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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: In the years following the Arab Spring, the Middle East has undergone
profound and complex transformations that have influenced patterns of convergence and
divergence among countries in the region. However, one aspect that has received less at-
tention in political analyses is the role of emotions in these developments. Accordingly,
the main research question of this study is: How have emotions influenced the persis-
tence of tensions and conflicts in the Middle East between 2011 and 2024? To address
this question, the study proposes the hypothesis that ethnic, religious, and nationalist
emotions in the Middle East after the Arab Spring have contributed to increased internal
conflicts, strengthened anti-foreign sentiments, and heightened public dissatisfaction.
As a result, rather than prioritizing collective cooperation, regional countries have fo-
cused on preserving their identities and engaging in regional rivalries. These emotional
dynamics have significantly shaped the orientations and relationships of Middle Eastern
states, leading to the persistence of tensions and divergence. This study aims to analyze
the impact of emotions on the continuation of tensions and conflicts in the Middle East
from 2011 to 2024.

Methods: This study employs a quantitative analysis method and an explanatory-de-
scriptive approach to investigate the role of ethnic, religious, and nationalist emotions in
sustaining tensions and conflicts in the Middle East between 2011 and 2024. Research
data has been gathered from library sources and analyzed using quantitative tools to
assess correlations between variables.
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Resalts and Discussion: Following the Arab Spring, Middle Eastern countries encoun-
tered numerous challenges that intensified nationalist, religious, and ethnic emotions in
the region. Based on the theoretical framework of emotional realism, the fear of weak-
ening national and religious identities has driven states and various groups to reinforce
ethnic and religious boundaries. Consequently, rather than fostering cooperation, these
dynamics have fueled further conflicts.

These emotions, particularly in countries affected by foreign interventions, have led to
increased distrust toward external powers and even neighboring states. Instead of work-
ing toward regional cooperation, governments in the region have adopted isolationist
policies and sought to strengthen their national identities. Another critical aspect in ex-
plaining the hypothesis is the role of collective emotions in Middle Eastern conflicts,
particularly those based on religious and ethnic identities. Regional rivalries among
Middle Eastern states have contributed to the formation of religious blocs, each seeking
regional and international support. Emotional realism explains how religious and eth-
nic emotions can be politically instrumentalized, leading to intensified competition and
conflicts instead of fostering cooperation. Furthermore, emotional realism highlights
how the fear of internal instability and external threats has compelled regional states to
adopt conservative and isolationist policies.

Conclusion: This study aimed to examine the impact of emotions on the persistence of
tensions and conflicts in the Middle East between 2011 and 2024 using the theoretical
framework of emotional realism. The findings suggest that emotions have exacerbated
conflicts in the post-Arab Spring Middle East. Under these conditions, collective emo-
tions and identities have not only played a central role in shaping domestic and foreign
policies but have also emerged as significant obstacles to regional cooperation. Par-
ticularly in times of crisis and instability, emotions have reinforced ethnic and religious
identities, prompting states to adopt conservative and competitive policies. Ultimately,
these dynamics have intensified both internal and international conflicts in the Middle
East.
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Abstract Extended

Introduction: The establishment of a close relationship between sociology, political
science, and economics began with the emergence of new institutionalist debates in the
mid-1980s, particularly through the work of Douglas North. Research findings indicate
that economic growth, increased foreign investment, trade partnerships (imports and
exports), and similar factors are influenced significantly by domestic environments. The
Scandinavian economies—Denmark, Norway, and Sweden—are among the wealthiest
in the world. These countries enjoy some of the highest living standards globally due to
relatively low income inequality, high employment rates, elevated taxation, and well-de-
veloped systems of education and social security. From a regional perspective, Scandi-
navia forms a cohesive unit that consistently outperforms the averages of both the Euro-
pean Union and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).
However, these countries also differ in key areas: Sweden has the largest overall econo-
my, followed by Norway and then Denmark. Norway boasts the highest GDP per capita,
while Denmark is the only one of the three to show a positive GDP growth rate since the
2008 financial crisis. Examining the statistics related to foreign trade, total export and
import values, and general economic performance provides valuable insights for devel-
oping institutional development-oriented approaches. These approaches emphasize the
embeddedness of the economy in politics, elite perception, and foreign policy aligned
with national development. For instance, trade statistics from 2010 to 2020 reveal a sig-
nificant increase in the total value of Scandinavian exports.

