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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The evolution of China—US trade relations between 2017 and 2025 rep-
resents one of the most consequential developments in the contemporary international
political economy. The escalation of the trade war since 2018 has posed systemic chal-
lenges to the multilateral trading order. While the United States utilized extensive tariffs,
technology export restrictions, and tightened foreign investment controls to preserve
its hegemonic position, China adopted multilayered strategies—including the develop-
ment of autonomous supply chains, the expansion of regional trade agreements, and the
advancement of technological self-reliance—to redefine global trade rules. The central
research question asks: “How have China’s countermeasures against US trade policies
between 2017 and 2025 impacted the multilateral trading order?” The hypothesis posits
that China’s responses—characterized by the expansion of regional trade blocs, coali-
tion-building via the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and BRICS+, and the implementa-
tion of robust industrial and non-tariff countermeasures—have inadvertently intensified
global protectionism and eroded the foundations of the liberal trade order.

Methods: This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach with a focus
on trend analysis. Data were synthesized from international trade statistics and reports
issued by the WTO, IMF, and World Bank, supplemented by peer-reviewed research.
The theoretical framework of “commercial-political confrontation” is applied to exam-
ine China—US relations along a spectrum ranging from strategic competition to “com-
petitive coexistence.” The analysis proceeds through three stages: first, identifying Chi-
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na’s behavioral patterns in response to US provocations; second, assessing their impact
on multilateral mechanisms; and third, correlating these findings with five intermediary
mechanisms: economic competition, technological supremacy, institutional influence,
shifts in relative power, and the proliferation of protectionism.

Results and Discussion: The findings indicate that beyond reciprocal tariffs, China
adopted a long-term strategy of “institutional hedging” and strategic decoupling to re-
duce dependence on Western markets. The expansion of free-trade agreements across
the Global South, the strengthening of parallel financial institutions (such as the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank), and the enlargement of BRICS have enhanced China’s
institutional leverage while bypassing WTO-based liberal norms. In the technological
sphere, China’s aggressive investment in semiconductors, artificial intelligence, and
electric vehicles (EVs) has secured a significant global market share, intensifying the
“tech war” with the US. Furthermore, export controls on critical minerals and the cre-
ation of independent payment systems have exerted counter-pressure on the US and its
allies. Trend analysis suggests that while bilateral trade remains significant, China’s per-
sistent countermeasures have accelerated a shift from a US-centric liberal order toward
a fragmented system characterized by regionalism and multipolarity.

Conclusion: This study concludes that China’s countermeasures, operating through five
key intermediary mechanisms, have weakened the traditional liberal trade order while
fortifying regional and bilateral arrangements. These trends are entrenching a multi-
centric and fragmented global trade environment, which offers new opportunities for
developing countries but also increases transaction costs and reduces global economic
predictability. Consequently, for secondary powers and developing states, the necessi-
ty for trade diversification, enhanced institutional capacity, and active participation in
reshaping multilateral rules has become paramount to maintaining their standing in the
emerging global order.

Keywords: China, United States, Trade War, Multilateral Trading Regime, Parallel In-
stitutionalism, Global Supply Chain Restructuring, Economic Nationalism.
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2. Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
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1. (Commercial-Political Tension and Interaction - CPTI)
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The discourse regarding China’s position within the contemporary interna-
tional system remains a pivotal concern for foreign policy analysts. This article addresses a
central inquiry: How does China conceptualize the hegemonization of its global standing,
and what strategic role does Africa occupy in this trajectory? The primary objective of this
research is to provide a critical analysis of China-Africa relations that transcends purely
economic or geopolitical dimensions, focusing instead on how Chinese hegemony on the
continent is constructed, maintained, and contested. The research hypothesis posits that
China seeks to establish a dominant position through a dual mechanism of “consent” and
“coercion,” which is increasingly met by the active agency of African actors. This process,
framed within Antonio Gramsci’s concept of a “war of position,” renders the relationship
dynamic and perpetually negotiated. By applying Gramscian hegemonic theory, this study
examines the latent layers of power, intellectual and cultural leadership, and the influence
over civil society to offer a more profound understanding of China’s burgeoning presence.
Methods: This study adopts a qualitative, analytical approach, utilizing thematic analysis
to identify and interpret salient patterns. Data were synthesized from library resources,
scholarly documents, official reports, and relevant primary texts. The analytical process
followed several rigorous stages: data familiarization, initial code generation, thematic
mapping, and the refinement and definition of themes. The theoretical framework is an-
chored in Gramscian concepts, including hegemony, consent and coercion, organic ideol-
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ogy, organic intellectuals, the historic bloc, and the war of position. This study offers an
innovative contribution by cohesively applying these specific theories to the analysis of
Chinese influence in a contemporary African context.

