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Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: With the remarkable rise of China’s economy in the 21st century and
its unparalleled role in commercial and financial exchanges, the internationalization of
the Chinese yuan has become one of the primary indicators of China’s emergence as a
significant political and economic power in the global order. As major challenges con-
front the dominance of the U.S. dollar on the one hand, and China’s ascending position
in the global power hierarchy on the other, new debates have emerged in academic and
policy-making circles regarding the potential of the Chinese currency—the yuan or ren-
minbi—to become an international currency. Regardless of whether this internationali-
zation is feasible, one thing seems certain: the consequences of such a development. The
circulation of a currency like the yuan on the international stage, its status as a financial
intermediary, and its transformation into a store of value are influenced by both political
foundations and power dynamics. This article aims to explore the trends and consequenc-
es of the yuan’s internationalization, considering the uncertainties within China’s politi-
cal and economic system, and to answer the question of what consequences might arise
from the yuan’s internationalization in the context of political and economic uncertainty.
Methods: This article adopts the uncertainty approach as a hypothesis and employs a
descriptive-analytical and exploratory method. It posits that the internationalization of

any emerging currency, including the yuan, requires a reduction of uncertainties in both
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the political and economic domains. If these uncertainties are understood and managed,
the internationalization of the yuan will be facilitated; otherwise, it will face signifi-
cant challenges. The article assumes the yuan’s internationalization as a given trajectory
and does not aim at future forecasting. Instead, it focuses its analysis on the potential
consequences by drawing on the historical experiences of more established and widely
used currencies in the international monetary system, such as the U.S. dollar, within an
analytical framework.

Results and Discussion: The present article, assuming the future internationalization
of the yuan within the international monetary system, identifies the consequences of
political uncertainty in areas such as democratic reforms, China’s role as a responsible
power, its increasing influence in the Global South, and its portrayal as a major power.
Economic uncertainty is discussed in terms of factors such as the adjustment and reform
of China’s political-economic structure, changes in government-led price-setting, chal-
lenges to the U.S. dollar sanctions regime, and the strengthening of Chinese economic
institutions.

Conclusion: The findings of this research show that the internationalization of a cur-
rency primarily depends on the economic capacities of the issuing country and, second-
arily, on the trust it commands from other countries. Despite the fact that, according
to available statistics, the Chinese yuan ranks below traditional currencies such as the
dollar, pound, euro, and Japanese yen in terms of international exchange, its rising trend
indicates increasing internationalization. This process will undoubtedly be influenced
by China’s economic capacities. To reduce uncertainty and enhance predictability in
the domestic environment, democratic reforms and greater economic and institutional
transparency are necessary. Additionally, in the international arena, China must assume
greater responsibility for global issues and work towards a positive portrayal of itself as
a major power in the Global South, particularly in addressing global challenges.
Keywords: China, Yuan, Uncertainty, Internationalization, Emerging Currencies.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The amazing economic development of the Persian Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries in recent decades has led to the emergence of a new nucleus
of capitalism in the Persian Gulf subsystem and the Middle East region. The kingdoms
of the Persian Gulf have efficiently leveraged their rentier economies and the vast rev-
enues from hydrocarbon resources to form a novel consensus on development, initially
based on the utilization of hydrocarbon resources, and are now moving towards more
diversified economic development. These developments created tremendous changes in
the literature of the rentier state; In such a way that oil and the rentier state, previously
considered obstacles to sustainable development, have become the main pillars of the
movement towards development in these societies; In other words, the GCC countries
are transitioning from allocative rent to productive rent in their path towards develop-
ment. The purpose of this article is to explain the reasons for this change.

Methods: This study employs an analytical-explanatory approach based on the analysis
of micro and macro components and the conceptual framework of the development-ori-
ented state. Utilizing both library and internet sources, it seeks to critically examine
the influence of both international and domestic factors on the shift in development
strategies, while addressing the shortcomings of the development-oriented state theory,
particularly its lack of attention to international variables and their impact on domestic
development processes.
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Results and Discussion: The findings of this research show that the occurrence of a
series of political and economic factors such as a generational shift in leadership, the
birth of development-oriented states, balancing foreign policy, using smart power and
connecting to the global economy, have provided the basis for the formation of this new
model of development. It has resulted in the formation of a new movement among the
the GCC members, from the allocation rent to the productive one.