Methods: This study is developmental in its purpose, descriptive-analytical in its meth-
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od, and based on library research for data collection. The author adopts a descriptive and
analytical approach.

Results and Discussion: Classical approaches in international relations typical-
ly argue that foreign policy operates independently of domestic policy, treating
states as “billiard balls” whose internal affairs are irrelevant on the internation-
al stage. In contrast, more recent perspectives assert that domestic and foreign poli-
cy are deeply intertwined. Institutionalism in political economy, as one of these mod-
ern approaches, focuses on the significance of social traditions and institutions and
places greater importance on domestic factors than on external dynamics. This per-
spective becomes particularly relevant when applied to the Scandinavian context.
The hypothesis of this research, supported by an anthology method and informed
by institutional, perceptual, and development-oriented approaches, posits that for-
eign and domestic policies are interwoven in such a way that domestic policy—
through cultural, political, economic, and social appeal—creates a fertile ground for
economic dynamism. Simultaneously, foreign policy, through its strategic mobil-
ity, advances developmental goals by attracting foreign direct investment, build-
ing national branding, enhancing international coordination, increasing glob-
al communication, promoting neutrality, and de-securitizing economic relations.
Institutionalism first emerged in the late 1870s as a response to the mechanical rational-
ism of classical and neoclassical economic schools.

Conclusion: Institutionalism gradually redefined the concept of development from a
non-classical viewpoint, emphasizing the fundamental importance of cultural, social,
political, and economic contexts and infrastructures. Institutions, as products of human
behavior, were seen as vital components of development. In the institutionalist frame-
work, political institutions play a crucial role due to their function in the creation, stabi-
lization, and enforcement of both formal and informal rules. Consequently, the role of
the state becomes central in institutional economics and in fostering sustainable devel-
opment.

KeyWords: Scandinavia, Nordic countries, foreign policy, developmentalism, institu-
tionalism.
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Introduction: From a macro perspective, the process of state and nation-building in Af-
ghanistan has historically faced significant challenges, particularly due to the country’s
ethnic and religious diversity. Civil wars and foreign interventions have further compli-
cated this process, preventing the establishment of sustainable security. Afghan society
is marked by deep complexities—social, economic, political, as well as ideological and
cultural. These complexities have been exacerbated by the country’s diverse cultural,
ethnic, and religious composition. The introduction of modernity—manifested in the
form of new technologies, ideologies, and social structures—has created friction with
traditional values and norms. As a result, the conflict between traditionalist and mod-
ernist forces within various social groups has intensified, making social management
increasingly difficult. This article analyzes Afghan security from both intellectual and
social perspectives. It seeks to answer the question: What have been the consequences
of the conflict between tradition and modernity in Afghan society over the past century,
and how has this conflict affected national security? In response, the article proposes the
following hypothesis: Since the era of Amanullah Khan, the introduction of modern civ-
ilization into Afghanistan has led to a growing ideological divide. This divide has con-
tributed to the rise of fundamentalism, resulting from the destructive conflict between
traditionalist and modernist forces.

