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Original Article
Extended Abstract

Introduction: Given the foundational importance of ontological principles in delineat-
ing philosophical systems and scientific theories—particularly within political philoso-
phy—this article systematically develops a theory of justice rooted in the political phi-
losophy of Transcendental Wisdom (Hikmat Mota aliyah). By analyzing the ontological
underpinnings of justice within this school of thought, and by critically examining the
source texts of its prominent figures, spanning from Mulla Sadra (Sadr al-Muta’allihin)
to contemporary commentators, this study addresses a central research question: Upon
which metaphysical pillars and conceptual foundations is the ontology of justice con-
structed within transcendental political wisdom?

Methods: Data collection was conducted via a library-based documentary method, sys-
tematically surveying the canonical works of prominent philosophers within the Tran-
scendental Wisdom tradition. The study utilizes a text-based interpretive approach for
data analysis. Initially, focusing on textual exegesis to recover the authors’ intended
meanings, key propositions regarding the ontology of justice were extracted from the
source material. These extracted concepts were then categorized based on thematic sim-
ilarity, conceptual emphasis, and the structural role they play in delineating a compre-
hensive system of justice. Finally, these categories were synthesized and formulated
based on their direct or indirect relational links to the broader architecture of justice.
Results and Discussion: To answer this question, the ontological foundations of Hik-
mat Mota’alih political philosophy have been extracted and organized, and their rela-
tionship to the issue of justice has been shown. Therefore, five important foundations

1. Assistant Professor of Political Science, Department of Political Thought, Faculty of Islamic Studies and Polit-
ical Science, Imam Sadiq University, Tehran, Iran. nosratpanah@isu.ac.ir

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions of the
BY Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)



https://doi.org/10.48308/piaj.2026.243709.1868
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4324-705X
mailto:nosratpanah%40isu.ac.ir?subject=
http://piaj.sbu.ac.ir
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/1735-739X
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2645-4386

W
mlc.::leaaul::adl Vol 18, No 2, 2026, PP 1-23 - P-ISSN: 1735-739X
Ann'naches Journal Homepage: piaj.sbu.ac.ir E-ISSN: 2645-4386

99 ¢

of “rational social system”, “purposeful social system”, “dynamics of human society”,
“human society with choice”, and “need of society for justice” were obtained to depict
justice in Hikmat Mota’alih political philosophy in the ontological field. A structural
hierarchy and sequential dependency exist among these foundations. Specifically, the
inherent rationality of society necessitates its teleological (purposeful) nature, a purpose
that is actualized precisely through the realization of justice. It is through the pursuit of
this teleological end that the dynamics of the political system are structured, wherein
the moral choices of both the individual and the community play an objective role in
manifesting justice. Consequently, it is upon this ontological scaffolding that society’s
existential need for justice is established.

Conclusions: By synthesizing and structuring these five ontological foundations, this
article concludes that justice within transcendental political philosophy operates as an
integrated system defined by a dialectical relationship between the virtuous individual
and the virtuous society. This systemic framework guides both components within an
existential pyramid that extends across all dimensions of reality toward a just ideal.
Political and social life is no exception to this cosmic law; human political existence
cannot flourish or survive without anchoring itself to the objective of justice, even at
a minimal level. Based on the ontological premises of Hikmat Mota aliyah, ultimate
human perfection is attainable only within a just social order. Therefore, human society
achieves stability and continuity only when just relations form the baseline for its incep-
tion, institutionalization, and preservation. Ultimately, the ontology of Transcendental
Wisdom serves as the indispensable structural foundation for conceptualizing and de-
signing a just society.

KeyWords: Justice, Ontology, Hikmat Mota’alih political philosophy, Sadr al-Muttala-
heen, Tabatabaei, Motahari, Javadi Amoli
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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Despite the central importance of the political theory underlying the Is-
lamic Republic, the precise relationship between its Islamic and republican dimensions—
as well as the structural positions of the public, the Wali al-Fagih (Jurist Guardian), and
governing institutions—still requires rigorous theoretical elucidation. The absence of a
consolidated conceptual foundation often leads to divergent and conflicting interpreta-
tions of governance. Islamic political philosophy, particularly al-Farabi’s eudaimonis-
tic (felicity-oriented) thought, offers a valuable analytical framework for re-examining
authority models in contemporary Islamic societies. Accordingly, this article compares
al-Farabi’s political theory with the constitutional theory of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to clarify its core indicators, dimensions, and philosophical foundations, with a special
emphasis on the political agency of the people.

