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Abstract

The idea of Iran as a religious, cultural, and ethnic reality goes back as far as the end of
the 6th century B.C.E. As a political idea, we first catch sight of it in the twenties of the
3rd century C.E. as an essential feature of Sasanian propaganda. Although, up until the
end of the Parthian period, Iranian identity had an ethnic, linguistic, and religious value,
it did not yet have a political import. The idea of an “Iranian” empire or kingdom is a
purely Sasanian one. Third-century Iran was shaken by a conflict between universalism
and nationalism that was most clearly manifest in the religious and cultural sphere. The
outcome of this conflict is well known: the traditionalistic and nationalistic impulses
gained the upper hand, and Manichean universalism succumbed to the nationalism of the
Zoroastrian Magi. Iranian identity, which up to that point had been essentially of a cul-
tural and religious nature, assumed a definite political value, placing Persia and the Per-
sians at the center of the Erdn—§ahr, in other words, at the center of a state based on the
twin powers of throne and altar and sustained by an antiquarian and archaizing ideology.

Keyword: Political Thought, Sasanian, Zoroastrianism, Political theology, Hegemony.
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