Results and Discussion: The findings indicate that China’s strategy in Africa is a so-
phisticated synthesis of “consent” and “coercion.” This strategy involves massive infra-
structure investments (e.g., railways and ports), extensive lending ($153 billion between
2000 and 2022), and the dissemination of narratives such as “win-win cooperation” and
“South-South solidarity” via state-owned media, Confucius Institutes, and the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). Key instruments include the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI), which fosters economic dependency, and the “Community of Shared Future”
for ideological alignment—exemplified by the 2024 FOCAC commitment of $50 billion
for African development by 2035. While these efforts cultivate an organic ideology and
align local elites, they are shadowed by concerns over “debt-trap diplomacy” and a perva-
sive lack of transparency. In response, African agency manifests as a “war of position”—
encompassing investigative journalism, civil society activism, labor union movements,
academic critique, and Pan-African initiatives like Agenda 2063. African leaders, such as
Rwanda’s Paul Kagame, engage with China strategically, while civil society focuses on
labor rights, environmental impacts, and the long-term risks of structural dependency.
Conclusion: China’s hegemony in Africa is not a form of traditional colonial domination
but a novel type of hegemony predicated on economic consent, ideological alignment,
and structural dependency. This process is far from unilateral; it is a dynamic relation-
ship whose future depends heavily on African agency, global shifts, and China’s capacity
to sustain consent. While strategic elite engagement has spurred economic growth (with
trade reaching $282 billion in 2023) and prompted shifts toward the “Chinese model” of
governance, it has also introduced challenges of inequality and reliance. This analysis
underscores that hegemony is a site of constant negotiation; through a “war of position,”
Africa can redefine its standing in the global order. Future research should prioritize spe-
cific country case studies and the role of organic intellectuals to better capture the diverse
impacts of and responses to this evolving relationship.

Keywords: Consent and Coercion, China’s Cultural Hegemony, Reproduction of Hegem-
ony, Historical Block
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Recent geopolitical shifts and rapid technological advancements have
placed Iran’s foreign policy within a complex, multi-layered, and volatile environment,
necessitating a fundamental redefinition of its regional strategy. The transition of the in-
ternational order from unipolarity to a multipolar system, the emergence of new regional
and global powers, and the onset of the Fifth Industrial Revolution have presented both
existential challenges and strategic opportunities for Iran as a middle power. In this
context, this study introduces a novel conceptual framework for Iran’s regional policy
termed “Dynamic Balanced Independence.” This framework is anchored in three core
dimensions: strategic independence, multi-layered balancing, and dynamic agency. Its
primary objective is to safeguard national sovereignty while facilitating proactive, flex-
ible, and balanced engagement with major powers and regional actors, thereby consoli-
dating Iran’s standing within the evolving global order.

Methods: This research employs a qualitative approach with an explanatory-analyti-
cal design. Data were synthesized from a diverse range of sources, including scholarly
literature, official policy reports, and archival resources. Through conceptual and com-
parative analyses—informed by international relations theories such as realism, neo-
liberalism, and constructivism—the study examines the interplay between Iran’s hard
power, soft power, and civilizational identity. This methodological approach provides a
detailed understanding of the rationale behind independence, balancing, and dynamism
in Iran’s regional policy while offering a practical operational framework for future
policymaking.
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Results and Discussion: The findings indicate that operationalizing “Dynamic Bal-
anced Independence” requires a multifaceted strategic approach. First, multi-level di-
plomacy is essential to diversify Iran’s regional and international partnerships. Second,
the development of a knowledge-based economy and the integration of advanced tech-
nologies are critical to enhancing national competitiveness and reducing structural reli-
ance on external actors. Third, strengthening regional institutionalization and “five-di-
mensional networking” will empower Iran to play an inspirational and proactive role in
regional governance. Fourth, the strategic leverage of soft power is vital for expanding
Iran’s cultural and civilizational influence and shaping the perceptions of regional ac-
tors. Together, these strategies decouple Iran from unilateral dependencies and reactive
postures, enabling innovative and balanced engagement in global affairs.