Conclusion: In reality, for decades, the hydrocarbon resources of the Persian Gulf have
served as the gateway for GCC countries to enter and participate in the global economy
as energy suppliers. The instability of oil resources, the discovery of shale oil and insta-
bility in oil prices made these countries realize the necessity and importance of creating
a diversified economic system. Along with these issues, the occurrence of developments
at both internal and external levels pushed these countries towards a kind of consensus
on the way of internal governance and foreign policy. The new generation of leaders
came to power with mainly economic-oriented attitudes, and in search of ways to diver-
sify the rentier economy of their countries, they started initiatives such as development
perspective programs in all countries of the GCC. Under the influence of the new ideas
of their leaders, these rentier governments, by using elements such as authoritarianism
and following the authoritarian capitalist model, became productive and nurturing gov-
ernments in the economic field, which today are the main implementers of development
prospects with tools such as government branding and economic investments. At the
same time, based on the new ideas of the new leaders regarding the importance of ef-
fective economic relations with the world and the pursuit of political-economic interests
and opportunities simultaneously with the East and the West, they started to balance the
foreign policy and have engaged in reciprocal relationships with partners like China and
India in the East, as well as the United States and Europe in the West, while employing
smart power strategies.

Keywords: Smart power, Persian Gulf, Productive rent, Allocated rent, Oil.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Foreign policy, like any social construct, is subject to evaluation. One
method of assessing foreign policy is analyzing its success or failure in achieving in-
tended objectives. However, a challenging aspect is the lack of a shared understanding of
what constitutes success or failure in foreign policy, as individuals within different per-
ceptual frameworks present varied narratives of foreign policy outcomes. Despite several
years since the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) was concluded, debate per-
sists in Iran regarding whether this agreement represents a failure in Iran’s foreign policy
that should be prevented from recurring, or conversely, a successful example of foreign
policy that should be revived. Accordingly, the main question of the article is: what are
the different narratives about the JCPOA as a pivotal moment in Iran’s foreign policy, and
what elements constitute these narratives.

Methods: Initially, a qualitative analysis of texts, including official and semi-official
statements about the JCPOA, revealed three distinct narratives: Success, Failure, and In-
termediate narrative. Subsequently, the structural elements of these narratives— setting
of the story, characterization, and emplotment—were analyzed using Oppermann and
Spencer’s narrative analysis method. In this approach, setting of the story addresses the
narrative context, including disputes over alternative decision-making options and in-
terpretations of the decision-making environment. Characterization involves attributing
labels, characteristics, and historical comparisons to decision-makers, linking them with
well-known figures to either praise or criticize specific narratives. Emplotment examine
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the process of events, including judgments about goal achievement, their consequences,
and attribution of responsibility for these outcomes.

Results and Discussion: Proponents of the Success narrative portrayed the JCPOA as
averting the threat of war and signaling Iran’s return to the international community (set-
ting of the story). They compared it to the nationalization of the oil industry and likened
Mohammad Javad Zarif to Mohammad Mosaddegh and Amir Kabir, while depicting
opponents as uneducated and unfamiliar with the modern world (characterization). They
also narrated it as successful in achieving objectives, including the lifting of sanctions
resolutions (emplotment). Advocates of the Failure narrative depicted the JCPOA as a
tool for disarming and pressuring Iran, transformed into a second Treaty of Turkmenchay
due to Mohammad Javad Zarif’s naivety in exchanging immediate concessions for prom-
ised benefits, and approved by circumventing the Iran’s Islamic Parliament (characteri-
zation). Consequently, the JCPOA was portrayed as violating the Supreme Leader’s red
lines and undermining national security, failing to achieve its primary goal of securing
Iran’s national interests (emplotment). Supporters of the Intermediate narrative initially
portrayed the JCPOA as a win-win scenario but gradually developed a narrative, suggest-
ing that Iran should have secured more concessions from the opposing side (setting of the
story). This narrative was intermediate, meaning that it rejected both the comparison of
the JCPOA to the Treaty of Turkmenchay and its characterization as a great conquest. It
simultaneously praised the negotiators’ efforts while criticizing some of their oversights
(characterization). Prior to the U.S. withdrawal from the Deal, this narrative viewed the
Deal as acceptable and valuable, benefits that were subsequently lost (emplotment).
Conclusion: Although the Success narrative initially prevailed over the Failure narrative
by presenting a plausible story with appropriate discursive power and portraying the op-
posing narrative as lacking alternative initiative, the Failure narrative gradually gained
ground. By leveraging its structural power and depicting the JCPOA as an incomplete
and detrimental agreement, it aligned with the Intermediate narrative, ultimately margin-
alizing the Success narrative.