Methods: This research is developmental in its objective and employs a qualitative re-
search methodology, specifically document analysis. The primary data collection meth-
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od involves secondary source analysis and whistleblowing reports.
Results and Discussion: The data reveal that ideological conflicts between conserv-
ative and reformist forces in Afghanistan, dating back to the early 20th century, have
consistently hindered development and social stability, despite generating some waves
of transformation. The ongoing theoretical and practical conflict between these two in-
tellectual streams has weakened the state and nation-building processes, obstructing
the formation of a unified national identity. As a result, Afghanistan remains a country
fraught with internal tensions and persistent security threats. On one side, traditionalist
forces aim to preserve and reinforce ethnic and religious identities. On the other, mod-
ernist groups strive to integrate global values into the country’s socio-political frame-
work. This identity-based dialectic has deepened social crises and increased tensions,
ultimately reducing the effectiveness of the Afghan state and exacerbating societal divi-
sions. The consequences of this dynamic are evident across different geographical and
political levels, most notably in the empowerment of radical and fundamentalist groups.
Conclusion: The conflict between tradition and modernism is likely to persist in Af-
ghanistan’s future. This ongoing tension risks further destabilizing the country, as diver-
gent groups—each with their own values and worldviews—struggle to forge a shared
national identity. These unresolved divisions create fertile ground for radical and fun-
damentalist factions to exploit unrest and expand their influence. Furthermore, the en-
trenched resistance of traditionalist groups to modern reform may continue to impede
social and economic development. This resistance, in turn, undermines efforts toward
progress and threatens national security. As such, the unresolved conflict between tradi-
tional and modern forces could expose Afghanistan to increasing security risks, includ-
ing a resurgence of terrorist activity and a rise in internal instability.

Keywords: Security, Afghan society, ideological divide, tradition, modernism.
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1. Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan

2. Islamic State — Khorasan Province

3. Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan

4. Lashkar-e-Taiba

5.ETIM or East Turkestan Independence Movement
6. Jaish-e-Mohammed
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Introduction: Contrary to the optimistic predictions that followed the Cold War re-
garding the global promotion and consolidation of liberal democracy, we are now wit-
nessing the expansion and entrenchment of various forms of authoritarian governance.
In fact, authoritarianism has become the dominant model of governance in many parts
of the world. This reality reflects profound shifts in the political and social structures of
societies and demands increased scholarly attention to better understand its dimensions
and implications. Accordingly, this research seeks to address the following questions:
What are the defining characteristics and forms of 21st-century authoritarianism? What
mechanisms does it employ to gain and maintain power? And how does authoritarian-
ism differ between developing and developed countries?

Methods: This study employs a mixed-methods approach (quantitative and qualitative)
within a descriptive-analytical framework to explore the dimensions and features of the
expansion of authoritarian governance. The quantitative component draws on statistics
and data from international organizations such as Freedom House and the V-Dem Insti-
tute. The qualitative section involves a critical review and analysis of leading scholarly
work on democracy and authoritarianism. First, it compares classical and contempo-
rary forms of authoritarianism; subsequently, it examines how modern authoritarianism
manifests in both developing and developed countries. The data used in this study have
been collected from documentary and library sources, as well as statistical databases
provided by international institutions.

Results and Discussion: Authoritarianism in the 21st century exhibits characteristics
that differentiate it from its historical counterparts. Modern authoritarian regimes often
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operate within electoral frameworks, allow limited pluralism, employ less overt vio-
lence, and advance their agendas subtly under the guise of democratic legitimacy. While
these regimes are not openly despotic, they also show no genuine inclination toward
democratization. Instead, they demonstrate greater resilience and adaptability compared
to earlier forms of authoritarianism.To avoid domestic backlash and international con-
demnation, contemporary authoritarian governments rarely resort to extreme measures
such as mass arrests or executions. Most citizens do not directly experience state vi-
olence. However, the core of authoritarianism remains rooted in the concentration of
power and the enforcement of strict societal control. This control is exercised through
mechanisms such as the suppression of political opposition, media censorship, restric-
tions on civil liberties, and a lack of governmental accountability and transparency. The
global rise of authoritarianism has manifested in various forms across both advanced
democracies and developing nations. Examples include the election of populist leaders
who challenge legal norms, such as Donald Trump in the United States; the ascent of
far-right politicians like Giorgia Meloni in Italy; the continued rule of long-standing
authoritarian figures like Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Turkey; and the deepening of author-
itarian practices in states like China under Xi Jinping.