Conclusion: The analysis demonstrates that the dynamic synergy between independ-
ence, balancing, and agency allows Iran to effectively mitigate regional threats while
maximizing geopolitical and technological opportunities. Redefining regional policy
through the “Dynamic Balanced Independence” framework not only consolidates Iran’s
position as a resilient and “smart” middle power but also facilitates sustainable develop-
ment and national security. Ultimately, this comprehensive approach integrates security,
economic, and civilizational dimensions, allowing Iran to maintain strategic autonomy
while enhancing its agency in a fragmented global environment. Furthermore, five-di-
mensional networking and regional institution-building serve as the operational mech-
anisms for this framework, reinforcing Iran’s role as a balancing and inspirational actor
in West Asia. This framework paves the way for an independent and impactful foreign
policy, opening new horizons for national development and soft power projection within
the multipolar international order.

Keywords: Iran’s Foreign Policy, Dynamic Balanced Independence, Multi-layered Bal-
ancing, Multi-level Diplomacy, Multipolar Order.
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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: In recent decades, the Middle East has witnessed the proliferation of Islamic
resistance movements mobilizing against occupation, foreign domination, and structural dis-
crimination. Despite their complex roots, the dominant security discourse of the Global North
persistently frames these movements as “Iranian proxies,” effectively erasing their historical
and local agency. Focusing on Yemen’s Ansarallah movement, this study argues that the con-
cept of “proxy war” is not a neutral analytical category but a discursive construct embedded
in the epistemic and political order of the Global North. This article critiques this prevailing
discourse and reconceptualizes Islamic resistance through the lens of “Southern Theory” as a
form of anti-hegemonic, coalition-based politics.

Methods: This study employs a qualitative, interpretive approach grounded in Foucauldian
discourse analysis. The dataset comprises selected texts from prominent Western think tanks
and mainstream media—including the Atlantic Council, Chatham House, the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies (FDD), CNN, and The Guardian—published between October 2023
and October 2025. These are analyzed alongside official Ansarallah statements, speeches, and
relevant scholarly literature. The analysis proceeds in two stages: first, identifying the linguistic
patterns and discursive articulations that construct Ansarallah as an “Iranian proxy”’; and sec-
ond, contrasting these representations with Yemen’s indigenous discourse of resistance, draw-
ing upon Southern Theory and the concept of “security orientalism.”

Results and Discussion: The findings indicate that Northern security discourse systematically
portrays Ansarallah as a subordinate instrument of Iran’s regional strategy. By employing re-
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current labels such as “Iran-backed group,” “proxy war,” and “terrorist network,” this discourse
negates local agency. This representation, rooted in security orientalism, decontextualizes Yem-
en’s historical, social, and religious specificities to legitimize external intervention. Conversely,
an analysis of indigenous discourse demonstrates that Ansarallah is deeply rooted in Yemen’s
long-standing experience of political marginalization, sectarian discrimination, and social re-
sistance. Its relationship with Iran is more accurately characterized not as a hierarchical proxy
arrangement, but as a discursive and tactical alignment within a broader framework of anti-he-
gemonic resistance. Empirical evidence further underscores Ansarallah’s political autonomy
and independent decision-making at both national and regional levels.

Conclusion: This study concludes that the “proxy war” framework in Northern security litera-
ture functions as a discursive mechanism that reproduces epistemic hierarchies and suppresses
Southern agency. The case of Ansarallah illustrates that Islamic resistance movements should
be understood not as mere extensions of external powers, but as locally grounded, conscious,
and coalition-oriented actors confronting a hegemonic global order. Theoretically, by synthe-
sizing Southern Theory with Foucauldian discourse analysis, this study provides a critical alter-
native to dominant security paradigms. Practically, it emphasizes the necessity of recognizing
indigenous agency in regional conflict analysis. Transitioning from the rhetoric of “proxy wars”
toward a framework of “autonomous resistance” is essential for the production of independent
security knowledge in the Global South.