Method: This study utilizes a library-based documentary method for data collection
and employs a descriptive-analytical framework with a comparative approach for data
analysis. First, the primary components of al-Farabi’s political theory are extracted from
his canonical works and authoritative scholarly commentaries. These components are
then systematically compared with the theoretical foundations of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, specifically examining the nexus between its Islamic character and republican-
ism, the structural role of the public, and their institutional relation to the Wali al-Fagqih.
Through conceptual analysis and structural comparison, the study aims to formulate a
more coherent model to explain the political architecture of the Islamic Republic.
Results and Discussion: Al-Farabi, as a foundational Islamic philosopher and the theo-
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rist of the virtuous city (al-Madina al-Fadila), explicitly addressed the role of the pop-
ulace in political life. By proposing the theory of social cooperation, he posited that
government exists to serve the people and facilitate their human perfection, rather than
viewing the citizenry as a mere instrument of state power. In this respect, his frame-
work distances itself from classical paternalism. Concurrently, he rejected democracy
(al-Madina al-Jama’iyya) as a variant of the ignorant city (a/-Madina al-Jahiliyya),
viewing it as an order rooted in irrational, unbridled desires. Interestingly, his charac-
terization of the democratic city closely resembles modern liberal-democratic socie-
ties: citizens are legally free and equal, hierarchical superiority is rejected, desires are
pluralistic, and society is highly factionalized. In such a city, the ruler is selected based
on popular will, and his authority is perceived as entirely dependent on public choice.”
The Islamic Republic similarly attempts to synthesize divine sovereignty with popular
participation in governance. On the one hand, it emphasizes Islamic authority through
the doctrine of Wilayat al-Fagih, which critics argue aligns it with paternalism. On the
other hand, by stressing public participation and popular mandate in the actualization
of governance, it diverges from purely paternalistic models. Crucially, it does not de-
fine its republican dimension as an emulation of modern Western democracy, but as an
orientation rooted in Islamic epistemology and Qur’anic principles, such as: “He be-
lieves in Allah and has faith in the believers” (Qur’an 9:61). Within this framework, the
populace is not merely a symbolic entity; rather, public allegiance constitutes the basis
for the operationalization of political legitimacy. Consequently, this model differs from
reductionist interpretations such as the strict “divine legitimacy vs. popular acceptance”
binary or conventional “Ummah—Imamate” paradigms.

Conclusion: This article demonstrates that al-Farabi’s political philosophy shares deep
structural affinities with the political theory of the Islamic Republic. This shared para-
digm is compatible neither with classical paternalism nor with modern liberal democ-
racy. Instead, it represents an independent, distinct model of governance that can be
conceptually defined as people-centered divine sovereignty.

Keywords: Political theory; Islamic Republic; al-Farabi; paternalism; democracy.
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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The Iranian Constitutional Revolution (1905-1911) should be under-
stood not merely as a political upheaval but as a symbolic arena in which competing
social forces struggled to define the meanings of constitutional concepts. Ideas such
as law, freedom, justice, sovereignty, nation, and representation, originally rooted in
Western modern political thought, acquired divergent interpretations when introduced
into Qajar Iran. The three principal social forces—the clergy, theoretical intellectuals,
and instrumental intellectuals—shared a common political vocabulary while assigning
fundamentally different meanings to it. This divergence prevented the emergence of a
common symbolic framework capable of sustaining constitutional institutions. Rather
than producing ideological convergence, these competing interpretations intensified po-
litical fragmentation, culminating in the bombardment of the parliament in 1908 and the
subsequent weakening of the constitutional project.

