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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: This article conceptualizes and analyses the revisionism of two major
global powers—China and the United States—within the liberal international order.
Contrary to conventional approaches that portray China as the sole revisionist actor and
the United States as the defender of the status quo, this research argues that the United
States has also become a revisionist power.

Methods: Utilizing qualitative research methods, including case studies and document
analysis, this article examines the revisionist behavior of these two countries across var-
ious domains such as international security, the global economy, environmental issues,
and human rights. China seeks gradual, multi-layered changes in the international order
by emphasizing cooperation within existing institutions and the creation of new ones. In
contrast, the United States aims for more radical changes by leveraging its institutional
power and influence. This research concludes that understanding the dual revisionism of
these two powers is essential for better comprehending the future trajectory of interna-
tional politics and the potential for either conflict or cooperation between them.
Results and Discussion: The study’s findings reveal that China, as an “embedded re-
visionist,” strives to create gradual changes within the liberal international order by
engaging with existing institutions while also establishing new ones. China deepens its
participation in international regimes, enhances its access, and incrementally increases
its influence, selectively altering aspects of these regimes while continuing this strategy.
Conversely, the United States, as a “bridging revisionist,” seeks to reconstruct the lib-
eral international order through broad institutional changes and mobilizing alternative
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networks. The U.S. has attempted to transform international security regimes by creat-
ing alternative networks, challenged financial, monetary, and trade regimes by develop-
ing a new sanctions system and paralyzing the World Trade Organization, and has also
worked to redefine the human rights regime, a key normative dimension of the liberal
international order. These actions exemplify the United States’ strategic approach as a
bridging revisionist.

Conclusion: The analysis of the revisionist behavior of China and the United States
within the liberal international order reveals that both powers are acting as revisionists,
but with differing approaches. China, as an embedded revisionist, seeks gradual and
selective changes by interacting with existing institutions, while the United States, as a
bridging revisionist, seeks more radical changes, redesigning key aspects of the interna-
tional order by utilizing its high levels of access and influence. However, both powers
are deeply embedded in the rules-based order, meaning that revolutionary revisionism
would not serve their interests.

This dual revisionism highlights the complexities of the transformation of the liberal in-
ternational order. In other words, to fully understand this transformation, it is necessary
to move beyond the conventional dichotomy of revisionist powers versus status quo
powers. The mainstream literature on revisionism in international relations has overly
focused on China’s discourse and behavior as the primary revisionist power, leading to
an oversimplification of the complex realities within the evolving liberal international
order. By analyzing the discourse and behavior of the United States as a bridging revi-
sionist, alongside its complex interactions with China as an embedded revisionist, this
study contributes to a more nuanced understanding of the forces reshaping the liberal
international order.

Keywords: China, US, International Liberal Order, Revisionism, Change.
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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: With Masoud Pezeshkian’s election as the 9th President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the significance of anticipating potential foreign policy shifts over
the upcoming four-year period (1403-1407/ 2024-2028), this paper seeks to address the
central question: What will be the most important trajectories of foreign policy change
during this period? Based on the “synthetic model of foreign policy change,” the hy-
pothesis of this research is that there are three key pathways for foreign policy change in
Iran’s 14th administration: the introduction of new alternative inputs from domestic or
international sources, the identification of pre-existing inputs within the foreign policy
decision-making framework, and shifts in the narrative by foreign policy decision-mak-
ers. The primary objective of this research is theoretical, focusing on the pathways for
potential foreign policy changes in Iran under the 14th administration.

Methods: This research is explanatory in nature, with data analysis conducted through
the application of the proposed conceptual model to the case study. The conceptual
framework centers on the notion of “foreign policy change” and draws on theoretical
models and relevant literature. Data collection has been done through virtual sources
(including English articles) and official documents.