Conclusions: The findings of this research suggest that the global dominance of dem-
ocratic paradigms, particularly during the so-called “third wave of democracy” after
the Cold War, was an exceptional and temporary phenomenon. The stagnation of dem-
ocratic progress and the rise of authoritarian models of governance—historically the
more prevalent form—mark a return to an enduring trend.New authoritarianism, with
its distinctive features, is not only growing stronger but is also increasingly accepted—
especially among younger populations, some of whom may even support its consoli-
dation. Although there remains the possibility for internal change and the weakening
of authoritarian tendencies in some countries, available evidence indicates that current
authoritarian regimes are unlikely to disappear in the near future.

Keywords: Authoritarianism, Deepening Authoritarianism, Democracy, Far-Right,
Populism
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Identifying the trends of protests in Iranian society and integrating them
within the framework of organized movements, particularly in recent years, highlights
the emergence of a new pattern in protest behavior. This new pattern, while shaped by
the discourse constructed by domestic protesters and responding to internal social, eco-
nomic, and political conditions, also appears to result from a multidimensional design
and external influence by foreign actors. In this context, the protests of 2022 (1401)
serve as a prominent example, offering an opportunity to analyze this new pattern and
examine the key components that define it. This article introduces the concept of a “ma-
nipulated social movement” to represent this complex phenomenon. By applying this
concept to the 2022 protests, the study aims to identify and categorize the main features
and elements of this movement. The primary objective of the research is to provide a
comprehensive analysis of how these movements were formed, directed, and influenced
Iran’s political and social landscape. Additionally, the study seeks to contribute to the
strategic management of protests in Iran. The secondary objectives include explaining
the components of the 2022 protests and refining the conceptual understanding of ma-
nipulated social movements.

Methods: This research follows a qualitative approach, employing a descriptive-analyti-
cal method. Data collection was conducted through documentary research, utilizing rep-
utable online databases and academic sources. The collected data were analyzed using
the Causal Layered Analysis (CLA) method, which provides a multi-layered framework
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for a deeper and more multidimensional analysis. CLA examines the subject matter
from four different levels, ranging from surface-level phenomena to deeper conceptual
structures, and can be applied in both top-down and bottom-up approaches.

Result & Discussion: The research findings indicate that the manipulated social move-
ment seen in the 2022 protests possesses distinctive characteristics that differentiate it
from other movements. This movement relies more on virtual actions rather than street
protests, seeks to conceal its leadership while presenting itself as a grassroots movement,
and exploits existing crises and conflicts. Furthermore, it leverages foreign support and
international media to advance its objectives. Another key feature of this movement is
its ability to generate hope for change, encouraging public participation in protests. On
a metaphorical level, the movement employs ambiguous concepts and undefined de-
mands, leading people toward unclear objectives. These characteristics enable a more
precise analysis and a better approach to managing protests, particularly in mitigating
the negative impact of foreign intervention.

Conclusion: The layered analysis of the manipulated social movement reveals that, as
a new social movement, it has 12 distinguishing components. In the litany layer, the
movement is predominantly virtual, its leadership is concealed, and it has a symbolic
nature. In the systemic layer, it is rooted in conflict, follows the protest trend, and is in-
fluenced by foreign intervention. In the discourse layer, it emerges from a media-driven
narrative, results from external discourse, and seeks to propagate a message of hope for
change. Finally, in the metaphorical layer, it lacks foundational metaphors, incorporates
constructed and diverse metaphors, and follows a three-tiered metaphorical framework.
Keywords: Social Movement, Modern Movement, Manipulated Movement, Protests
Of 2022, Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The oriental tyranny envisioned by Wittfogel is the result of a mechanism
that Marx and Engels referred to as the “Asiatic mode of production.” The scarcity of
water in the East necessitates its efficient management, which in turn leads to the estab-
lishment of a centralized government and a powerful bureaucratic apparatus responsible
for distributing water resources. The emergence of such a system lays the foundation
for the formation of tyranny in Eastern societies. Based on this theory, several Iranian
scholars have attempted to analyze the persistence of tyranny in the country. This article
first examines the mechanisms proposed in the theory of Eastern tyranny from Wittfo-
gel’s perspective. It then explores the views of Iranian scholars working in this field and,
finally, critiques and evaluates the application of this theory within the framework of
historical developments in Iranian society.

