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Introduction: From a macro perspective, the process of state and nation-building in Af-
ghanistan has historically faced significant challenges, particularly due to the country’s
ethnic and religious diversity. Civil wars and foreign interventions have further compli-
cated this process, preventing the establishment of sustainable security. Afghan society
is marked by deep complexities—social, economic, political, as well as ideological and
cultural. These complexities have been exacerbated by the country’s diverse cultural,
ethnic, and religious composition. The introduction of modernity—manifested in the
form of new technologies, ideologies, and social structures—has created friction with
traditional values and norms. As a result, the conflict between traditionalist and mod-
ernist forces within various social groups has intensified, making social management
increasingly difficult. This article analyzes Afghan security from both intellectual and
social perspectives. It seeks to answer the question: What have been the consequences
of the conflict between tradition and modernity in Afghan society over the past century,
and how has this conflict affected national security? In response, the article proposes the
following hypothesis: Since the era of Amanullah Khan, the introduction of modern civ-
ilization into Afghanistan has led to a growing ideological divide. This divide has con-
tributed to the rise of fundamentalism, resulting from the destructive conflict between
traditionalist and modernist forces.

Methods: This research is developmental in its objective and employs a qualitative re-
search methodology, specifically document analysis. The primary data collection meth-
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od involves secondary source analysis and whistleblowing reports.
Results and Discussion: The data reveal that ideological conflicts between conserv-
ative and reformist forces in Afghanistan, dating back to the early 20th century, have
consistently hindered development and social stability, despite generating some waves
of transformation. The ongoing theoretical and practical conflict between these two in-
tellectual streams has weakened the state and nation-building processes, obstructing
the formation of a unified national identity. As a result, Afghanistan remains a country
fraught with internal tensions and persistent security threats. On one side, traditionalist
forces aim to preserve and reinforce ethnic and religious identities. On the other, mod-
ernist groups strive to integrate global values into the country’s socio-political frame-
work. This identity-based dialectic has deepened social crises and increased tensions,
ultimately reducing the effectiveness of the Afghan state and exacerbating societal divi-
sions. The consequences of this dynamic are evident across different geographical and
political levels, most notably in the empowerment of radical and fundamentalist groups.
Conclusion: The conflict between tradition and modernism is likely to persist in Af-
ghanistan’s future. This ongoing tension risks further destabilizing the country, as diver-
gent groups—each with their own values and worldviews—struggle to forge a shared
national identity. These unresolved divisions create fertile ground for radical and fun-
damentalist factions to exploit unrest and expand their influence. Furthermore, the en-
trenched resistance of traditionalist groups to modern reform may continue to impede
social and economic development. This resistance, in turn, undermines efforts toward
progress and threatens national security. As such, the unresolved conflict between tradi-
tional and modern forces could expose Afghanistan to increasing security risks, includ-
ing a resurgence of terrorist activity and a rise in internal instability.
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1. Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan

2. Islamic State — Khorasan Province

3. Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan

4. Lashkar-e-Taiba

5.ETIM or East Turkestan Independence Movement
6. Jaish-e-Mohammed
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