Results and Discussion: The findings, based on the proposed model, suggest that for-
eign policy change can occur through any of the three identified pathways, with various
factors influencing each path. These factors, which include both material and ideational
variables, operate at domestic and international levels, shaping the potential directions
of change. For instance, international factors such as windows of opportunity, external
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shocks, events, and new environmental pressures (incentives or sanctions) serve as in-
dependent variables in the form of new inputs. If these inputs are interpreted through
the mental framework of the new foreign policy decision-makers (mediating variables),
they may lead to shifts in Iran’s foreign policy (dependent variable). Additionally, the
cognitive perspectives of the 14th administration’s decision-makers serve as intellectual
inputs (independent variables), which can influence foreign policy outputs (dependent
variables). If these inputs are understood differently, they could result in notable policy
changes. The second path considers pre-existing inputs already present within the deci-
sion-making apparatus of the 14th administration. If these inputs are not reinterpreted
by the new leadership (mediating variables), they may only result in policy continuity
or minor adjustments. The third path involves the strategic manipulation of elements
within the overarching narrative that defines Iran’s foreign policy. By adjusting this
narrative, foreign policy decision-makers can legitimize and facilitate policy changes,
making them acceptable to both domestic and international audiences.

Conclusion: The study concludes that to accurately analyze potential paths of foreign
policy change in the 14th administration, it is essential to consider all three paths simul-
taneously. Each of these paths can lead to changes in the goals, tools, or both, shaping
the direction of Iran’s foreign policy. The extent of these changes can range from radical
transformations to minor adjustments in one or more specific areas.

Keywords: Islamic Republic of Iran, level of analysis, foreign policy change, oppor-
tunism.
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Extended abstract

Introduction: China has drawn itself as a new-developed country in the world, and now
it is seeking to use this image to strengthen Chinese soft power, especially in developing
regions. China, as a newly developed country, is well aware of its global and regional
economic advantage, especially in the developing world. Despite its rich historical and
cultural background, China’s software foreign policy is primarily based on economic
power. Beijing’s software policy towards developing countries is aimed at attracting
them to the Chinese developmental model according to the Beijing Consensus. The
grand “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI) is based on geo-economic imperatives and aims
to reassure others that China’s rise is peaceful and beneficial for all. Achieving this
assurance is pursued less through cultural tools and resources and more through eco-
nomically benefiting developing regions with the goal of attracting them. According to
conventional western model of soft power, China is facing the challenges for globalizing
its culture. Therefore, utilizing its economic comparative advantage has become central
to Beijing’s foreign policy.

Methods: The aim of the article is to analyze the position of the economy in China’s
soft foreign policy in developing regions, which requires understanding the theoretical
conceptual-analytical framework of soft power and its results from China’s point of
view. The research method is descriptive-analytical, explaining the connection between
economy and soft power as the core of China’s soft power foreign policy. Therefore, the
article seeks to answer the question: what is the place of the economy in China’s soft-
ware foreign policy towards the developing regions? The hypothesis is that China’s soft-
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ware policy in developing regions is mainly aimed at creating “spheres of influence” for
economic and political goals through (indirect) economic and then cultural soft power.
Results and Discussion: Chinese leaders aim to present a softer image of themselves
by introducing Chinese culture, which they advance through economic tools. The year
2017 marked a significant turning point; the 19th National Congress of the Communist
Party of China incorporated Xi Jinping’s thoughts on “Socialism with Chinese Charac-
teristics for a New Era” into the Party’s constitution, positioning political goals along-
side economic goals in Beijing’s foreign policy. Studying the resolutions issued by the
Congress shows that the China still emphasizes the use of economic tools to advance
foreign policy goals.

