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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: States in the international arena utilize various strategies to advance their foreign
policy interests. Over the past two decades, “hedging” has emerged in academic and policy circles as
a critical concept referring to a specific type of foreign policy strategy. During this period, numerous
studies have explored the hedging strategies adopted by different states across various regions of the
world. Scholarly arguments suggest that certain states, particularly over the last three decades, have
successfully adopted this strategy, albeit based on contingent conceptualizations. In other words, many
analyses posit that hedging is a contingent strategy for contingent states in contingent times and situ-
ations. Consequently, the literature currently presents a fragmented array of perceptions, including di-
verse definitions and typologies, of this strategy. However, like other foreign policy strategies,
hedging requires a clear, universal perception that can be applied across all states, times,
and contexts. Therefore, the central question of this article is: What is the appropriate
conceptualization of the hedging strategy that can be universally applied to all states,
times, and contexts? Given the descriptive and analytical nature of this study, the answer
to this question is not presented as a hypothesis. Instead, answering it requires a critical
analysis of existing definitions and typologies, a comparative evaluation of the current
literature, and the proposal of a refined definition and typology for hedging.

Method: The method for data collection in the present study involves library and inter-
net searches, relying on secondary data from books and articles related to hedging in the
foreign policy of various countries. The focus of the search is primarily on the theoret-
ical and conceptual discussions within these sources. For data analysis, we will employ
qualitative content analysis. Accordingly, all conceptual data pertaining to hedging in
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foreign policy, as found in the works of various scholars, will be subjected to critical
scrutiny.

Results and discussion: Analysis of the origin, definition, and typologies of hedging
suggests that it is an emerging, and still newly conceptualized, strategy in international
relations. Its conceptual development is ongoing and requires further refinement. In this
context, the concept has yet to be systematically integrated into many traditional areas
of international relations studies, such as international institutions, levels of analysis,
positioning within major international relations theories, or the role of advancing inter-
disciplinary studies.

Conclusion: Framing hedging as an analytical concept allows us to explore the chang-
ing dynamics of the regional and international distribution of power. This change has
involved not only a global power shift but also significant regional adjustments among
actors, particularly in areas like the Middle East, with profound consequences for great
powers, middle powers, and small states alike. Within this framework, the central re-
search objective is to assess the feasibility of applying a universally clear concept of
hedging to explain the observed contradictions in the foreign policies of governments,
especially in recent years.

Keywords: hedging, state strategy, international system.
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Introduction :Following the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the relationship between the in-
ternational community and the Islamic Republic of Iran entered a distinct phase, char-
acterized by institutional incompatibility. In this context, Iran, as a sovereign state, has
been subject to uncooperative and often hostile interventions by the international society.
This pattern began with developments surrounding Iraq’s military invasion of Iran and
the response of international actors, and progressively expanded through trends such as
the imposition of extensive economic sanctions, political isolation, international efforts
to support Iran’s regional rivals (especially in the southern Persian Gulf), and the ap-
plication of dual standards toward Iran’s nuclear program, culminating in [mention the
specific recent event, e.g., the April 2024 retaliatory strikes, or maintain the placeholder
future date for consistency]. Meanwhile, the primary goal of this paper is to answer the
question: What is the institutional origin of the international society’s incompatibility
with the Islamic Republic of Iran, relying on the International Society Theory (English
School)?

Methods: This study utilizes the International Society Theory (English School) as its
theoretical framework to leverage its capacity for conceptualizing the nature of interna-
tional society, its primary institutions, and the impact of these institutions on the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The research employs a functional explanation method. Initially, after
a review of the literature, theoretical discussions defining international society and its
core institutions are presented, clarifying their intended, discipline-building functions.
Subsequently, the functional explanation method is applied to analyze and evaluate the
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operational incompatibility between the five core institutions of the international society
and the Islamic Republic of Iran. This stage examines concrete instances and examples
of the disruptive and contradictory operations of these institutions in dealing with Iran
as a member state.

