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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The South Caucasus, a pivotal geopolitical crossroads in Eurasia, has
undergone a profound redefinition of its balance of power following military shifts in
Nagorno-Karabakh and recent diplomatic developments. The “Zangezur Corridor” initi-
ative—originally anchored in Article 9 of the 2020 ceasefire agreement to link mainland
Azerbaijan with Nakhchivan through Armenia’s Syunik Province—has intersected with
a new intervening variable: the United States’ “TRIP” (Trump Road for Peace and Pros-
perity) initiative, formalized by Presidential Determination. By transferring transit over-
sight and corridor management to Western consortiums, this plan transforms a conven-
tional transit route into a mechanism for altering the regional status quo and imposing
geopolitical pressure on Iran. This study examines the consequences of this intersection
for Iran’s strategic interests and the regional balance of power. It addresses a central
question: How does the Zangezur Corridor, in conjunction with the TRIP framework,
redefine the regional balance of power, and what strategic posture should Iran adopt in
response? Critiquing current passive approaches, the study underscores the imperative
of transitioning toward an “active balancing” strategy.

Methods: The methodology of this qualitative, policy-oriented study relies on docu-
mentary content analysis applied within a case-study framework focused on the Zange-
zur Corridor. The theoretical foundation is John Mearsheimer’s offensive realism, which
conceptualizes state behavior in an anarchic international system as a continuous drive
to maximize relative power and prevent peer hegemony. Primary data were gathered
through qualitative analysis of official documents, including U.S. Presidential Deter-

minations and strategic reports from international think tanks. The analytical model in-
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corporates three key variables: the independent variable (the Zangezur Corridor project
across its geographical, legal, and operational dimensions), the dependent variable (the
regional balance of power and Iran’s core strategic interests, including transit domi-
nance, national security, and regional influence), and the intervening variable (the TRIP
framework, acting as an extra-regional driver that amplifies the corridor’s structural
impact).

Results and Discussion: The findings demonstrate that the convergence of the Zangezur
Corridor and the TRIP framework has initiated three critical shifts in Iran’s relative pow-
er standing: first, a regulatory shift transferring transit oversight from Russian security
management to Western regulatory supervision, marginalizing Iran’s alternative routes
toward the Black Sea; second, a security vulnerability arising from the direct entry of
extra-regional actors along Iran’s northern frontier, threatening national security by dis-
rupting border continuity with Armenia and stimulating cross-border ethno-nationalist
movements; and third, direct geo-economic competition between the Western-backed
Middle Corridor and Iran’s International North—South Transport Corridor (INSTC),
eroding Tehran’s leverage as a Eurasian transit hub. Internationalizing the security en-
vironment surrounding northern Iran renders passive diplomatic warnings insufficient,
forcing Iran—within an offensive realism paradigm—to deploy both internal and exter-
nal balancing mechanisms.

Conclusions: The article concludes that safeguarding Iran’s interests hinges on transi-
tioning from the current defensive posture to an “active balancing” strategy. This strat-
egy rests on three pillars: asymmetric trilateral balancing with India and Armenia to
restore Iran’s geo-economic power against the Western consortium; wedge-driving di-
plomacy within the Western coalition by exploiting the rift between Moscow and Wash-
ington (which seeks Russia’s complete exclusion); and internal balancing via an ener-
gy-security barter model with Armenia to consolidate an economic foothold in southern
Armenia while circumventing sanctions. In this way, Iran can shift the game’s logic
from “defending the border” to “raising the cost for the rival” and navigate the unfolding
geopolitical crisis.

Keywords: Zangezur Corridor, South Caucasus, Aggressive Realism, Iran.

Citation: Abedi Gonabad, Reza. 2026. The Geopolitics of the Zangezur Corridor and Redefining the
Balance of Power in the South Caucasus: Strategic Threats and Opportunities for Iran, Political and
International Approaches, Autumn, Vol 18, No 3, PP 24-45.