Conclusion: The findings reveal that China is a key trade and investment partner, one
of the largest donors in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, a “development model” for the
developing world, and one of the most significant providers of scholarships in these re-
gions. China’s soft power, according to the “economy-oriented software” policy, mainly
has an economic character. While China is widely seen as an economic partner around
the developing world, this does not mean the spread of Chinese values, culture and ide-
as. China’s attractiveness in these areas is basically economic, not necessarily cultural
according to the western concept of soft power. In this sense, China’s soft power has
distinctive features that give it a Chinese character and distinguish it from other models
common in Western countries. The result indicates that the attraction of China in target
regions is less historical-cultural, rather industrial, scientific and technological power.
As long as the economic power of China is progressive, the its soft power will also be
strengthened. However, the evidence shows that despite China’s prioritization of South-
east Asia and Central Asia in its software foreign policy, it has achieved the most inter-
ests (political and economic) in Africa and Latin America.

Keywords: China, Soft Power, Software, Economy, Developing Regions.
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Extended abstract

Introduction: Today, the issue of currency and international finance has become one of the
most serious aspects of global power. Major powers, with the aim of expanding their global
dominance, employ various strategies and mechanisms to transform their national currency into
a global currency. This highlights the importance of understanding currency diplomacy, which
encompasses efforts to internationalize a national currency and neutralize financial coercion
from other countries. This article has studied China’s experience in foreign exchange diplo-
macy. The general researchers of international politics have a relatively vague understanding
of monetary and currency processes in international relations, so the main goal of the article is
to discover the financial policy of international powers with a focus on China as an emerging
global financial power. The central question of this paper is: what mechanisms does currency
diplomacy use to expand the international financial power of countries?

Methods: This article employs an explanatory approach in terms of its methodological
framework. Specifically, it seeks to understand the nature of financial mechanisms with-
in international power relations through a detailed, explanatory lens. The data used in
this study is qualitative, and the research employs a case study analysis method ground-
ed in documentary analysis. In a case study approach, the researcher strives to thorough-
ly and deeply comprehend the phenomenon under investigation. Accordingly, in this ar-
ticle, alongside a theoretical examination, the practical dynamics of currency diplomacy
are closely analyzed and scrutinized.

Results and Discussion: A review of the theoretical and practical dynamics of curren-
cy diplomacy reveals that the monetary and currency nature of international power has
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been a focus for governments, particularly the United States and Britain, since the 20th
century. These two powers have had particularly successful experiences in expanding
their financial power. The United States has been able to maintain its dominance over
financial markets for more than half a century, largely through the use of foreign policy
tools. Similarly, as a rising power, China has advanced its currency diplomacy through
two main mechanisms: offshore hub creation and foreign direct investment within the
Belt and Road Initiative. These efforts have not only achieved significant currency-re-
lated gains but have also substantially contributed to the development of China’s politi-
cal and geopolitical power. China simultaneously utilizes several key tools in its curren-
cy diplomacy aimed at challenging the hegemony of the U.S. dollar, which has driven
dollar-dependent countries to adopt the yuan.

Conclusion: It appears that China may be able to claim a significant portion of the U.S.
dollar’s share in global markets in the near future. However, the expectation that global
financial markets will witness a full transition from the dollar to the yuan seems unlike-
ly. Additionally, it should be noted that the experiences of countries engaging in mone-
tary and banking interactions with China indicate that China, like other powers, employs
coercive tools in exchange for debt and investment. This trend could be a warning for
countries such as Iran, which are seeking to reduce the influence of the dollar in their
foreign transactions.

Keywords: Currency Diplomacy, International Financial Policy, China, Yuan.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: With the onset of reforms and opening up in 1978, the People’s Republic
of China entered a new era. This period transcended mere economic miracle, exerting
broad transnational influence and culminating in the emergence of a global power. In
this period, China has taken an active, multifaceted role in international human rights
governance, all while adhering to the fundamental principles of the Communist Party
with Chinese characteristics. The primary question here is how China’s approach to hu-
man rights has shaped its response to human rights violations in Myanmar. This study
hypothesizes that China’s dual approach to international human rights discourse, with-
in the framework of Communist-Leninist ideology, has shaped its direct and indirect
responses to human rights violations in Myanmar. This approach has created a careful
balance among three core areas: politics (sovereignty as a right and non-intervention),
culture (the principle of cultural relativism), and the economy (promotion of develop-
ment and social stability).