Methods: Drawing upon Herbert Blumer’s theory of symbolic interactionism, this re-
search conceptualizes the Constitutional Revolution as a process of symbolic interaction
and meaning construction. It employs qualitative textual analysis of Qajar political trea-
tises, contemporary newspapers, and the correspondence of both secular intellectuals
and clerics. The study compares the three intellectual currents through an analytical
framework examining their conceptions of law, attitudes toward tradition and Western
modernity, understandings of the purpose of constitutionalism, and images of the ideal
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political subject. It further investigates symbolic conflicts through a close reading of
debates surrounding the institutionalization of the Divan-Khaneh-ye Adliat (House of
Justice), treating this controversy as a key site of competing political meanings.
Results and Discussion: The findings reveal three distinct projects of constitutional
meaning-making. Theoretical intellectuals interpreted constitutionalism through En-
lightenment rationality, natural rights, and popular sovereignty, envisioning autonomous
citizens as the foundation of legitimate political order. Instrumental intellectuals viewed
constitutionalism primarily as a mechanism for administrative reform, bureaucratic ef-
ficiency, centralized state-building, and national modernization. In contrast, the clergy
advanced the doctrine of Mashruteh-ye Mashru’eh (legitimate constitutionalism), argu-
ing that constitutional institutions and legislation should remain subordinate to Islamic
jurisprudence and the preservation of the Islamic moral order. Consequently, identical
political concepts acquired incompatible meanings across these three discourses. The
discourse of Mashru’eh challenged liberal constitutional principles, while the techno-
cratic orientation of instrumental intellectuals privileged state capacity over participa-
tory constitutionalism. These competing symbolic frameworks prevented the emergence
of a coherent constitutional language and weakened cooperation among revolutionary
forces.

Conclusion: The study argues that durable political transformation requires the simul-
taneous consolidation of institutions and shared symbolic meanings. In the absence of a
common political language capable of reconciling tradition, modernity, and state-build-
ing, Iran’s Constitutional Revolution produced fragmented constitutionalism rather than
a stable constitutional order. The resulting political system combined modern legal in-
stitutions, enduring traditional norms, and an increasingly centralized state, establishing
a pattern that profoundly influenced the evolution of Iranian politics throughout the
twentieth century.

Keywords: Constitutionalism - Symbolic Interactionism - Social Forces of the Consti-
tutional Revolution - Deficit of Semantic Consensus.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: India’s expanding economic interests and ambition for a greater regional
role have led New Delhi to prioritize Central Asia, especially amid competition with
China and Pakistan. Because India lacks direct geographical contiguity, securing a sta-
ble foothold in Afghanistan is essential for reliable transit access to Central Asia. During
the two-decade international presence in Afghanistan, India therefore supported stability
and security while opposing the Taliban. However, the Taliban’s return has intensified
India’s strategic dilemmas, particularly because Pakistan, bordering India to the west,
maintains a patron-client relationship with the Taliban and blocks India’s overland ac-
cess to Afghanistan. To manage this hostile geopolitical environment, India must follow
a dual strategy: building a pragmatic diplomatic relationship with the Taliban and by-
passing Pakistan through alternative transit routes, especially Iran’s Chabahar Port. The
central research question asks: How can India overcome the structural and diplomatic
challenges of engaging with the Taliban to secure sustainable access to Central Asia?

