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Introduction and Objectives: In recent decades, public and cultural diplomacy has
emerged as a vital foreign policy instrument for states seeking to project soft pow-
er, manage international reputation, and expand normative influence. Within Central
Asia, the Republic of Kazakhstan has actively sought to elevate its regional and global
standing by leveraging its identity, cultural heritage, media, and institutional capacities
through modern public diplomacy. This article examines the trends, practices, and pri-
mary drivers of Kazakh public and cultural diplomacy in recent years while identifying
the key variables shaping its future trajectory. Grounded in the modern public diploma-
cy frameworks of Nicholas Cull and Jan Melissen, the study addresses the core research
question: What are the trends and practices of Kazakhstan's public and cultural diplo-
macy within the modern public diplomacy paradigm, and what key factors influence its
implementation? The article operates on the hypothesis that Kazakhstan’s public diplo-
macy functions as a multi-level process aligning with Cull and Melissen’s models, and
that mapping these driving forces provides a clearer framework for understanding its
strategic capacities and diplomatic opportunities.

Method: This study adopts a mixed-methods design, combining qualitative content
analysis of scholarly and policy literature with empirical insights from expert consulta-
tions. For the prospective/futures-oriented component, the study utilizes structural anal-
ysis via MICMAC software to identify and evaluate the key drivers influencing Kazakh-
stan’s public and cultural diplomacy. Variables extracted from theoretical literature and
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documentary sources were mapped matrix-wise to systematically assess their direct and
indirect influence and dependence relationships.

Results and discussion: The analysis demonstrates that Kazakhstan’s modern public
diplomacy rests upon an interconnected set of identity, cultural, media, and strategic
drivers. Key elements include linguistic and ethnic pluralism, the reconstruction of
national identity, the diplomacy of traditional religions, digital and media diplomacy,
educational and scientific exchanges, and a multi-vector foreign policy. Furthermore,
initiatives targeting cultural tourism, Central Asian regional integration, Turkic world
cultural initiatives, and Kazakhstan’s self-positioning as a Eurasian civilizational cross-
roads serve to amplify its soft power. Structural analysis via MICMAC reveals that
specific variables—most notably a multi-vector foreign policy, multi-layered cultural
identity, and institutional cultural capacities—act as high-influence, high-dependence
strategic variables that exert a decisive impact on the future evolution of Kazakh public
diplomacy.

Conclusion: The study concludes that Kazakhstan is actively deploying a coherent,
modern public-cultural diplomacy framework aligned with contemporary international
practices. Within this strategy, a multi-vector foreign policy, balanced engagement with
major global and regional powers, and the strategic mobilization of cultural-identity
assets constitute the core pillars of Kazakhstan’s soft power statecraft.
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