Methods: To investigate the causes and dimensions of the People’s Republic of China’s
approach to the human rights crisis affecting Myanmar’s Rohingya Muslim minority
during 2016 and 2017, this research employs a matching test within intra-case analysis
as part of a case study methodology. This approach allows us to examine why a gov-
ernment in the international system would adopt a stance toward another state’s human
rights crisis that not only tolerates and appeases it but also sustains and even expands
relations across various dimensions.
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Results and discussion: Findings indicate that China’s human rights approach to the
Rohingya Muslim crisis has been shaped by complex, interrelated political, cultural, and
economic factors, reflecting a balance between the preservation of domestic ideological
values and the pursuit of international benefits. While China’s substantial economic
investments in Myanmar, particularly in the energy sector, have provided significant
benefits, they have also created conflicts of interest, complicating China’s commitment
to international human rights obligations and its legitimacy within the global system.
Conclusion: The People’s Republic of China’s response to human rights abuses against
the Rohingya minority in Myanmar during 2016 and 2017 has been twofold. On the one
hand, Chinese officials, especially at the United Nations Security Council, have sought
to provide strong support to Myanmar’s government and military, emphasizing the prin-
ciples of national sovereignty and non-intervention, and even working to prevent inter-
national sanctions against Myanmar. On the other hand, as a responsible regional power,
China has also advocated for a peaceful resolution of the crisis through dialogue-based
diplomacy. This dual response reflects the delicate balance China has established be-
tween safeguarding national interests and upholding its international obligations as a
permanent member of the United Nations Security Council.

Keywords: International Crimes, China’s Human Rights Approach, Communist Ideol-
ogy, Myanmar Crisis, Rohingya.
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1. The Global South broadly comprises Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, Asia (excluding Israel, Japan,
and South Korea), and Oceania (excluding Australia and New Zealand).
2. The Global Security Initiative (GSI)
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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction:Politics draws from various sources, with the philosophy of history being
one of the most significant. This study seeks to address how the philosophy of ancient
Iranian history shapes political thought within the Iranshahri tradition. Specifically, it
examines how the historical philosophy of ancient Iran informs and influences Iran-
shahri political thought.

Methods: In order to answer the main question, the present research aims to examine
the texts in which the theoretical foundations of ancient Iran are reflected. These texts
either originate from primary sources of ancient Iran or are secondary analyses derived
from them. The focus is on understanding and evaluating interpretations of these texts.
Thus, a text-based interpretive method is employed, falling within the hermeneutic tra-
dition of analysis.

Results and discussion: The philosophy of history within Iranshahri thought can be
divided into four key components: the origin of existence, the driving force of history,
the trajectory of history, and its ultimate conclusion. The findings indicate that histor-
ical conflict begins with the struggle between Hormuzd (Ahura Mazda) and Ahriman
(Angra Mainyu), which manifests at various levels throughout history, including earthly
politics. Time, as conceived by Zervan, serves as a mechanism to protect the kingdom of
the world from Ahriman. This temporal progression drives Iranshahri history, with the
forces of Hormuzd gaining strength and eventually overcoming Ahriman’s rule At the
end of history, the arrival of Saoshyant (Sushyans) heralds the final victory of the Ahura-

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Faculty of Economics and
Political Science, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran (corresponding author). E_soltani@sbu.ac.ir

2. PHD Candidate of Political Science, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Islamic Studies and Political
Science, Imam Sadiq University, Tehran, Iran. m.masroor70@gmail.com

Copyright: © 2024 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions of the
[ Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)



https://doi.org/10.48308/piaj.2024.236783.1581
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8725-3734
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1941-576X
mailto:E_soltani@sbu.ac.ir
mailto:m.masroor70@gmail.com
http://piaj.sbu.ac.ir
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/1735-739X
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2645-4386

ﬁolle.#'?nlna#" Vol 16, No 3, 2024, PP 123-14- P-ISSN: 1735-739X
Mp'naelles Journal Homepage: piaj.sbu.ac.ir E-ISSN: 2645-4386

ians (forces of good), and the material world dissolves into an eternal abyss. In this
framework, politics on earth (Giti) is shaped by the primordial conflict and governed
by time, which itself is influenced by Zarvan’s original decree. Every action within this
cosmological order has a predetermined deadline that cannot be breached. Time, in this
context, acquires a distinctly political character, becoming an active force that shapes
the stages of history.