Keywords: Ansarallah (Houthis) of Yemen, Proxy War, Security Orientalism, Islamic
Resistance, Southern Theory.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Over the past three decades, the Caucasus has evolved from a peripheral
zone under Russian hegemony into a central hub of Eurasian geopolitical and geoeco-
nomic competition. Situated at the crossroads of the East-West and North-South axes,
the region is vital to global economic corridors, with regional and extra-regional actors
vying to shape trade and energy routes to suit their strategic interests. Due to its unique
location at these intersections, the Islamic Republic of Iran possesses significant poten-
tial to play a pivotal role in the transit of goods and energy. However, the geopolitical
fallout of the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War, the Ukraine conflict, and the emergence
of new routes—such as the Middle Corridor and the Zangezur Project—alongside per-
sistent sanctions, have placed Iran at a geoeconomic crossroads. This study addresses a
central question: What is Iran’s position within the Caucasus economic corridors, and
what specific opportunities and challenges does it face? The hypothesis suggests that
Iran’s geostrategic location alone does not guarantee a prominent role; rather, Iran must
convert this position into a geoeconomic advantage by investing in the International
North-South Transport Corridor and modernizing its transit infrastructure to secure a
sustainable foothold in the Caucasus.

* This article is derived from the master’s thesis of Behzad Nasiri Lotum, titled “/ran’s Role and Position in the
Economic Corridors of the Caucasus Region.” The thesis was supervised by Dr. Vahid Hosseinzadeh (Supervisor)
and Dr. Vali Golmohammadi (Advisor) and was successfully defended with high distinction at the Faculty of Hu-
manities, Tarbiat Modares University.
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Methods: This study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach. Data were
compiled from library archives, official international reports, policy documents, and
strategic academic analyses. The analysis is conducted within a geoeconomic theoreti-
cal framework, examining Iran’s position through regional economic interactions rath-
er than through a purely security-centric lens. Within this framework, competing and
complementary routes (the North-South, Middle, Zangezur, and Aras corridors) serve
as the primary units of analysis. Their geoeconomic implications for Iran are evaluated
comparatively, with a SWOT analysis employed to synthesize the findings.

Results and discussion: Iran benefits from a geostrategic position that facilitates par-
ticipation in multiple regional networks, most notably the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC), which links India and the Persian Gulf to Russia and Eu-
rope. The INSTC offers lower costs and shorter transit times compared to traditional
maritime routes and could establish Iran as a premier regional transit hub once critical
infrastructure, such as the Rasht—Astara railway, is completed. Nevertheless, emerging
routes like the Middle Corridor and the Zangezur Corridor present significant strategic
challenges. In response, Iran is reinforcing the Aras Corridor, expanding cooperation
with Russia and India, and promoting alternative connectivity frameworks as part of a
“multi-corridor strategy” to bolster its geoeconomic relevance. The analysis reveals a
highly competitive environment where regional opportunities and systemic threats are
deeply intertwined.

Conclusion: The study concludes that Iran’s standing within the Caucasus economic
corridors is shaped by three core factors: regional geopolitical shifts, strategic competi-
tion between rival corridors, and Iran’s internal capacity for infrastructural development
and corridor diplomacy. While Iran holds notable advantages—such as alignment with
the INSTC and Russia’s growing reliance on southern transit routes—it faces formidable
challenges, including the Zangezur Project, Turkey’s expanding regional influence, Isra-
el’s presence in Azerbaijan, and the impact of sanctions. Securing Iran’s position within
the emerging Eurasian order necessitates accelerating the completion of the INSTC,
prioritizing the Aras Corridor, practicing proactive economic diplomacy, and deepening
strategic cooperation with Russia, India, and Armenia.