Results and Discussion: The findings suggest that the operation of the five primary in-
stitutions of the international society—namely, the balance of power, war, international
law, diplomacy, and great power management—in relation to the Islamic Republic of
Iran has been disruptive and contrary to their main, discipline-building functions as
defined within the International Society Theory. Consequently, Iran has been exposed
to a wide range of issues stemming from the functioning of these global institutions, all
aimed at creating incompatibility between Iran and the broader international order. Prac-
tically every institutional role-playing scenario in West Asia has directly or indirectly in-
volved Iran, often exposing it to adverse consequences. Examples of the non-construc-
tive and destabilizing operations of these institutions include Iraq’s military aggression
against Iran, foreign military strikes on Iranian soil (such as the event mentioned in the
introduction), and the international community’s use of dual standards regarding the
Iranian nuclear issue.

Conclusions: The conclusions indicate that Iran’s interaction with the institutions of
the international society since the 1979 Islamic Revolution has been both direct and
indirect, resulting in a profound and lasting experience of incompatibility. Iran has been
consistently subjected to the functional role-playing of these institutions in the West
Asian environment, which has largely contributed to creating and maintaining an envi-
ronment of systemic incompatibility with the global international order.

Keywords: International Society, International Society Theory, International Society
Institutions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The war between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip (beginning October 7,
2023) has rapidly become one of the most prominent and controversial cases in the fields
of Just War Theory and international humanitarian law (IHL). The prolonged armed con-
flict, extensive civilian casualties, widespread destruction of vital infrastructure, and the
continuous blockade of Gaza have raised serious questions regarding the moral and legal
legitimacy of Israel’s military actions. Some analysts, experts, and international human
rights organizations have employed terms such as genocide, ethnic cleansing, or crimes
against humanity to interpret and describe Israel’s military conduct. Conversely, others
view such claims as exaggerated or politically motivated. This study seeks to examine
the ethical and legal status of the war, addressing the central question: Does Israel’s mili-
tary conduct constitute a violation of Just War principles, and is there evidence to support
its interpretation within the framework of the prohibition of genocide?

Methods: Given its normative nature, this research employs a deductive analytical
framework to analyze the ethical and legal dimensions of the Israel-Hamas conflict.
First, the study establishes a robust normative foundation, utilizing the theoretical prin-
ciples of Just War Theory and the legal framework of the 1948 Genocide Convention
to define the criteria for evaluating military actions. Second, these theoretical criteria
are tested against empirical data, field reports, and documented observational evidence
provided by international organizations.

Results and discussion: The findings indicate that Israel has failed to meet critical cri-
teria of Jus ad bellum—including right intention, legitimate authority, last resort, and
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reasonable chance of success—and has repeatedly violated fundamental Jus in bello
principles such as distinction between combatants and non-combatants, proportionality,
and military necessity. Furthermore, field data and reports reveal patterns of systemat-
ic destruction of critical infrastructure, a long-term blockade, and political discourse
among Israeli officials that exhibit elements aligning with the criteria of specific intent
(dolus specialis), systematic targeting of a protected group, and widespread character—
as defined by the 1948 Genocide Convention.

Conclusion: This study yields two key conclusions: First, while Just War Theory pro-
vides a valuable normative framework for assessing military legitimacy, it remains in-
sufficient for fully explaining asymmetric conflicts and contemporary forms of structur-
al violence, necessitating theoretical reconsideration and development. Second, there is
an urgent need for the international community to thoroughly investigate the allegations
of genocide concerning Israel’s actions and to activate binding international mecha-
nisms for prevention, cessation, and prosecution. Without effective accountability under
international law, the foundational principles of war ethics and humanitarian law risk
erosion and loss of credibility.