Methods: This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical framework to assess
the core hypothesis. First, regional geopolitics, spatial constraints, and infrastructural
bottlenecks are empirically mapped to establish baseline conditions. Second, drawing
on official strategic doctrines, multilateral transit agreements, and foreign policy briefs,
it analyzes India’s motivations, objectives, and efforts to mitigate connectivity challeng-
es. The analysis focuses on the causal relationship between the independent variable,
Afghanistan’s geopolitical orientation, and the dependent variable, India’s strategic ac-
cess to Central Asia. Data were collected through a systematic, library-based documen-
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tary method.
Results and discussion: The findings indicate that India’s connectivity constraints re-
garding Central Asia are not simply the result of geographical isolation or Pakistan’s
revisionist posture; rather, they stem from a geopolitical rearrangement of the Afghan
pivot and the changing strategic logic of the actors operating within it. From the per-
spective of classical geopolitical theory, Afghanistan has moved beyond its traditional
role as a passive buffer state and emerged as a competitive geopolitical and geoeco-
nomic node, where alignment directly reshapes the regional distribution of power. The
main finding shows that the Taliban’s resurgence has pushed India to shift from a nor-
mative, ideologically driven foreign policy toward pragmatic geopolitical activism. In
this context, engagement with the Taliban is not optional but a structural prerequisite for
balancing Chinese and Pakistani regional hegemony. Moreover, New Delhi’s outreach is
not merely reactive containment of Islamabad, but a proactive effort to redefine India’s
role in the wider Eurasian corridor network. Accordingly, Chabahar Port and the INSTC
function as geopolitical balancing mechanisms that reduce Pakistani leverage and con-
tain China’s BRI.

Conclusions: India faces deep geopolitical and security impediments in realizing its
Central Asian strategic ambitions. Structural competition with China and Pakistan, cou-
pled with the complex task of engaging the volatile Taliban, constitute primary barriers.
However, India can mitigate these vulnerabilities by leveraging core geopolitical princi-
ples. A critical solution lies in institutionalizing transactional relations with the Taliban
through targeted economic assistance, thereby transforming Afghanistan into a secure
transit corridor. Ultimately, developing robust trade infrastructure via the Afghan-Irani-
an axis will enable India to erode Pakistan’s veto power, diversify commercial routes,
and consolidate its broader geopolitical standing throughout Eurasia.

Keywords: India’s geopolitical territory, Central Asia, India-Pakistan confrontation,
Taliban government in Afghanistan, Iran’s Chabahar port.
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Introduction: Russia’s military invasions of Ukraine in 2014 and 2022, coupled with the
United States’ decision since the early 2010s to reduce its financial commitments to global
security, have compelled Germany to redefine its international role and foreign policy tra-
jectory. More precisely, the strategic choices and shifting relations of major powers—par-
ticularly the United States and Russia—over the past decade have profoundly altered the
structural distribution of international power. Between 2014 and 2025, these systemic dy-
namics led German policymakers to perceive their country within a novel and highly volatile
geopolitical reality. Consequently, Berlin no longer views itself merely as a passive benefi-
ciary or executor of the liberal international order, but rather as a proactive guardian bear-
ing the responsibility to defend it through self-initiated strategic actions. The most evident
manifestation of this shift is Germany’s rapid transition toward a security-oriented foreign
policy characterized by an unprecedented remilitarization dimension—a phenomenon this
study elucidates through the lens of neoclassical realism. The central research question asks:
Why has Germany’s foreign policy undergone a security-oriented transformation during its
transition from a subservient executor to a guardian of the international order? To address
this question, the study hypothesizes that systemic pressures between 2014 and 2025 have
fundamentally reshaped the role of domestic intervening variables—specifically leaders’ be-
liefs, strategic culture, state-society relations, and domestic institutions—thereby elevating
security and military considerations within Germany’s overarching foreign policy strategy
and output.

Method: To gather relevant data for hypothesis testing, this study employs a qualitative

case-study approach focusing on specific revisionist measures and strategic recalibrations in
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Germany’s recent foreign and security policy. Data collection involved rigorous document
analysis of primary and secondary sources, including official defense white papers, parlia-
mentary records, and foreign policy doctrines. Given the qualitative nature of the empirical
evidence, qualitative content analysis was utilized as the primary analytical method. Fur-
thermore, the argumentative foundation rests on hypothesis testing, systematically applying
neoclassical realism to the trajectory of German foreign policy over the 2014-2025 period to
trace how systemic stimuli were filtered through domestic political structures.