Methods: In the current study, documentary and historical methods were used. The doc-
umentary method was considered both as a comprehensive approach and as a technique
to enhance other qualitative methods in social science research. In this method, the
researcher gathers research data on social actors, events, and phenomena from various
sources and documents. The findings of these studies were then evaluated and analyzed
from a historical perspective. Historical research is a systematic and precise study of
the past, requiring the researcher to thoroughly and skillfully examine historical events.
Results and Discussion: Considering the theories presented in this article, several crit-
icisms can be made regarding the application of the theory of Eastern tyranny to Iran.
While water scarcity has undoubtedly played a role in shaping political, economic, and
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social relations in the country, its impact has been significantly overstated. The most
important criticisms of applying the theory of Eastern tyranny to Iran include the follow-
ing: Theories that attribute tyranny primarily to climate and water scarcity tend to fall
into a form of geographic determinism, overlooking the role of other influential factors.
If theories of authoritarian rule are reinterpreted to account for the mutual influence of
culture, politics, and economics—while also considering the temporal and spatial con-
ditions of different historical periods—either emphasizing one of these factors over the
others in certain contexts or recognizing their interconnectedness in different times and
places, their explanatory power will be significantly strengthened.

Conclution: The application of the theory of Eastern tyranny in its current form does
not seem to be particularly useful for explaining or analyzing Iranian society. The failure
to consider numerous historical variables in the evolution of society—such as cultural
factors—or the misrepresentation of relationships within the country makes it difficult
to align the theory with empirical realities. This can, in turn, lead to misunderstandings
and misinterpretations. It appears that if the theory of Eastern tyranny were more closely
aligned with the realities of Iranian society and incorporated cultural variables, it would
provide a more comprehensive and effective understanding of the evolution of society
and governance in Iran.

Keywords: Oriental Despotism, Asiatic mode of production, Wittfogel, Iranian society,
Historical Approach.
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Abstract

Introduction: The political arena cannot be imagined without conflicts that create en-
mity and perpetuate the presence of the enemy within it. The intrinsic connection be-
tween politics and enmity is highly prominent in Carl Schmitt’s thought, making the
examination of the keyword “enemy” in his work of great importance. This significance
lies in the centrality of the enemy concept to Schmitt’s philosophy and the issues he
raises surrounding it. This article, focusing on contextual and meta-textual foundations,
revisits Schmitt’s ideas to better understand his thought within the context of his works,
centered around the concept of the enemy. The main focus of this discussion is to ex-
plore the processes that placed the concept of the enemy at the core of Schmitt’s thought
and the goals he pursued, employing Skinner’s method for analysis.

Method: Skinner’s intentional hermeneutic method treats the text as a speech act per-
formed by the author with a specific purpose. Understanding the text requires attention
to both the text itself and the context of its formation, spanning two dimensions: polit-
ical and intellectual geography. Skinner connects the text, the context, and the author,
highlighting the author’s agency and the communicative nature of the text. Beyond their
conveyed meanings, texts hold a latent power that shapes speech acts, and understand-
ing this power offers insight into the author’s purpose. Applying this method involves
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situating Schmitt’s works within the political and intellectual contexts that surrounded
him and interpreting his speech acts accordingly.

Results and discussion: Liberal thought and the Weimar Republic are considered the
most significant hyper-textual variables influencing Schmitt’s thought in both intellec-
tual and political contexts. Schmitt attributes the crises of the Weimar Republic and
the rise of authoritarian governments during this period to the embrace of liberal ide-
as and political romanticism, which he perceived as politically neutral and passive. In
Schmitt’s view, political life is fundamentally grounded in the principle of what is nor-
mal and right. By defining sovereignty through the concept of the “state of exception,”
he identifies its purest form in the confrontation with the enemy, asserting that the most
decisive moments in politics arise when the enemy is recognized with objective clarity.
The state of exception creates conditions in which the state is placed above the law,
aligning with Schmitt’s goal of consolidating state authority. The distinction between
friend and enemy — a core criterion of “the political” — marks the pinnacle of the
enemy concept in Schmitt’s thought. In direct opposition to liberalism, Schmitt rejects
the pursuit of a neutral, conflict-free space where rational understanding and consensus
can be achieved through dialogue, arguing that such a pursuit contradicts the logic of
politics. For Schmitt, any consensus reached through this process is merely a temporary
compromise.