Keywords: Isracl-Hamas War; Palestine; Ethics of War; Just War Theory; Genocide.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Political theorists typically ground the validity of their political view-
points in a specific understanding of human nature. Consequently, political theorizing
has historically been closely linked to thinkers’ conceptions of human ultimate perfec-
tion and the highest good. Building upon this theoretical basis, this article first explains
the theory of human happiness from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an and then ex-
amines its implications for political theory. For theories adopting a divine and religious
approach to political philosophy, the pursuit of individual and social happiness is con-
sidered the paramount objective. Accordingly, this paper aims to elucidate the political
and social dimensions of the theory of happiness, recognized as one of the most critical
anthropological topics.

Methods: This study utilizes the thematic interpretation method (zafsir mawdii’'7) of the
Holy Qur’an to present a coherent understanding of the theory of human happiness and
ultimate perfection from a Qur’anic perspective. Subsequently, the implications and
consequences of this theory for political philosophy are explored.

Results and Discussion: The Qur’anic perspective on human happiness is emphasized
across various verses. The most important goals highlighted include receiving divine
mercy, undergoing divine testing, and attaining servitude and proximity to God ( ‘ubiidi-
yyah and qurb ilahi). Specifically, verse 56 of Surah Adh-Dhariyat expresses a compre-
hensive theory of human happiness centered on the principle of servitude to God.

This ultimate goal holds specific consequences and implications for political theory.
Every political theory inherently incorporates an understanding of human happiness
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and, in turn, supports and protects a particular form of human life and well-being. In
this sense, the Qur’an’s servitude-centric theory of human happiness provides specific
mandates for the political theory sanctioned by the Qur’an. Its first implication is the
determination of the state’s ultimate goal. The objective(s) of the state are the most cru-
cial component of any theory of governance. The legitimacy of the state, the identity
of the rulers, and the manner of exercising political authority—as the main components
of any state theory—are all determined by their relationship to the state’s defined goal.
Therefore, the state must establish and implement the rules of social life based on the
qualities and characteristics that define human happiness (i.e., servitude and proximity
to God). Another implication of the Qur’anic theory of happiness for political theory is
the negation of secularism. This implies that the distinction between the realm of reli-
gion and the realm of politics is inherently unjustified and conflicts with human nature.
Finally, the necessity of the political leadership of the Infallible Imam (AS) in a religious
political society is another result of this servitude-based understanding of happiness.
The political leadership of the Infallibles means that political authority must be realized
through the leadership of the Infallible Imam (AS), who is recognized as being at the
highest level of servitude and divine proximity.

Conclusions: The theory of happiness centered on servitude both justifies the existence
and legitimacy of the state and determines its main purpose as its most important com-
ponent. The distinction between the realm of religion and the realm of politics, which
serves as the theoretical basis for secularism, is considered an unjustified and contra-
dictory distinction in light of the theory of happiness derived from servitude to God and
obedience to divine commands. Moreover, the leadership along the path toward divine
proximity and servitude to God must be executed by the Infallible Imam (AS). The po-
litical leadership of the Infallibles signifies that political authority must rest with those
who embody the highest level of servitude and divine proximity.
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Original Article
Extended Abstract

Introduction: Isaiah Berlin’s distinction between negative and positive liberty consti-
tutes one of the most significant theoretical contributions to the field of freedom, gen-
erating a diverse range of both supportive and critical scholarly responses. However,
the majority of works analyzing and explicating this theory have developed their phil-
osophical and logical critiques without first achieving a sympathetic understanding of
Berlin’s broader intellectual project or appreciating his particular perspective on liberty
within its original context. In reality, Berlin inaugurated a new direction in the revival
of twentieth-century political philosophy, leaving a profound impact on the discourse
of freedom. Accordingly, this study aims, first, to provide a comprehensive account of
the evolution of his theory, and second, to derive practical lessons from his intellectual
trajectory for contemporary intellectual reflection within Iranian society.