Results and discussion: Over the past decade, the intensification of “structural modifiers”
within the international system has created a highly divergent and threatening environment
at the systemic level. The impacts of these modifiers are so profound that, from Berlin’s
perspective, the contemporary world is characterized more by geopolitical disorder than in-
stitutional order, rendering strategic adaptation imperative. According to neoclassical realist
logic, these systemic modifiers have reshaped domestic variables—such as leadership per-
ceptions, strategic culture, state-society relations, and institutional frameworks—fostering
a collective consensus that Germany has reached a historic turning point, or Zeitenwende.
This realization has necessitated a more autonomous and assertive agency in shaping the
emerging global order, driving Germany’s transition from a mere executor of systemic rules
to an active architect of international security. Empirically, this perception has transformed
Germany’s foreign policy outputs and redefined its foundational pillars, encompassing a
restructuring of transatlantic relations, a re-evaluation of European integration, the definitive
abandonment of traditional Ostpolitik, and the calculated assumption of a role as a conven-
tional military power.

Conclusion: This article provides a cogent explanation of the profound structural shifts in
German foreign policy in response to international systemic shocks during the 2014-2025
period. The research findings indicate that sustained external pressures have elevated the
discourse surrounding Germany’s transformation into a “normal”” power—one that embrac-
es geopolitical leadership and international defense responsibilities commensurate with its
economic stature—from a contested debate among political parties, elites, and social groups
into an executable policy reality. With the institutionalization of the Zeitenwende, Berlin has
embarked on a definitive path toward becoming a modern power equipped with a military
capability optimized for robust conventional deterrence.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: In an era characterized by transforming information ecosystems and intensifying
contests over semantic hegemony, strategic conflicts have transcended physical domains to expand
into the realms of cognition, perception, and collective memory. This article examines cognitive
warfare as the dominant paradigm in the Iran—Israel confrontation. Within this framework, cogni-
tive warfare is conceived as a strategic struggle for control over the process of reality construction.
The central argument holds that cognitive warfare operates not merely as a tactical instrument,
but as a structure that transforms the logic of confrontation into a discursive process of continuous
threat construction. Accordingly, securitization is not simply a passive response to external threats;
it 1s a discursive mechanism that perpetually reconstitutes the conditions of possibility for threat.
The core research question examines how the discursive mechanisms of cognitive warfare shape
and reproduce the process of mutual securitization in this bilateral relationship.

Method: This study employs a qualitative-analytical approach based on a systematic analysis
of discursive data spanning the years 2015-2025. Purposive sampling, guided by the criteria
of “‘dominant discourse representation’ and “tension peaks,” encompasses speeches by senior
officials, strategic documents, state media content (domestic, Israeli, and Western), and think-
tank reports. Data analysis proceeds through three coding stages: open coding (identifying
concepts such as “enemy construction”), axial coding (categorizing data into “civilizational
resistance” and “existential threat” discourses), and theoretical coding (linking categories to
the securitization framework). The theoretical framework rests on three interconnected lev-
els: at the ontological level, constructivism (Wendt) treats threat as the product of intersub-
jective interactions and the attribution of “self” and “other” roles; at the middle-range level,
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securitization theory (Buzan and Waver) explains how ordinary phenomena are transformed
into “existential threats™ through speech acts; and at the micro level, critical discourse analysis
(Fairclough), focusing on representation and security metaphors, dissects the production of
dominant narratives. This synthesis conceptualizes cognitive warfare as a battle for discursive
hegemony over the interpretive frameworks of domestic and international audiences.
Results and discussion: Cognitive warfare follows a four-stage cycle: (1) Discourse produc-
tion: Iran, through a “civilizational-identity resistance” discourse, represents itself as the sym-
bol of an “oppressed yet steadfast umma” against a “usurping other,” while Israel, through an
“existential security threat” narrative, frames Iran as an irrational threat and itself as a “rightful
victim acting in self-defense.” (2) Cognitive framing: Narratives are disseminated across do-
mestic and international levels via technological infrastructures, including proxy media, cy-
ber operations, and artificial intelligence. (3) Strategic action: The consolidation of these rep-
resentations legitimizes hard-power actions. (4) Cyclical reproduction: This process constrains
non-confrontational options and reinforces a vicious cycle in which each reaction intensifies
the opposing narrative. The strategic consequence is mutual discursive entrapment: the more
threatening the representation of the rival’s identity, the more one’s own identity becomes im-
prisoned within an enemy-construction narrative. This path dependency progressively narrows
the range of conceivable options and rigidifies cognitive frameworks to the point where exit-
ing the cycle becomes effectively impossible. Effectiveness in cognitive warfare depends on
the integration of three layers: discursive-identity (producing credible narratives), technologi-
cal-informational (rapid dissemination through global networks), and resilience-control (soci-
etal immunization).