Conclusion: In Iranshahri thought, the philosophy of history serves as the foundational
principle governing all other intellectual frameworks, including political and social life.
The inherent historical determinism of this worldview dictates that political and social
existence is shaped by the flow of time and historical necessity. “Time” becomes the
dominant force driving events throughout history, and human beings are merely actors
in an eternal play. Time, imbued with a political nature, plays the central role in the
ongoing battle between the forces of Ahura and Ahriman. This duality—between the
forces of good (Ahura) and evil (demon)—defines all aspects of life, leaving no room
for ambiguity and turning human existence into a perpetual struggle. The constant battle
between good and evil becomes the primary driving force of history. The political di-
mension of Iranshahri thought is similarly bound by this dualistic framework, creating
an irreconcilable reality for those within the Iranshahri world. As a result, in Iranshahri
thought, human beings exist in a “political situation” where they are always aligned with
one side of the duality and perpetually confronting the “other.” The philosophy of histo-
ry also determines key turning points and moments of change in the world. Politics, in
this view, 1s not the product of the rulers’ or actors’ free will but rather the manifestation
of time’s will, which unfolds according to its own historical logic.

Keywords: Iranshahri, philosophy of history, politics, time, Zervan
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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: The religious policies of modern states are influenced by various
factors, leading to the formation of multiple models of secularism in different
societies. The Turkish model in the Islamic world has frequently attracted the
attention of both Western and Islamic scholars, often without critical reflection.
The characteristics of this model have been less critically examined. The present
paper is aimed at investigating the intellectual — historical roots of institutional
secularization of the Turkish state, and fundamental characteristics and contradic-
tions of the Turkish secularism model (known as Laiklik) during its founding peri-
od (1923-1940). Understanding the mentioned characteristics and contradictions,
which have been the cognate of this model of secularism until today, will provide
significant insight into the decades-long debates between Islamists, Kemalists,
and religious minorities regarding the nature of secularism and religious policy in
Turkey.

Methods: Using a descriptive — analytic research method, an attempt was made to an-
swer the main research question. A critical perspective has also been applied in the use
of sources and in the presentation of the discussion. A collection of classic research on
the history and politics of Turkey, along with recent works published in the field of reli-
gion and state in this country, constitute the main sources of the present study.

Results and Discussion: An examination of the religious policy of the nascent Turkish
Republic up until 1940 reveals radical religious policies, which, given the intertwining
of religion and the Sultan-Caliphate system in the Ottoman Empire, were remarkable.
The modernization and secular traces of this period also had a significant influence on
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other Islamic countries. A Number of states in the region have followed a number of
Kemalist policies, particularly regarding the relationship between religion and the state.
The findings of this historical-critical study on the Turkish model of secularism indi-
cate that, despite the official adoption of /aiklik and secular rhetoric, the authoritarian
state’s interference in religious affairs, the nationalization of Islam, and the lack of state
neutrality towards different religions and sects were among the key features of Turkish
secularism during its foundation. These three contradicting characteristics are among
the most important distinctions between this particular model of secularism and the
democratic models of secularism. As mentioned in this article’s conclusion, the above
features are tied with Turkish secularism in the following decades (especially since the
1970s) and the governing era of the Justice and Development Party (despite emphasiz-
ing a moderate interpretation of secularism). One of the negative consequences of these
characteristics is the continued activation of ideological, political, and religious divides
in Turkish politics. The government’s lack of practical impartiality has always led to ma-
jor dissatisfaction among non-Muslim religious minorities and Muslim Alawites, both
in the past and in the present, while the Alevi-Sunni divide remains a key political and
social fault line in the country.