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions of the
BY Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)



http://piaj.sbu.ac.ir
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/1735-739X
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2645-4386
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

P-ISSN: 1735-739X H"A‘ﬁhtfwéwmm%ﬁ
E-ISSN: 2645-4386 piaj.sbu.ac.ir e Cle

HLdB 53 198 djlgn i y33b g 593505 OYIS Sty 953
Er9=e02 Sl S0 ) Sl o 2 9 Ldiied i (9
O g om0 s

'BLLS swke Lo,

DOI: 10.48308/piaj.2026.243198.1848 VO O/XF 1 fhpdy F b VFF/V VY idl s 5t

vbw Ov\f‘S’?

Y523 3l oy sl S 55 g o b Slomios ) (K Olpeay (o g LA ailais 1 Bladl g dodio
G g ) S (5553 0YIsy 659, + el 035 158 ashlge Hllw (Glo iy sl dalld (YoVY il
Ol b 31 Ol 4 Olomley3T (6 smgpoar (ool on o Sl 5 n 59,28 o o VoY 35T
Gt 03l Olse oo oot VUL - b i (s S adsibe it U 05T emnl Ol S e
L obl Sy Y Y0 Sgl 53 (sl Ol p L a8 b ol cal il 336 L) 5 koo 6y
5 8 O3 s 5o (5 s S N O (8 Gl iS4 55l S S e ST,
e (3 ol (SLately (5T ¢ many ol Bk ol 03,8 ks Ol Sty 55 (S 53550 wiog
Sl ol (ol iy ol g 3R 53 15 e iy 33 (K55S 5 Ol (e Dl (6 3mr (53,2
Sl 5 AT a3l ) (sl (gl 5 asilpe 4558 v b L A 53 095505 0VIs 05g 45
S i ol 48T Cmal OF el b by gl 4 b Tas oo 1,8 Ol S as A b (sl
a3 Dy 53 5 0003 Cmtle kS Sy S5 (S5l lsn (Slm SSpesn sl 4 (Slacilaie atilis
s U ostomad aclllas ool L dalowil o OF St 85 Kt 5 456 358 e Ol ml (0505 CoamBge Cinias

S h e 1y (LR (g3lwsiylsan an SIS g o 3y gn a3l (sLas S
il 0l rt_?a,})_é) OV (63550 dalllan 5 (galiwl Jdoss gy L o iS5 ool iomsy ool (L Shgy
ol Sl “_g_,:)qul_z;); b Las ) 5l 48" ol ol o Olar (oo g o)) O 6 gyl
o Sl 1 505 L s 1Al 0 st a Laesls IS o e (sladlie (S ge3a (Sl S 5 o DB
o slaodS ol (63 ,—aly sloa i )8 5 odmmte VLI (6 5o Sl y L 0394 Y2 YO 5 e
OLSG3L Ol 5 o pem B> o mldlaor slal L (5552505 OV 055,00 Jiams ;e . Lilodd (55513, S

reza.abedigonabad@iau.ac.ir . ol 5l « yslics « oDl .sl)'Tekif..sb slis doly gl f}k" 3 s> a); Hbabial LY

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions of the
[ Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)



https://doi.org/10.48308/piaj.2026.243198.1848
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-9763-3674
mailto:reza.abedigonabad%40iau.ac.ir?subject=
http://piaj.sbu.ac.ir
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/1735-739X
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2645-4386
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

P-ISSN: 1735-739X FE-FOFD 39l gmsS slod ez § 59
E-ISSN: 2645-4386 piaj.sbu.ac.ir :asws Colw