Conclusion: The findings demonstrate that cognitive warfare in the Iran—Israel confrontation
has evolved into a self-sustaining conflict logic. Through four successive phases—the pro-
duction of competing discourses, the shaping of strategic perception, the restriction of policy
options, and cognitive consolidation—this logic systematically steers the decision-making en-
vironment toward offensive strategies. Effectiveness in cognitive warfare depends on three pri-
mary factors: narrative coherence, media penetration capacity, and the actor’s material power
base. Ultimately, the discursive redefinition of “threat” has played a pivotal role in legitimizing
hard security actions, proving that security is not solely a function of material power, but is
equally an outcome of discursive hegemony and the consolidation of dominant narratives.

Keywords: cognitive warfare, securitization, threat redefinition, strategic narrativization.
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Introduction: Over the past three decades, Afghanistan has remained a fixture on the
agenda of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). From the imposition of sanc-
tions on the Taliban in 1999 and the authorization of international military interventions,
to the establishment of the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNA-
MA), support for the Islamic Republic, and the management of the geopolitical fallout
following the Taliban’s return to power, the Security Council has adopted numerous
resolutions addressing security, political, humanitarian, and peacebuilding crises. Nev-
ertheless, persistent political instability, the expansion of insurgent networks, and the
ultimate collapse of the republican regime in 2021 raise a critical analytical question: To
what extent have Security Council decisions influenced developments in Afghanistan,
and which structural factors determined their efficacy? This study examines the variables
that shaped the impact of UNSC decisions in Afghanistan, focusing on the roles that do-
mestic, regional, and international actors played in their implementation or obstruction.
To address this query, the article formulates the Volatile Compliance Model in Fragile
States. Integrating Fragile State Theory, International Compliance Theory, Constructiv-
ism, Dependency Theory, and Realism, this model argues that compliance with interna-
tional institutional mandates within fragile states is neither uniform nor linear. Instead,
it is conditioned by state capacity, societal normative cleavages, intra-elite competition,
governmental dependence on external patrons, and systemic rivalries among regional
and international powers. Consequently, weaker institutional cohesion and fragmented
state authority produce highly volatile, fractured compliance with international law.
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Methods: This study employs a mixed-methods research design, combining qualitative
descriptive-analytical inquiry with quantitative survey data. Empirical data were gath-
ered through structured questionnaires distributed to university professors and research-
ers across Kabul, Herat, and Balkh provinces. Because the collected data did not exhibit
a normal distribution, Spearman’s rank-order correlation coefficient ($\rho$) was uti-
lized to systematically evaluate the statistical relationships between the variables. With-
in this analytical framework, the perceived efficacy of United Nations Security Council
decisions serves as the dependent variable, while the strategic behaviors of domestic,
regional, and international actors constitute the independent variables.

Results and Discussion: The empirical findings demonstrate that compliance with Se-
curity Council resolutions in Afghanistan was highly asymmetric across different tiers of
actors. The state executive branch, formalized political parties, and civil society organ-
izations exhibited the highest levels of normative convergence with UNSC mandates.
Conversely, anti-government armed groups—most notably the Taliban and the Haqgani
Network—demonstrated profound structural divergence and resistance. At the regional
level, the behavior of neighboring states was driven less by the legal legitimacy of Secu-
rity Council resolutions than by realist geopolitical and security calculus. Statistical cor-
relations confirm that the relative success or failure of UNSC mandates in Afghanistan
was path-dependent, relying heavily on the interlocking patterns of compliance, neutral-
ity, or active resistance among interconnected domestic and external stakeholders.
Conclusion: The primary theoretical contribution of this study is the conceptualization
of'the Volatile Compliance Model in Fragile States. This model proves that in conflict-af-
fected, fragile polities, the impact of international institutions is structurally bounded by
both the host state’s capacity to project sovereign authority and the willingness of pe-
ripheral actors to cooperate with international peace objectives. Ultimately, the Afghan
trajectory serves as a definitive case study illustrating the limits of global governance
when international institutional mandates confront fragmented, fragile states defined by
enduring instability, contested legitimacy, and weak domestic institutions.