Methods: This paper employs Quentin Skinner’s hermeneutic methodology to elucidate
the meaning-making process underlying Berlin’s distinction between negative and pos-
itive liberty. The analysis explicates Skinner’s methodological framework and its oper-
ational implications before applying it directly to Berlin’s texts. Following this method,
the analysis focuses initially on the political and social context and subsequently on
the theoretical background of the era in which Berlin produced his speech acts. This
approach allows for a precise depiction of the historical and discursive milieu of the pe-
riod. Once the conditions and motivations for Berlin’s communicative acts are clarified,
the analysis examines his intended “communicative action.”

Results and Discussion: By proposing the distinction between positive and negative
liberty and offering his unique interpretation, Berlin was engaging in a communica-
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tive act aimed at confronting totalitarian ideologies and defending the tenets of liberal
freedom. This primary objective suggests that we should moderate the predominantly
critical debates concerning the possibility of separating these two concepts and the vari-
ous philosophical and logical objections raised, as Berlin’s main concern was not to ad-
vance a purely academic discussion. Instead, he sought to protect and delineate modern
freedom, which, in his view, was facing an acutely alarming challenge with the rise and
expansion of totalitarianism.

Conclusion: What emerges from Berlin’s intellectual trajectory is the insight that theo-
rizing—both generally and specifically in relation to liberty—is fundamentally an iden-
tity-laden process, made possible only through the theorist’s active engagement within
the sphere of social practice. Consequently, an Iranian intellectual can only engage in
theorizing for Iran by acknowledging and leveraging their Iranian-Islamic identity, and
by achieving a precise understanding of their intellectual “other.” Through this process,
they can effectively position themselves relative to rival discourses, and within this
intellectual struggle—which materializes in concrete social practice—they can achieve
a more refined self-understanding and enter into a meaningful dialogue with their own
society. At the philosophical level, identifying the core locus of contention—that is,
determining where intellectual force extends into the social sphere—becomes a primary
concern. Without precisely locating this core locus of contention, the researcher’s efforts
devolve into fragmented endeavors that lack foundational coherence, ultimately failing
to coalesce or reach completion.

Keywords: Isaiah Berlin, liberty, political philosophy, political thought, theory.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and goals: In the complex and fluid sphere of contemporary international
relations, characterized primarily by escalating great power competition and the ongoing
struggle to establish or challenge global hegemony, maintaining national independence
and achieving sustainable development have become strategic priorities for autonomous
nations. In this challenging context, the Islamic Republic of Iran has responded not with
a passive approach, but by formulating an indigenous and unique strategy encapsulated
in a comprehensive soft power of resistance doctrine. This article adopts an analytical-in-
terpretive approach, focusing deeply on the thought of the Supreme Leader, to explore and ana-
lyze the foundational triad of religion, knowledge, and unity. These components are explained
as multidimensional and fundamental strategic shields against the systematic, all-encompassing
pressures of the global domination system. From this perspective, the research details how this
triad functions within the Supreme Leader’s comprehensive and dynamic theory of strategic
resistance. This theory views global hegemony as the manifestation of a false and unjust order
whose ultimate goal is to deprive independent nations of their will and to enforce cultural trans-
formation. In contrast to this pervasive hegemony, the triad of religion, knowledge, and unity
acts as fundamental elements, active agents, and dynamic deterrents against political, econom-
ic, military, and cultural pressures from the forces of arrogance.

Methods: This article was conducted using qualitative content analysis, grounded in
the statements and written works of the Supreme Leader. The theoretical roots of this
triad are explored through a layered and in-depth analysis that moves beyond superficial
examination. This exploration covers the ontological (including the opposition between
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right and wrong, and the manifestation of divine and human will), the anthropologi-
cal-sociological (emphasizing the inherent dignity of the nation, the capabilities of the
collective will of the Islamic nation, and the vital role of leadership), and the epistemo-
logical (knowledge as the true source of authority and wealth, the necessity of strategic
rationality, and deep insight into international equations) foundations of his thought.
This multi-level approach enables us to precisely explain the role of each component
within the theoretical framework of the Islamic Republic’s active resistance.