Keywords: Caucasus, economic corridors, geoeconomics, Middle Corridor, North —
South Corridor.
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Introduction: The concept of state independence, a fundamental pillar of the interna-
tional order, has undergone significant historical evolution and reinterpretation. In the
current transitional phase of the global system, a critical examination of its justificatory
foundations is of paramount importance. While Western political thought has constructed
a coherent secular framework for state sovereignty, it has rarely faced a foundational cri-
tique from external philosophical traditions rooted in distinct metaphysical worldviews.
The central problem is that the dominant secular conception of independence lacks the
capacity to establish a just global order or respond to the needs of spiritually-oriented
civilizations. Consequently, redefining independence—not as a self-sufficient value, but
as a doctrinal instrument in service of monotheistic ends—is an unavoidable necessity.
This article addresses this gap by conducting a comparative-critical study of the Western
conceptual architecture of independence through the lens of contemporary Islamic polit-
ical philosophy. For alternative civilizational projects, such as the Islamic one, achieving
meaningful agency in the international arena is contingent upon a radical redefinition of
independence beyond its modern secular confines.

Methods: This study employs a comparative-critical textual analysis conducted in two
sequential phases. First, through an analytical-interpretive examination of key Western
political, legal, and international relations texts, it identifies three principal justifications
for state independence in dominant Western discourse: national sovereignty as the legal
guardian of collective identity; the right to self-determination as the source of popular
legitimacy; and strategic efficacy within interdependence as a practical justification. In
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the second phase, adopting a confrontational-comparative approach, each of these pil-
lars is subjected to critical evaluation based on the core tenets of contemporary Islamic
political philosophy—namely divine sovereignty, doctrinal independence, justice as the
ultimate aim of governance, duty-centricity (as opposed to right-centricity), and the ne-
gation of domination.

Results and Discussion: The comparative analysis reveals two fundamentally distinct,
and often opposed, intellectual and civilizational projects regarding independence. The
Western model is built upon a secular, terrestrial, and state-centric rationality, where
independence is an end in itself, aimed at preserving the nation-state within the existing
international order. In contrast, the Islamic reading—while adopting certain concepts in
practical form—fundamentally transforms their conceptual architecture. In this view,
national sovereignty is subordinated to divine sovereignty and reinterpreted as a divine
trust and duty. The right to self-determination is reconceived not as an autonomous
right, but as a fiduciary responsibility before God. Furthermore, strategic efficacy and
national interest are redefined within the framework of justice and the interests of the
Islamic system. This perspective rejects the management of interdependence as a covert
form of domination, proposing instead civilizational self-sufficiency and “dignified, se-
lective interaction” as the alternative strategy.

Conclusions: This confrontation results in the formation of two opposing civilizational
trajectories. The Western project seeks to stabilize, manage, or incrementally reform the
existing order. Conversely, the Islamic project, by fundamentally denying the legitimacy
of the current order’s domineering nature, aims for a profound transformation and the
establishment of a system based on monotheistic values and justice. This divergence
stems from the distinct ontology, anthropology, and teleology of the two traditions. This
confrontation is not merely a theoretical dispute; it has evolved into a geopolitical fis-
sure that will shape actor behavior, future alliances, and global conflicts. Therefore, the
study of independence today is, in essence, a study of the paradigmatic battle over the
meaning of sovereignty, legitimacy, and the ultimate purpose of collective life on the
global stage.

Keywords: Foundations, Independence, State, International Order, Contemporary Is-
lamic Political Philosophy
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The concept of “Coloniality” serves as a critical theoretical framework to
explain the persistence of domination, inequality, and dependency in the post-classical
colonial world. Unlike colonialism, which is typically viewed as a concluded historical
period, Coloniality is understood as a durable pattern of power, knowledge, and being
that emerged from Western modernity and continues to be reproduced in contempo-
rary forms. This article provides a comprehensive account of the concept and explores
epistemic pathways for its transcendence. It begins by distinguishing Coloniality from
colonialism and imperialism, focusing on Anibal Quijano’s theory of the “Coloniality
of Power,” which identifies three interrelated dimensions of domination: the Coloniality
of Power, the Coloniality of Knowledge, and the Coloniality of Being. Ultimately, the
article proposes conceptual routes toward liberation from these structures.

Methods: This study adopts a qualitative approach, employing a descriptive-analytical
method. The first (descriptive) section examines the theoretical foundations, intellec-
tual background, and historical context of Coloniality. The second (analytical) section
investigates its manifestations within contemporary structures and articulates epistem-
ic pathways for liberation. Data were collected from theoretical and empirical sources
concerning the global political economy, educational systems, and scientific production,
followed by a critical analysis.