Keywords: Afghanistan; United Nations Security Council; Fragile State; International
Compliance; Volatile Compliance Model.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Since the end of the Cold War, the convergence of technological innova-
tion and geopolitical transformation has fundamentally altered the foundations of classi-
cal deterrence theory. The transition from a deterrence logic based on arms accumulation
and material hard power toward network-centric architectures and algorithmic govern-
ance signals a new era of military strategy. In this regard, the Ukraine war transcended
its regional boundaries to become a critical laboratory for assessing the efficacy of inte-
grating non-human technologies and artificial intelligence on the battlefield. The central
research question asks: How has the integration of Al into Russia’s networked weaponry
architecture upgraded its technological deterrence capability during the Ukraine war?
This study aims to explain Russia’s transition from traditional, mass-based deterrence
to data-driven deterrence, while identifying both the strategic strengths and systemic
vulnerabilities of this emerging architecture.

Methods: This research employs a qualitative approach grounded in the Layered Anal-
ysis of Technological Deterrence framework. Data were collected through library and
documentary methods at two operational levels: first, by coding official defense doc-
trines, think-tank reports, and field evidence from the Ukraine conflict; second, through
comparative analysis of Russia’s network-centric configurations, including missile
defense architecture and sensor-to-shooter networks. John Boyd’s (OODA) loop mod-
el was applied to assess operational processes. Thematic analysis, combined with da-
ta-command relationship mapping, enabled evaluation of causal links and the sustaina-
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bility of technological advantages in high-intensity combat environments.
Results and discussions: By intertwining weapons systems engineering with Al, Rus-
sia has operationalized a new paradigm of military intelligence that, rather than mim-
icking human cognition, leverages raw computational power for predictive modeling
and preemptive action. Technical examinations reveal that this networked architecture
integrates smart defensive and offensive systems—such as the S-500 air defense system,
9M729 cruise missiles, and the Avangard hypersonic glide vehicle—with advanced sur-
veillance and processing networks, including Orlan UAVs and the SORM data collec-
tion infrastructure. Within this matrix, multi-source sensor data (from satellites to land-
based radars) is aggregated and piped directly into the fire chain via real-time processing
loops within C4ISR systems. This integrated ecosystem transfers tactical initiative to
the network, compressing the classical decision-to-action cycle from hours to minutes.
The study reveals a direct correlation between the capacity to indigenize Al in military
infrastructure and enhanced multi-domain reaction capabilities, effectively allowing de-
fensive systems to optimize offensive operations. this extreme complexity and network
dependency introduce significant systemic vulnerabilities, particularly regarding data
corruption, cyber leaks, and electronic warfare countermeasures.

Conclusion: Russia has shifted the tactical and operational balance of power in its favor
by transitioning from purely nuclear deterrence toward algorithmic battlefield superiori-
ty. The Active Multi-Domain Deterrence model shows that 2 1st-century security depends
far more on proficiency in integrated network design and hostile-environment data man-
agement than on hardware accumulation. Nevertheless, the Ukraine war demonstrates
that over-reliance on technology without rigorous information hardening and realistic
assessment of supply chain limitations can induce strategic vulnerability. The theoretical
implication for International Relations literature is the urgent necessity of revising clas-
sical deterrence theories to accommodate human—machine—data hybrid models, while
offering defense policymakers a template for asymmetric deterrence through the cogni-
tive upgrading of conventional weapons.

Keywords: Technological Deterrence, Russia-Ukraine War, Artificial Intelligence, Net-
work-Centric Architecture, Multi-Domain Warfare.
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