Results and discussion: The research findings indicate that religion, by strengthening
deep faith and spirituality while preserving the authentic Islamic-Iranian identity, func-
tions as a cultural bastion. Knowledge, through the comprehensive development of sci-
entific and technological self-sufficiency, enables the nation to reach new frontiers of
advanced technologies and expertise. Unity, in turn, strengthens social resilience by
forging unparalleled national cohesion and fostering effective synergy with independent
nations and states on the front of resistance. This complex, systemic synergy, framed
by the theory of strategic resistance, significantly enhances the strategic resilience of
the Islamic Republic of Iran against foreign influence and domination. Furthermore, it
propels the country toward playing an active and pioneering role in the formation of a
more just and multipolar world order.

Conclusions: Contrary to the common perception of soft power as a purely assimilative
or attractive tool, the theory of strategic resistance posits it as a dynamic, comprehen-
sive, and civilization-building doctrine. This theory emphasizes active deterrence based
on the triad of religion, knowledge, and unity, introducing resistance as a progressive
movement toward achieving the long-term goals of independence, sustainable devel-
opment, and the formation of a new world order. By using qualitative content analysis,
this study comprehensively examines the triad of religion, knowledge, and unity as im-
penetrable and dynamic strategic shields against the pressures of the global hegemony
system. This detailed analysis contributes to a more accurate understanding of the new
dynamics of power and enriches the scholarly literature in the fields of international re-
lations theories, strategic studies, soft power, and modern Islamic civilization-building.
Keywords: Soft power, global hegemony, strategic resistance theory, religion, knowledge, uni-
ty, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: With the advancement of digital transformation and the growing role of data in
governance decision-making, understanding public attitudes toward data governance has be-
come increasingly critical. Data governance, as a framework for managing, preserving, and uti-
lizing data, not only influences policymaking, transparency, and governmental accountability but
also fundamentally requires public acceptance and engagement. In Iran, despite technological
progress, a crucial gap remains in understanding public perceptions of data use, protection, and
sharing. This study aims to analyze public attitudes toward data governance, identify the accom-
panying social and cultural barriers, and propose strategies to enhance public engagement with
data-driven policies. Specifically, the research focuses on understanding the factors that shape
citizens’ trust or distrust in data management. The main objectives include assessing the level of
public awareness of data governance, evaluating attitudes toward data transparency and security,
and pinpointing the missing links in current data policy formulation. Moreover, the study seeks to
answer a key question: “What factors shape public attitudes toward data governance in Iran, and
how can policymakers address this missing link within the country’s data policies?”’

Method: This study, situated within the field of political science, employed interview-based data
as an effective method for informing policy formulation. The research adopts a descriptive—an-
alytical approach with a quantitative orientation. Data were collected through structured inter-
views and Likert-scale questionnaires (ranging from 1 to 5). The statistical population consists of
students and graduates in the fields of Political Science, Law, Electrical and Computer Engineer-
ing, Political Geography, and Sociology. The sample size was determined to be 150 participants,
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calculated using Cochran’s formula. The study utilized a non-probability sampling method. After
data collection, the responses were coded and entered into the SPSS software (Data View sec-
tion). Subsequently, the Frequencies command was used to calculate the mean values of respons-
es, which were then organized into summary tables. The primary objective of this research is to
analyze descriptive data to examine the challenges of data governance in contemporary society,
with the results presented in the findings section.