Keywords: Foreign Policy, JCPOA, Success Narrative, Failure Narrative, Intermediate
Narrative.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: hikmaht-e mutaaliyah (Transcendent Philosophy) is a branch of Islamic
philosophy where the foundational concept is “the primacy of existence” (Asalat al-Wu-
jud). This concept serves as a meta-language for the entire philosophical framework,
acting as the underlying principle governing all issues, claims, theories, and arguments
within this system. The primary goal of this article is to explain the nature of “political
action” in accordance with the meta-language of the primacy of existence. In this exis-
tential explanation, it is demonstrated that political action becomes one with the “self”
of the actor, and it is this unity of political action with the “self” that gives it meaning.

Methods:The method employed in this article is an existential explanation. Existential
explanation is a type of philosophical reasoning consistent with the meta-language of
the primacy of existence, wherein human phenomena are explained by referring to the
ontological characteristics of the individual or collective “self.” In this article, based on
this explanatory method, the process of political action—from the initial intention of
creation by an actor or the collective consensus of political actors to its ultimate realiza-
tion in human life—is explained based on the inherent needs of these actors. Moreover,
the meaning of political action is examined according to the individual intention or col-
lective purpose of the political actor.

Results and discussion: The first result of this article is that political action is an institu-
tional action. Therefore, it has three characteristics: stability, continuity and homogene-
ity. This is because political action, following the intention of the actor or the collective
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consensus of actors, permeates the individual or collective “self” of the actors. The sec-
ond result of this article is that from the perspective of the meta-language of the primacy
of existence, every political action is considered an “expanded existence” of individual
action. By “expanded existence,” it is meant that political action, with a singular exist-
ence, manifests in the individual actions of all political actors. The plurality of actors
and their individual characteristics do not conflict with the existential unity of political
action. As a result, in a political interaction, each of the political actors, in addition to
their individual existence, has a transpersonal and common existence with other politi-
cal actors. It is this expanded and shared existence that is the subject of political action,
distinguishing it from individual action. Another result of this article is that political
action is a meaningful phenomenon from the point of view of the primacy of existence.
The meaningfulness of political action lies in uncovering the hidden meaning within it
and conveying that meaning to others. Thus, political action, from an existential per-
spective, is akin to speaking. Just as speaking reveals the hidden meaning in one’s mind
and communicates it to the mind of the listener, political action, in existential explana-
tion, relates to something real and true, which is the uncovering of the inner intentions
of the political actor(s).

Conclusions :Political action, due to its stability, continuity, and homogeneity, becomes
part of the actor’s existence and realizes their existential status. Political action derives
its meaning from its connection to the “self” of the actor, obtaining this meaning from
individual intentions and collective consensus. Furthermore, collective political interac-
tion among actors leads to the formation of a political identity.

