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Extended Abstract

Introduction: In this article, I elaborate a theory of “freedom as a path.” Although the
theoretical basis of the article is rooted in John Dewey's theory of social learning as plan-
ning, I put forward new arguments regarding the requirements for a policy of freedom
in Iran. I argue, paradoxically, that freedom cannot (and should not) be defined to be a
base for “freedom policy making”. Instead, freedom, in governmental policy making,
must be considered as a "commitment to a vague concept of freedom". First, freedom
is a path through which a person finds the meaning of his/her life. It is not a static and
definable concept but a dynamic and fluid one, depending on individuality and context.
Second, this individual meaning of freedom depends on society and the historical con-
text. The argument of this article revolves around the vagueness of the concept of free-
dom and its interpretation as a path, along with the consequences of this perspective for
freedom policy. It acknowledges norms, reason, and power simultaneously. This reflects
a form of intellectual maturity in humans. As a result, what is ultimately achieved is an
agreement on “how to live with each other” in social life, which constitutes a “policy of
freedom.” The concepts and definitions of positive and negative freedom are in conflict
with the idea of "freedom as a path." The path fundamentally assigns the state of free-
dom to situations, power, norms, wealth, and the resources of the actors involved. Just
like a marriage we commit to live together without defining exactly the problems that
we want to solve in advance.

Methods: The arguments presented in this article are supported by existing literature.
Additionally, I approach the question of freedom as a “wicked problem,” which neces-
sitates a process-oriented, interactive, and constructivist approach to solving the prob-
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lem of freedom. Thus, one cannot use a predefined notion of freedom as the basis for a
"policy of freedom."

Results and Discussion: The policy of freedom is a process-oriented theory and a fun-
damental pillar for national compromise. Theorizing freedom based on Iranian social
requirements can provide a framework for national compatibility among Iranians, serv-
ing as a building block for the architecture of common life in a harmonious balance of
rights, power, and political culture. This intellectual architecture can safeguard political
struggles from descending into the abyss of ethnic, profit, and rent-seeking conflicts. It
strengthens a peaceful tradition of national politics in Iran. The distinction between neg-
ative and positive freedom is well-known in political science. Negative freedom consists
of non-interference in an individual's life. However, this definition of freedom, when ex-
tended to public life and government intervention, faces both conceptual and operational
challenges. For instance, when living on a remote and isolated island, "negative free-
dom" becomes irrelevant because there is no one to impose limitations on you. Social
life, however, is not possible without the intervention of others and the government's
role in people's lives, as living with others inherently involves accepting the considera-
tions, limitations, and powers of others. Every meaning that another person derives from
their life challenges the meaning you create for yourself. It imposes limitations on you,
and your own meaning of life must be adjusted accordingly. This is the essence of the
interaction of freedom.

Conclusion: In this article, in the background and theoretical foundations section, I
will present two approaches: one is "freedom in the context of social learning," and the
other is "discovering meaning in freedom." Then, as the main body of this study, I will
propose two complementary arguments to establish the foundations of "the politics of
liberty" based on these theoretical frameworks. The first argument is the commitment to
freedom, and the second is the view of freedom as a wicked political problem. In the dis-
cussion and conclusion section, I will add and expand upon two additional dimensions
from the earlier discussions: "collective cooperation" and "the problem of self-aware-
ness and cultural capacities" of freedom in Iran.

Keywords: freedom path, freedom policy, social learning, wicked problem, collective
cooperation, Iran, negative freedom, positive freedom.
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