Results and Discussion: The results of the survey data analysis indicate that the level of public
awareness regarding the concepts of data governance in Iran is limited. Many citizens lack suf-
ficient familiarity with key notions such as data transparency, information security, and digital
rights. This lack of awareness is accompanied by a general distrust toward data-governing institu-
tions and significant concerns over the potential misuse of personal or public data. Furthermore,
the findings reveal that the absence of transparent communication mechanisms and effective
social participation constitutes the main missing link in the data governance process. Converse-
ly, individuals with direct experience interacting with digital government services demonstrate
more positive attitudes toward data management, highlighting the role of firsthand experience in
strengthening public trust. The study also suggests that organizational culture and macro-level
policymaking play decisive roles in shaping public acceptance. Weaknesses in these areas tend to
intensify citizens’ resistance and distrust. Ultimately, identifying this missing link and the factors
influencing public attitudes enables the formulation of policy solutions grounded in social par-
ticipation, transparency, and digital education. Such approaches can contribute to improving the
quality of data-driven decision-making and enhancing citizens’ trust in governmental institutions.
Conclusion: The study’s findings indicate that public attitudes toward data governance in Iran
are primarily influenced by factors such as digital literacy, direct experience with e-government
services, and trust in governmental institutions. The most significant challenge identified is a lack
of transparency and adequate education in digital rights, which has created a persistent “missing
link” between policy-making and social acceptance. Bridging this gap requires a multi-facet-
ed approach encompassing public education, institutional transparency, and participatory policy
design. Building trust through active citizen engagement and robust data security guarantees is
crucial for the successful adoption of data governance. Ultimately, effective data governance
depends not only on technological infrastructure but also on its alignment with the socio-cultural
structures of society.
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Original Article
Extended Abstract

Introduction: One characteristic feature of human social life is the diversity of per-
spectives and methods among individuals, which often leads to dissent, protest, and,
in some cases, social unrest. Different models of governance, shaped by distinct politi-
cal philosophies and approaches to public policy-making, address the issue of political
and social protests in unique ways. Accordingly, this research aims to answer the main
question: “What are the limits and frameworks of protest within Islamic governance,
and how should a religious government respond to protests?”” To address this core ques-
tion, this study utilizes library research, referencing existing resources, and operates within a
foundationalist analytical framework. It first examines the issue of protest during the era of the
Infallible Imams (peace be upon them), and subsequently addresses this issue during the period
of Occultation, highlighting the differences compared to the time of the Infallible Imam’s direct
presence and rule.

Methods: This research is applied in nature and employs a descriptive-analytical ap-
proach, referencing historical documents. Concurrently, an effort has been made to
clarify the foundational principles within a foundational analysis framework, thereby
defining the relevant boundaries and frameworks. In this context, foundationalism is
understood as a term related to epistemological theories, asserting that knowledge must
ultimately rest upon justified beliefs or other certain, basic principles.

Results and discussion: The results of this research indicate that, unlike in the governance
of the Infallible Imams, dissent and verbal criticism are permissible within a non-infalli-
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ble government. This is contingent upon the criticism not escalating into actions such as
disobedience, creating chaos, or attempting to overthrow the system. This limitation is
grounded in two primary principles: maintaining the stability of the system and prevent-
ing the delegitimization of the Islamic community’s leader. Furthermore, it is established
that the primary principle in dealing with verbal criticisms is one of tolerance and endurance.
However, in situations where dissent leads to social division and disrupts communal cohesion,
the government is authorized to respond to these dissenting voices using non-violent measures.
Therefore, there is not an automatic or universal obligation to tolerate all forms of criticism.
The study also reveals that mere suspicion, doubt, or conjecture cannot justify negative or se-
curity-based actions against individuals or groups. Conversely, the interpretation that a violent
movement must first commence before the government can take violent action against rioters
is also considered incorrect.

Conclusions: The research concludes that in the government of the Infallible Imams
(peace be upon them), various forms of opposition—including open expression of inter-
nal dissent, planning conspiracies, civil disobedience, and actively working to overthrow
the system—are deemed illegitimate, with the exception of questioning and raising in-
quiries. In contrast, during the period of Occultation and within the framework of the Guardi-
anship of the Jurist (Velayat-e Faqih) government, internal dissent, questioning, criticism, and
even the expression of opposition are permitted, provided they adhere to specific conditions and
regulations. However, planning and preparing for conspiracies, civil disobedience, and subver-
sive actions aimed at the system’s downfall remain strictly impermissible.

Keywords: Protest, Turmoil, Rebellion, Islamic State, foundational analysis.
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