Keywords: Hikmaht-e mutaaliyah, Transcendent Philosophy, Meta-language of prima-
cy of existence, Political action, Expanded existence, Existential explanation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: In this article, I elaborate a theory of “freedom as a path.” Although the
theoretical basis of the article is rooted in John Dewey's theory of social learning as plan-
ning, I put forward new arguments regarding the requirements for a policy of freedom
in Iran. I argue, paradoxically, that freedom cannot (and should not) be defined to be a
base for “freedom policy making”. Instead, freedom, in governmental policy making,
must be considered as a "commitment to a vague concept of freedom". First, freedom
is a path through which a person finds the meaning of his/her life. It is not a static and
definable concept but a dynamic and fluid one, depending on individuality and context.
Second, this individual meaning of freedom depends on society and the historical con-
text. The argument of this article revolves around the vagueness of the concept of free-
dom and its interpretation as a path, along with the consequences of this perspective for
freedom policy. It acknowledges norms, reason, and power simultaneously. This reflects
a form of intellectual maturity in humans. As a result, what is ultimately achieved is an
agreement on “how to live with each other” in social life, which constitutes a “policy of
freedom.” The concepts and definitions of positive and negative freedom are in conflict
with the idea of "freedom as a path." The path fundamentally assigns the state of free-
dom to situations, power, norms, wealth, and the resources of the actors involved. Just
like a marriage we commit to live together without defining exactly the problems that
we want to solve in advance.

Methods: The arguments presented in this article are supported by existing literature.
Additionally, I approach the question of freedom as a “wicked problem,” which neces-
sitates a process-oriented, interactive, and constructivist approach to solving the prob-
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lem of freedom. Thus, one cannot use a predefined notion of freedom as the basis for a
"policy of freedom."

Results and Discussion: The policy of freedom is a process-oriented theory and a fun-
damental pillar for national compromise. Theorizing freedom based on Iranian social
requirements can provide a framework for national compatibility among Iranians, serv-
ing as a building block for the architecture of common life in a harmonious balance of
rights, power, and political culture. This intellectual architecture can safeguard political
struggles from descending into the abyss of ethnic, profit, and rent-seeking conflicts. It
strengthens a peaceful tradition of national politics in Iran. The distinction between neg-
ative and positive freedom is well-known in political science. Negative freedom consists
of non-interference in an individual's life. However, this definition of freedom, when ex-
tended to public life and government intervention, faces both conceptual and operational
challenges. For instance, when living on a remote and isolated island, "negative free-
dom" becomes irrelevant because there is no one to impose limitations on you. Social
life, however, is not possible without the intervention of others and the government's
role in people's lives, as living with others inherently involves accepting the considera-
tions, limitations, and powers of others. Every meaning that another person derives from
their life challenges the meaning you create for yourself. It imposes limitations on you,
and your own meaning of life must be adjusted accordingly. This is the essence of the
interaction of freedom.

Conclusion: In this article, in the background and theoretical foundations section, I
will present two approaches: one is "freedom in the context of social learning," and the
other is "discovering meaning in freedom." Then, as the main body of this study, I will
propose two complementary arguments to establish the foundations of "the politics of
liberty" based on these theoretical frameworks. The first argument is the commitment to
freedom, and the second is the view of freedom as a wicked political problem. In the dis-
cussion and conclusion section, I will add and expand upon two additional dimensions
from the earlier discussions: "collective cooperation" and "the problem of self-aware-
ness and cultural capacities" of freedom in Iran.

Keywords: freedom path, freedom policy, social learning, wicked problem, collective
cooperation, Iran, negative freedom, positive freedom.
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Introduction: What is identity? Concisely, identity tells us who we are and creates a
connection between the past, present, and future, giving it a meaningful characteristic.
Identity is one of the central and yet controversial concepts that have occupied the minds
of many political and social thinkers and scholars. The aim of this article is to establish
a dialogue between Shayegan and Taylor on the issue of identity and self-understanding:
What points does Shayegan raise in relation to Taylor, and what insights does Taylor
offer to Shayegan? Based on this, we will seek to answer the following fundamental
questions: What understanding and perception of identity have Shayegan and Taylor
offered? And, following this question, what teachings and ideas do these two thinkers
present for understanding the concept of identity?