Results and discussion: The findings indicate that Coloniality in the contemporary
world is reproduced through neoliberalism and managed globalization in the economic
sphere, and through epistemic and scientific dependency within academic institutions.
Neoliberalism, acting as a “soft” successor to formal colonialism, promotes individu-
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alism, market deregulation, and reduced state intervention, thereby preserving struc-
tures of domination and transforming the political independence of the Global South
into economic dependency. Under the guise of “development” and “free competition,”
this ideology effectively entrenches historical inequalities and insulates global capital-
ist interests from democratic interventions. In higher education, reliance on Western
metrics—such as indexed journals, impact factors, and international rankings—stifles
the development of indigenous, applied, and problem-oriented knowledge, reinforcing
cycles of epistemic and social dependency. Rather than playing a transformative role in
addressing local issues, universities have often become centers for the consumption of
Western knowledge. This not only creates a disconnect between scientific production
and societal needs but also marginalizes non-Western languages, methodologies, and
intellectual traditions. An examination of Iranian universities’ performance in indicators
such as patent registration and industrial collaboration reveals that scientific output is
largely shaped by quantitative international standards rather than local exigencies—a
clear indication of the enduring presence of Coloniality in epistemic structures.
Conclusions: The study concludes that full liberation from Coloniality is only possible
through a “decolonization of consciousness.” This process entails the indigenization of
knowledge, a critical rethinking of epistemic systems, and the alignment of scientific
production with local societal needs. The theory of Coloniality offers not only a retro-
spective analysis of historical structures but a necessary diagnostic tool for contempo-
rary epistemic sovereignty.

Keywords: Coloniality, Decolonization of Knowledge, Modernity/Coloniality Group
,Neoliberalism, Epistemic Dependency, Coloniality of Being, University.
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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: For religious governance to remain simultaneously faithful to Islamic founda-
tions and effective in societal administration, it requires a methodical linkage between juris-
prudential theory and social realities. Political figh (jurisprudence), as the primary normative
framework of Islamic governance, plays a pivotal role in establishing this link. However,
methodological weaknesses—particularly in “subject identification” (mawdii -shenasi) and
“instance identification” (masdag-shenasiy—can widen the gap between theory and practice,
thereby undermining the efficacy of religious governance. The central inquiry of this study
concerns the role of subject and instance identification within the methodology of political
figh and how these two domains contribute to producing a jurisprudence suited to the needs
of contemporary Islamic governance. The objective is to rethink the methodological founda-
tions of political figh by focusing on these two components to foster constructive interaction
between jurisprudential theory and socio-political realities.

Methods: Adopting a descriptive-analytical method within the framework of the philosophy
of applied sciences (falsafeh-ye muzaf), this study draws on conceptual and foundational
analyses within the literature of usil al-figh (principles of jurisprudence) to examine the
theoretical underpinnings and methodological shortcomings of political figh. Additionally,
through a critical assessment of the seminary (hawza) educational system and prevailing pat-
terns of jurisprudential reasoning, this study identifies key challenges in subject and instance
identification. Based on this analysis, it offers proposals for reconnecting the methodology
of political figh with the practical demands of modern religious governance.

Results and discussion: The findings indicate that distinguishing between text-based
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(mansiis) and non-text-based subjects is essential to an effective methodological framework.
In text-based subjects, neglecting contextual indicators—such as rational conventions (ir-
tikazat), the suitability between ruling and subject (munasabat al-hukm wa al-mawdit”),
and normative implication (insiraf)—may result in rigid literalism and detachment from
contemporary needs. Conversely, attention to these indicators facilitates accurate subject
reconstruction and enhances the responsiveness of figh to modern issues. Non-text-based
subjects, which constitute the majority of contemporary issues in political figh, involve com-
plex political and social transformations. Accurate identification requires engagement with
modern disciplines, particularly political science, sociology, and international relations. Re-
liance solely on traditional methods in this domain risks distancing jurisprudential reasoning
from empirical realities and fostering unsubstantiated analogies. In the domain of instance
identification (masddq-shenasi), while expert knowledge is indispensable, excluding the
jurist from the process of applying principles to external realities creates a disconnect be-
tween theory and practice, leading to abstract theorization and the “practical secularization™
of governance. Juristic involvement is essential for two reasons: first, discerning the stronger
underlying rationale (manat al-agwda) in cases of value conflict; and second, establishing
valid criteria for secondary titles (‘anawin thanawiyyah) to prevent the instrumental use of
concepts such as harm (darar), necessity (dariirah), or expediency (maslahah) to justify
state actions.

