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Abstract Extended

Introduction and Goals: The Islamic Revolution was organized in opposition to the
idea of secularism, which had begun to spread within the intellectual layers of society.
It sought to establish all intellectual and practical aspects of governance in a way that
separated itself from the dominance of secularism. One of the critical dimensions affect-
ed by this was the intellectual and practical aspects of governance. Allameh Tabatabai,
concerned with articulating the concept of Islamic governance through an Islamic social
philosophy approach, published a series of articles in 1962, after the death of Ayatol-
lah Boroujerdi. These articles discussed fundamental issues of political philosophy and
the structure of Islamic government. His proposed social and political philosophy was
elaborated in later works and can be viewed as a general outline of his social thought,
particularly his political philosophy. Therefore, the main objective of this research is to
formulate the theoretical framework of Allameh Tabatabai’s political philosophy, based
on these articles, and analyze his intellectual efforts toward realizing Islamic govern-
ment. Another objective is to compare Allameh Tabatabai’s views with other contempo-
rary Muslim thinkers concerning the role of religion in the political and social spheres,
as well as Islamic governance. This research seeks to answer the question: “What is the
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concept of Islamic government and Wilayat Faqih in the political philosophy of Allameh
Tabatabai?”

Method: This research employs the library method for data collection, and the data anal-
ysis is based on Skinner’s intentional method. Skinner’s intentional method involves
analyzing Allameh Tabatabai’s thought by examining the socio-historical (contextual)
and textual conditions (published articles) in relation to other thinkers. The publication
of his articles in the 1960s is considered a speech act, and the formulation of his political
philosophy is examined through this lens.

Results and Discussion: The findings of this research indicate that the question con-
temporary Islamic thinkers faced after the death of Ayatollah Boroujerdi was: “What
institutional changes are needed to maintain the authority of religion in the social and
political spheres?” Like Imam Khomeini, Allameh Tabatabai pursued the preserva-
tion of religious authority in the political and social arenas through a transformation
of the perspective on the Islamic political system. He did not limit this transformation
to changes within the clerical establishment. Unlike other contemporary thinkers, he
believed the solution to the issues of the time lay in the establishment of a “Wilayat
government” and the formation of a Wilayat organization within society. By providing
a social interpretation of Islamic religion and its rules, Allameh Tabatabai advanced the
philosophical framework of the theory of Wilayat Faqih and the necessity of an Islamic
government. In this philosophical plan, he presents details such as the specific functions
of the Wilayat organization, its foundational pillars, the relationship between laws and
the guardian of society, the role of the people in relation to the government, and more.
Conclusion: In conclusion, it becomes clear that Allameh Tabatabai rationally demon-
strated the necessity of an Islamic government and the guardianship of the jurist (Wilayat
Faqih) in the age of occultation, thus establishing the relationship between the people
and the Wilayat organization. His intention in publishing these articles was the “rational
and philosophical stabilization of the social and political system of religion, centered on
the formation of the Wilayat organization.”

Keywords: Allameh Tabatabai, Wilayat and Zaamat, political philosophy, Wilayat
al-Faqih, Islamic government.
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