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Abstract Extended

Introduction: From the theoretical standpoint of political theology rather than political
philosophy, this article examines the theological systems of certain religious intellectu-
als in their efforts to justify and reconstruct their political thought. It seeks to demon-
strate how—using a global and international example—the structure of their theological
organization is shaped by secular thinking, either in its adoption or opposition.
Methods: The research employs a qualitative, documentary-based approach appropriate
to the subject matter. Additionally, the study utilizes the discourse analysis framework
of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe, which views the temporary fixation of meaning
in signs as a result of antagonism and opposition. It also draws on Teun A. van Dijk’s
critical discourse analysis to identify and extract key signifiers—both invoked and re-
jected (highlighted and marginalized)—in the theological discourse of these religious
intellectuals.

Results and Discussion: The findings show that the treatment of the concepts of "res-
urrection and the hereafter," as well as the conceptualization of the relationship between
"human beings and God," underpins the theological frameworks of certain religious
intellectuals (notably Abdolkarim Soroush and the late Mehdi Bazargan) in their ef-
forts to justify political thought. In the context of secularized thought, resurrection and
the hereafter are emphasized within religious discourse, while the vision of religion as
an organization regulating collective life in the world is marginalized. Conversely, in
non-secular thought (as seen in the work of Ali Shariati), the concepts of resurrection
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and the afterlife are downplayed, while the practical potential of religion for managing
worldly affairs is brought to the forefront. In this view, a religion that fails to address the
conditions of this world is seen as ineffective for the afterlife as well. In secular thought,
the relationship between humans and God is reframed: based on modern human expec-
tations, the domain of religion is confined to areas beyond the reach of reason and em-
pirical experience, such as the afterlife. Since the organization of worldly affairs can be
addressed through human reason and experience, religion is seen as having no author-
ity in such matters; authority is transferred to human agency. However, in non-secular
frameworks, God's sovereignty is absolute, encompassing both worldly and otherworld-
ly matters, either directly or indirectly.

Conclusion: Religious intellectualism, unlike traditionalist or non-religious intellectual
movements, cannot remain indifferent to the epistemological and institutional conse-
quences of modern life. It also cannot abandon its religious foundations. Thus, over the
past century, religious intellectualism has sought to reinterpret and re-narrate religion in
a way that is compatible with modernity and its achievements.

If modern empirical science has become a universal reference, then a corresponding
interpretation of religion must be developed that aligns with this scientific worldview. If
the hallmark of modern thought is its capacity to drive social transformation (ideology),
then religion must also be presented in a form that has ideological strength. If modernity
values democratic forms of collective life, religion must be articulated in democratic
terms. The same applies to issues such as human rights, women's rights, and freedom of
expression. Religious intellectuals aim to modernize both religion and religious socie-
ty, while still remaining within the framework of religious identity and knowledge. To
this end, they continuously revise their religious thought—highlighting or marginalizing
certain theological components—to reduce the tension between religious traditions and
modernity, and to reconcile being both religious and modern. This process sometimes
leads to significant changes in their theological systems, distancing them from other
religious thinkers. In some cases, these transformations are so fundamental that they are
no longer considered part of mainstream religiosity by others.

Keywords: Political theology, religious intellectualism, secularism, non-secularism,
resurrection, relationship between God and man.
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