Conclusion: Without a methodological reconsideration of subject and instance identifica-
tion, political figh cannot effectively fulfill its strategic role in religious governance. Such a
shift requires rigorous attention to temporal-spatial indicators in text-based subjects, engage-
ment with political science expertise in non-text-based subjects, and the active participation
of jurists in identifying external instances. Developing a robust methodology in these areas is
essential for preserving the synthesis of “Islamicity”” and governance efficiency, thereby pre-
venting theoretical-practical disjunctions. Accordingly, seminaries should revise their cur-
ricula and strengthen interdisciplinary training to prepare jurists for emerging complexities.
The future of religious governance depends on this fundamental methodological rethinking.
Keywords: Methodology, Topic Identification, Application Recognition, Religious Govern-
ance, Political Jurisprudence.
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Extended abstract

Introduction: This article examines the attitudinal and behavioral orientations of university students
born in the 1990s and 2000s (Generations Y and Z) toward the principle of republicanism in the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran. Focusing on students is justified by their role as an informed and influential
segment of youth that decisively reproduces political discourses and shapes future societal attitudes.
Against the backdrop of global transformations, the digital communication revolution, and the rise
of new civic activism, concepts such as popular sovereignty, political participation, and citizenship
rights have undergone critical reinterpretation. Consequently, this new generation is characterized
by heightened political awareness, individualization, a demand for accountability, and sensitivity
toward the efficacy of political institutions. The conceptual framework of this study is grounded in
a legal—constitutional approach to republicanism. Here, republicanism is conceptualized not as a
normative political theory, but as the set of institutional and legal principles enshrined in the Consti-
tution of the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding the role of the people, elections, national rights, and
institutional accountability. The research instrument is designed around these constitutional themes
to avoid imposing external ideological interpretations. Drawing on New Institutionalism and the
structure-agency dialectic, the study examines the relationship between the legal structure of re-
publicanism and generational perceptions of its realization. The primary objective is to investigate
students’ evaluations of the “republican pillar” and identify their expectations for its enhancement
under current conditions. As a study in political sociology, the findings offer analytical rather than
statistical generalizability to the broader student population.

Methods: This is a survey-analytical study with an exploratory approach. The population comprises
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students born in the 1990s and 2000s at major Iranian universities, including the University of Teh-
ran and leading institutions in Shiraz, Mashhad, Tabriz, Zahedan, Isfahan, Yazd, and Kerman. Data
were collected via semi-structured interviews and open-ended questionnaires from 200 students
(120 males, 80 females) using purposive sampling until theoretical saturation was reached. While
the sample’s geographical diversity allows for an analysis of dominant nationwide patterns, general-
izing the results to the entire Iranian youth population requires caution. Data analysis was conducted
using the framework of the transition from material to post-material values.

Results and discussion: Field results indicate the emergence of a critical, individualized mind-
set among students, where political identity is defined by personal preference alongside a de-
mand for active participation. Key findings include: Evaluation of Republicanism and Structural
Incapacity: Only 45% of respondents deemed constitutional principles regarding the “rights of the
nation” to be adequate. Approximately 75% called for constitutional reform, and 70% evaluated the
realization of the republican pillar negatively. Furthermore, 80% rated institutional accountability
as weak, while 75% reported a lack of real influence over political decision-making. Sources of
Awareness and Media Legitimacy: Over 75% of students identified foreign media and 80% cited
international communication platforms as more credible sources for political and civic information.
This reveals a significant gap in media legitimacy and a decline in trust toward official domestic
outlets. Requirements for Strengthening Republicanism: Primary demands include the freedom and
competitiveness of elections, increased official accountability, stronger independent oversight mech-
anisms, and educational reforms to cultivate informed, participatory citizens.

