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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The international order has undergone significant structural changes in
recent decades. The collapse of the communist bloc, which thrust the field of interna-
tional relations into speculation about the post-Cold War order, and the rise of emerging
powers, have challenged the existing international order. According to structuralist the-
ories, these shifts necessitate adjustments in state foreign policies, particularly for those
involved in systemic conflicts, such as the Islamic Republic of Iran. Iran must redefine
its international role and status accordingly. Assuming the continuity of polarity, this
article focuses on identifying the most probable structure of the emerging international
order and the corresponding requirements for Iranian foreign policy.

Methods: This article employs a combination of trend impact analysis (TTA) and sce-
nario-building to analyze the evolving international order. Drawing upon structuralist
perspectives (neorealism and neoliberalism), the methodology comprises two key com-
ponents. On the one hand, future-looking TIA: This component involves analyzing in-
ternational trends and events, identifying key drivers of change in international politics,
and projecting the most probable future of the international order, which is hypothesized
to be bi-multipolar. And on the other, Future-writing TIA: This component focuses on
scenario-building for Iran’s interests, addressing the normative implications of Iran’s
strategic requirements within a bi-multipolar structure, considered a tolerable order for
the Islamic Republic.

Results and Discussion: By examining international events and trends and inferring
the drivers of international politics, this article posits the continuity of polarity as a core
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component of the international order and introduces the bi-multipolar structure as the
most likely future form. In this probable order, the United States and China will hold
significant influence, and their competitive-cooperative relationship will shape interna-
tional procedures and behavioral patterns. Within this structural context, the normative
implications for Iranian foreign policy can be deduced. The findings suggest that Iranian
foreign policy, based on a realistic and consensus-based understanding of this new inter-
national order, requires: a) International social capitalization: Transitioning from a dis-
orderly actor to an orderly and order-building one. B) Shifting from negative to positive
participation: Actively engaging in regional and international affairs. c) Coexistence
of balancing and bandwagoning foreign policy: Pursuing a balanced approach to both
challenging and cooperating with major powers.

Conclusion: The 1)Oooooresults indicate that the redistribution of wealth, power, and
ideology in international politics points to gradual structural changes in the international
system. The preference of rising powers to enhance their international roles and posi-
tions, alongside the decline of some traditional powers, suggests the irreversible nature
of bipolar and unipolar orders. Regardless of the type of international order states, in-
cluding Iran, may find desirable, global trends and events indicate the emergence of a
bi-multipolar order centered around U.S.-China polarity. A strong aspect of Iran’s for-
eign policy is its already established harmonious relationship with China. This poli-
cy holds significance in two ways: first, as a strategic choice in response to structural
changes in the international system; and second, as a strategic necessity given the pos-
sibility of ongoing confrontation between Iran and the United States. However, Iran’s
foreign policy must diversify its international relations to ensure that rising powers do
not become unrivaled actors within its foreign policy framework.
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