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Abstract

Ernesto Laclau, the Post-Marxist theorist strives to re-examine problems of Marxism by
implementing a Poststructuralist approach and developing discourse theory. Political sub-
ject is one of the issues which classic Marxism has always faced with and considering the
social and political changes today it has become further complicated. Laclau uses discourse
theory for defining and reviving political subject and identifies subject in discourse as “Sub-
ject Positions”. With antagonism among discourses and their dislocation the subject goes
through an identity crisis and has no choice but to re-identify, and by doing so, the subject
is reintroduced as “subject as the distance from undecidability to decision”. In the last step,
Laclau’s Populism theory indicates formation of collective and truly political subject which
is considered his most important theory. According to the results of this study, Laclau’s the-
ory about subject as the distance from undecidability to decision is the most philosophical
part of his theory which engages him in a dialogue with the prominent philosophers of the
history and recreates the possibility of talking about subject.

Keywords: Decision, Discourse, Laclau, Populism, Subject, Subject Position.
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