Conclusion: The findings suggest that the student generation, perceiving a gap between constitu-
tional ideals and practical reality, is experiencing political alienation. Within this framework, loyalty
to the principle of republicanism is no longer unconditional; it is “conditional loyalty” dependent
on the system’s performance and its responsiveness to generational demands. Continued stagnation
may shift this sentiment toward “critical disengagement.” Reviving public trust requires deep struc-
tural reforms, including a reconsideration of oversight mechanisms to ensure political competition,
strengthening civil society, systematic anti-corruption efforts, and expanding freedom of expression.
Without such reforms—grounded in transparency, justice, and accountability—the political system
risks accumulating social dissatisfaction and a further weakening of its legitimacy.

Keywords: Islamic Republic of Iran, Republican Pillar, Generations Y and Z, Students, Re-
consideration, Governance Reform.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: From the Saljuqid era to the Qajar period, the Mirror for Princes tradition
served as the principal arena for analyzing state action in Iran. The advent of modernity,
however, fractured its classical theoretical foundations. Focusing on the pre-Constitu-
tional era, this article investigates the meaning of state-centrism in two late Mirror for
Princes treatises—Monshaat of Qaem-Magam and Tanzimat Sepahsalar—with the aim
of explaining how each text responds to three intertwined crises: modernity, the collapse
of the traditional political order, and the upheaval of the administrative realm. The study
demonstrates their contribution to the transition from a king-centric to a state-centric
model.

Methods: The analytical framework employed is Thomas Spragens’ crisis—diagnosis—
prescription model, which treats political theories as rational responses to concrete dis-
order. This model posits four steps in every political text: observing disorder, tracing its
roots, outlining a desired order, and devising remedies. A comparative-historical reading
was utilized to situate data extracted from Qaem-Maqam’s and Sepahsalar’s works—as
well as reports from historians and commentators—within Spragens’ schema.

Results and discussion: The comparison reveals that Qaem-Magam, reacting to mil-
itary defeats and the erosion of central authority, redefined the expediency of the state
along three axes: (a) separating the ruler’s decisions from religious authority through the
idea of an “independent monarchy”; (b) replacing personal loyalties with the emerging
notion of “national interests”; and (c) accentuating the conceptual distinction between
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the institution of the state and the person of the monarch, evident in his letters and
protests to the Shah. Prescriptively, he deemed a standing army, fiscal reform, and a
professionalized bureaucracy indispensable for the transition to a modern state. Several
decades later, Sepahsalar advanced the next stage by proposing the Tanzimat Hasana
(Beneficial Regulations). Inspired by Ottoman reforms, he outlined a “regulated mon-
archy” in which royal power is curbed through three mechanisms: (1) the creation of a
nine-member Council of Ministers headed by a premier accountable to both the Shah
and the Council; (2) the establishment of Provincial Reform Councils with the partici-
pation of fiscal officers and local notables to supervise taxation, security, and subjects’
rights; and (3) limiting provincial governors through transparent fiscal rules and manda-
tory accountability to the center. Although both authors still presuppose the legitimacy
of monarchy, they chart a two-step path from absolute kingship to a rule-of-law state:
Qaem-Magam stresses the conceptual separation of state from king and the creation of
bargaining capacity within the old administrative structure, whereas Sepahsalar, through
administrative legislation, institutionalizes the division of functions and a bureaucratic
hierarchy. Overall, late pre-Constitutional Mirror for Princes texts depart from the mor-
alizing tone of medieval advice literature and move toward a language of institutional
and governmental planning.

Conclusions: The findings indicate that the modern Mirror for Princes tradition suc-
cessfully reinvented the mechanisms of the nascent state within its classical idiom and
in continuity with the past while simultaneously confronting the crises of modernity.
Qaem-Magam disentangled the nexus of kingship and state, and Sepahsalar, through
the Tanzimat, laid the groundwork for a law-bound bureaucracy. Thus, the seeds of con-
stitutionalism were sown in pre-Constitutional Mirror for Princes texts as a response to
systemic crises through the articulation of state-centrism.

Keywords: contemporary Mirror for Princes writing; Advisory Literature; state-cen-
trism; Mirza Abul-Qasim Qaem-Maqgam Farahani; Mirza Hoseyn Khan Sepahsalar.
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