Conclusion: Considering equal dignity for people with different religious and non-re-
ligious beliefs and ensuring conscience — religion freedom have been among the most
basic objectives of the secularism. The principle of non-interference of the government
in religious affairs and the principle of neutrality are basic instruments for realizing such
an objective. In the Turkish model, however, from the early stages of establishment of
the secularism (Ataturk Administration), the objectives were pretty ambiguous. During
this stage, the secular politics was based on political authoritarianism, extreme ethnic
nationalism, and authoritative modernization, of which the secularization was only a
part. As a result, this model of secularism contained contradictions that persisted in the
following decades, rendering it incapable of achieving the goals of secularism as seen
in many democratic states.

Keywords: Secularism, Republic of Turkey, Laicism, Authoritarianism, Political Islam,
Modernization
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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Most nations and countries around the world do not have a homogeneous
population composition and are characterized by ethnic diversity and plurality. Ethnic
identity is considered one of the intermediate identities in the modern era, positioned
above individual identity and below national identity. As such, this identity shares com-
mon elements with national identity, such as culture, history, location, language, race,
religion, and more. Ethnicity is a complex issue in various countries, and those with
social and ethnic diversity experience numerous challenges. Iran, too, is a multi-ethnic
society that includes different cultural, linguistic, and religious groups. In such societies,
the paramount importance lies in fostering and strengthening national cohesion while
preserving the diversity and variety seen across different ethnic groups.

Methods: To examine these two elements, this study adopts a quantitative approach us-
ing survey analysis. The statistical population comprises 299 Turkmen and 127 Sistani
people residing in various cities in Golestan Province. Both ethnic groups were drawn
from nine clans, and the questionnaires were distributed in proportion to their popula-
tion. The data were analyzed at two levels: descriptive and inferential. At the descrip-
tive level, frequency distribution and averages were used, and at the inferential level,
Pearson’s correlation coefficient and the T-test were applied. Additionally, theories of
modernization, relative deprivation, and identity categorization were employed as the
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theoretical framework.
Results and Discussion: The data reveal similarities and differences between the Turk-
men and Sistani people of Golestan Province concerning dimensions of ethnic identity
and national identity. In other words, while ethnic tendencies among these two groups
are not particularly strong, they are above average. However, in comparison, the statis-
tics indicate that the level of attachment to both national and ethnic identities among the
Turkmen of Golestan is above average. Moreover, a significant difference is observed
between ethnic and national identity tendencies, with the average inclination toward eth-
nic identity being higher than that toward national identity among the Turkmen. Regard-
ing the Sistani people, the statistics similarly show that the level of attachment to both
national and ethnic identities is above average. However, in comparison, a significant
difference exists between the two, with the average inclination toward national identity
being higher than that toward ethnic identity among the Sistani people. Overall, the
findings point to a relative lack of knowledge regarding historical dimensions among
these groups, highlighting an educational gap in relevant fields. Furthermore, structural
limitations in the representation and reevaluation of identity, alongside the dominance of
mainstream culture, have led to a sense of indifference and negligence among the ethnic
groups, especially smaller ones, in preserving and presenting their own ethnic history,
which in part stems from ethnic isolation.

Conclusion: In light of cognitive, emotional, and value-based elements, there is a need
for ethnic reevaluation among these groups to preserve ethnic diversity. On the other
hand, social deprivation and gaps viewed through ethnic lenses could spark ethnic con-
flicts and tensions. Addressing this issue through equitable provision of social rights
can not only serve as a barrier against feelings of discrimination, dissatisfaction, and the
resulting ethnic tensions, but also strengthen ethnic harmony and cohesion within the
broader Iranian society.

Keywords: Turkmen people, Sistani people, ethnic identity, national identity, comparison.
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