Methods: Since this article aims to achieve a deeper understanding of identity, we have
endeavored to explain the two concepts of identity and bricolage identity in the thought
of Shayegan and Taylor by presenting a conceptual framework. A deep understanding
of these key terms provides the foundation for a correct understanding of the ideas and
thoughts of these two thinkers.

Results and Discussion: Shayegan and Taylor have both made significant efforts in their
works to answer the question of what identity is. One has discussed the issue of identity
within the context of the traditional and Eastern world, while the other has explored the
modern world and the formation of modern identity. Their teachings can be formulated
into several components: The first component is understanding identity as a story or
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narrative; both thinkers try to connect the past, present, and future through a perception,
narrative, or story of the “Self” (whether individual or collective). The second compo-
nent involves understanding identity in an “in-between” state. This refers to individuals
being caught between two ways of understanding the world or two ways of life. The
third component is understanding identity through communication and dialogue with
others, which leads to the transformability of identity. The fourth component proposes
the concept of complex or hybrid identity. The fifth component emphasizes the role and
importance of moral foundations, great values, and the basic teachings of traditions and
religions in shaping and constructing identity, as well as our understanding of ourselves.
Conclusion: The significance of focusing on the issue of identity lies in the fact that, to
understand many social and political events and transformations in contemporary soci-
eties, we need to view these changes through the lens of identity. Although numerous
works and articles have been written about identity and self-understanding, addressing
various aspects of this issue, identity is fluid and ever-changing, necessitating contin-
uous reflection and contemplation. Shayegan and Taylor, as two prominent contem-
porary scholars of identity, have provided profound knowledge and a comprehensive
understanding of identity and self-understanding in their works, which offer important
insights and teachings for grasping the complexities of identity.

Keywords: Shayegan, Taylor, Culture, Identity, Bricolage identity, Meaning.
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Original Article

Abstract Extended

Introduction and Goals: The Islamic Revolution was organized in opposition to the
idea of secularism, which had begun to spread within the intellectual layers of society.
It sought to establish all intellectual and practical aspects of governance in a way that
separated itself from the dominance of secularism. One of the critical dimensions affect-
ed by this was the intellectual and practical aspects of governance. Allameh Tabatabai,
concerned with articulating the concept of Islamic governance through an Islamic social
philosophy approach, published a series of articles in 1962, after the death of Ayatol-
lah Boroujerdi. These articles discussed fundamental issues of political philosophy and
the structure of Islamic government. His proposed social and political philosophy was
elaborated in later works and can be viewed as a general outline of his social thought,
particularly his political philosophy. Therefore, the main objective of this research is to
formulate the theoretical framework of Allameh Tabatabai’s political philosophy, based
on these articles, and analyze his intellectual efforts toward realizing Islamic govern-
ment. Another objective is to compare Allameh Tabatabai’s views with other contempo-
rary Muslim thinkers concerning the role of religion in the political and social spheres,
as well as Islamic governance. This research seeks to answer the question: “What is the
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concept of Islamic government and Wilayat Faqih in the political philosophy of Allameh
Tabatabai?”

Method: This research employs the library method for data collection, and the data anal-
ysis is based on Skinner’s intentional method. Skinner’s intentional method involves
analyzing Allameh Tabatabai’s thought by examining the socio-historical (contextual)
and textual conditions (published articles) in relation to other thinkers. The publication
of his articles in the 1960s is considered a speech act, and the formulation of his political
philosophy is examined through this lens.