Conclusion: Politics 1s a realm of contradictions, where enmities are created, devel-
oped, and sustained. Understanding the occurrence of various political events is only
possible through the concept of the enemy and the dynamics of enmity and friendship.
The distinction between friends and enemies is the foundation that shapes and gives
meaning to the behavior of political actors. The ever-present possibility of conflict, as
the ultimate expression of political enmity, hinges on the concept of the enemy, making
it essential for understanding politics itself.

Keywords: Politics, Enemy, Carl Schmitt, Skinner’s Method.
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Abstract Extended

Introduction: From the theoretical standpoint of political theology rather than political
philosophy, this article examines the theological systems of certain religious intellectu-
als in their efforts to justify and reconstruct their political thought. It seeks to demon-
strate how—using a global and international example—the structure of their theological
organization is shaped by secular thinking, either in its adoption or opposition.
Methods: The research employs a qualitative, documentary-based approach appropriate
to the subject matter. Additionally, the study utilizes the discourse analysis framework
of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe, which views the temporary fixation of meaning
in signs as a result of antagonism and opposition. It also draws on Teun A. van Dijk’s
critical discourse analysis to identify and extract key signifiers—both invoked and re-
jected (highlighted and marginalized)—in the theological discourse of these religious
intellectuals.

Results and Discussion: The findings show that the treatment of the concepts of "res-
urrection and the hereafter," as well as the conceptualization of the relationship between
"human beings and God," underpins the theological frameworks of certain religious
intellectuals (notably Abdolkarim Soroush and the late Mehdi Bazargan) in their ef-
forts to justify political thought. In the context of secularized thought, resurrection and
the hereafter are emphasized within religious discourse, while the vision of religion as
an organization regulating collective life in the world is marginalized. Conversely, in
non-secular thought (as seen in the work of Ali Shariati), the concepts of resurrection
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and the afterlife are downplayed, while the practical potential of religion for managing
worldly affairs is brought to the forefront. In this view, a religion that fails to address the
conditions of this world is seen as ineffective for the afterlife as well. In secular thought,
the relationship between humans and God is reframed: based on modern human expec-
tations, the domain of religion is confined to areas beyond the reach of reason and em-
pirical experience, such as the afterlife. Since the organization of worldly affairs can be
addressed through human reason and experience, religion is seen as having no author-
ity in such matters; authority is transferred to human agency. However, in non-secular
frameworks, God's sovereignty is absolute, encompassing both worldly and otherworld-
ly matters, either directly or indirectly.

Conclusion: Religious intellectualism, unlike traditionalist or non-religious intellectual
movements, cannot remain indifferent to the epistemological and institutional conse-
quences of modern life. It also cannot abandon its religious foundations. Thus, over the
past century, religious intellectualism has sought to reinterpret and re-narrate religion in
a way that is compatible with modernity and its achievements.

If modern empirical science has become a universal reference, then a corresponding
interpretation of religion must be developed that aligns with this scientific worldview. If
the hallmark of modern thought is its capacity to drive social transformation (ideology),
then religion must also be presented in a form that has ideological strength. If modernity
values democratic forms of collective life, religion must be articulated in democratic
terms. The same applies to issues such as human rights, women's rights, and freedom of
expression. Religious intellectuals aim to modernize both religion and religious socie-
ty, while still remaining within the framework of religious identity and knowledge. To
this end, they continuously revise their religious thought—highlighting or marginalizing
certain theological components—to reduce the tension between religious traditions and
modernity, and to reconcile being both religious and modern. This process sometimes
leads to significant changes in their theological systems, distancing them from other
religious thinkers. In some cases, these transformations are so fundamental that they are
no longer considered part of mainstream religiosity by others.

Keywords: Political theology, religious intellectualism, secularism, non-secularism,
resurrection, relationship between God and man.
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