Results and Discussion: The findings of this research indicate that the question con-
temporary Islamic thinkers faced after the death of Ayatollah Boroujerdi was: “What
institutional changes are needed to maintain the authority of religion in the social and
political spheres?” Like Imam Khomeini, Allameh Tabatabai pursued the preserva-
tion of religious authority in the political and social arenas through a transformation
of the perspective on the Islamic political system. He did not limit this transformation
to changes within the clerical establishment. Unlike other contemporary thinkers, he
believed the solution to the issues of the time lay in the establishment of a “Wilayat
government” and the formation of a Wilayat organization within society. By providing
a social interpretation of Islamic religion and its rules, Allameh Tabatabai advanced the
philosophical framework of the theory of Wilayat Faqih and the necessity of an Islamic
government. In this philosophical plan, he presents details such as the specific functions
of the Wilayat organization, its foundational pillars, the relationship between laws and
the guardian of society, the role of the people in relation to the government, and more.
Conclusion: In conclusion, it becomes clear that Allameh Tabatabai rationally demon-
strated the necessity of an Islamic government and the guardianship of the jurist (Wilayat
Faqih) in the age of occultation, thus establishing the relationship between the people
and the Wilayat organization. His intention in publishing these articles was the “rational
and philosophical stabilization of the social and political system of religion, centered on
the formation of the Wilayat organization.”

Keywords: Allameh Tabatabai, Wilayat and Zaamat, political philosophy, Wilayat
al-Faqih, Islamic government.
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Original Article

Extended abstract

Introduction and Purpose: The teachers’ guild-political activism in the 2010s is not only
considered as a new phase in the history of their guild-political activism, it has also
various aspects and traits such as non-violence, high participation, inclusiveness and
continuity which significantly distinguished it from their past activism and even that of
other social groups. The main purpose of this research is to assess the achievements of
teachers’ guild-political activism in the 2010s and the requirements of their activism. Al-
though their requirements and their achievements are different aspects of their guild-po-
litical activism, these aspects are correlated: the former (requirements) advances the
latter (achievements).

Method: Since this research deals with two separate but interrelated questions (i.e. it
assumes that the requirements are the foundation of achievements) and it also assesses
the achievements through quantitative method and the requirements through qualita-
tive method, thereby, the data analysis method is a mixed method: multi-level mixed
method. The achievement data was collected through semi-open interviews (8 closed
questions and 8 open questions) with 30 teachers’ guild-political activists, and then the
average of all interviewees’ responses (based on the Likert scale) in each item has been
analyzed. The requirement data has also been collected through library and qualitative
method, and finally, by placing all the data together, a final analysis has been concluded.
Results and Discussion: The findings of the research indicate that among the eight sig-
nificant professional-political achievements of teachers (both in-guild and out-guild), the
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most important achievements, in order, are the approval of the teacher ranking plan, the
strengthening of solidarity and cohesion, the importance of the existence of the profes-
sion and its associated structures, and setting an example for other organizations. Their
most important requirements have been, also, strategic unity, promotion of the civil-legal
trainings of their activism, the continuity of their guild membership process, making the
educational system accountable and education policies more efficient. Among 8 items of
their guild-political achievements, the approval of rating plan with 4.16% is the highest
average and the improvement of living conditions is the lowest average with 1.3%. In
total, the guild achievements with 70.3% frequency are more important than non-guild
achievements with 3.47%. The requirements of teachers’ activism, which advance their
achievements are as follow: following one strategic unity, promotion of the civil-legal
trainings of their activism, the continuity of their guild membership process, making
the educational system accountable and education policies more efficient (meritocracy,
decreasing the leadership level of government, improving the social dignity of teach-
ers through governance discourse, paying attention to their livelihood policies, paying
attention to educational demands, redefining the professional identity of teachers) and
recognizing their guild.

Conclusion: The achievements or successes of teachers’ activism, both in the past and
in the future, are dependent on requirements such as making educational policies more
efficient through the promotion of some parameters such as meritocracy, decreasing
the leadership level of government, improving the social dignity of teachers, paying
attention to their livelihood policies, paying attention to educational demands etc., on
one hand, and recognizing their associations by political system. Although this research
has some deficiencies, it can be a step for future researches regarding other dimensions
of teachers’ activism, educational issues, socio-cultural development issues and the fu-
ture researches of various social movements and other guild movements; thereby, this
research can lead to a favorable scientific and practical result for better policies through
a thematic and methodical survey.

Keywords: Teachers’ guilds and associations, Teachers’ activism, Achievements of ac-
tivism, Requirements of activism, Making education policies more efficient.
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