J_f‘ab'-l.uﬂ;m, (ol 358 9 Ao el o upl 5 aes oLl (0 o) (63l c_é\;ﬁ,\j_éo\_s)'\y» awly e
SE &_-q-)'\ g by oyl Lledd Cany w5 V15 31 e iSTLALLS g_i;ﬁ}»}h )\)_’el@; Olgeds (o 5 CJ_b»
3,8 o 3 Ol (ST sladely 5 Y Y0 A Slidlg Ls (YY) $ Lo 3

s Tl 0351 A Ol oyl 5 sdas S w5 Q_lg;)j)_fs; OVl o~ Y :Ladsdlb
ol 5L 33 s Ol e 5SSt e 457 8 6555V dy sy (ol S 31 305 IS I
Sl kg 5 O (Sl (sl o opsliome a (530) (lailazal b 0,803l peime 355 153 148 oo 03U
S 55 S s SlBy iy 54,8 08 SLa0l o S o 5 Oyl L (55,0 L pdsd o b 51 (e
L o3y ol crmeimeat -0l (o515 o8l a5 Ol g =dlod 53y ST o e Coos
slaslita s, 5,55 ol S (Al S0t i bly s 5 0l Osaly el doms (5l Mol
Olszeas Ol a8 das o L3k 1y gf)J_: Slac )8 Cwlew (6351,5 OV g0 ol Ll il BTG ) (65 e
S e 505 5 S S)lge iy e SU S el S—

el (I i3l son 3,y o (5987 il 5,555, 51 1A 5,5 55 0l Sl sle 15 g AT
e 1dlin Ol B 5 (61 e, Ly o VS 53 SIS aledys £ 8 g S o 03 0L
Ju‘j}'@ O‘J—.’.‘ 4()\_.»&.3;_: w_fé Lsug’_,a__éj.bu 03593 9 QLT_«J.A)\ P L) Lg:\_..a‘fa‘ CeS L.S‘J—’ O\:_w.i.a)‘
238 33 Sk 55 O 31 5 0313 i (oBy (6hm (3L A R 4 (e 31 pLEo) 51 Ly (3L e
ELY

Ol e ool el < 5B 55555 Vs s GMlS OB S g

5 gt B L 18 wlse Ci il 5 55505 OV Kok 85 AP0 Lo b sule 1 RS Ukw!
YE-FD O Slet A Jlo sl o Ml s ol Uil Ol al oDl (6 s0m (Sl 63,58y (Slacao 3

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions of the
BY Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)



http://piaj.sbu.ac.ir
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/1735-739X
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2645-4386
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

SUE sle Lo,

U1yl (oMol (65002 STy S5 ]y SO0 9 g oy : (2 gi HElS 43 193 M50 Uiy 53 9 593535 UYIS Suls o35

%3

40 20

ol -l syl (Sl (e s Slmio) 3 oSG S Sy et A (i SAd 4dlate
e 3l s el 5 syl Ol can o S5 Olsie 4 355 SOl Comse s 4 4l
slpa (S SLaC )8 Ol Sl adlate (S Ol 595 (S )b i (e 5 4 g 1B (555!
ol Ol oSl (6 3oz (Sl s - el e ils )5 (glaibaial by (glaibaie (SLAC M a5 0508 53
39 il s el ol Lo s Sl e asliot S (s Il alnen S Lo ailate
S Ll alsn 53 ok 455 A o Jas codmte SN 5 456 03 g4 oy (slacs )5
s S5 b s 1y Ol e el Lo 15 o 0T 5 (6l L

(Sl e Ll Lo s VoY Jl 53 floo B g S 3l s (S 0¥ L) (35505 0VIs) &oyle
2ty oS i b ol s sl e 3L adlate St 85 0LetiS 4 OLaml ST s sgeor )
ol e Il (gl |y ey s o e S 03,05 ny e Sl (gl Syl DML
ol e e slg i Olce )l (K g Ol 3o b 5l (Olpmess (ﬁojﬁumgg\_%p)ﬁ@w
ol et 53 (5315 5 (o3laBl (Gla e (ales GLSHL (1 Lo 51 ot Ol 4 03,
o ol Ll 0 o (g (55 (omilen L) Yo Y el alori oy 23T 5305 s Ay
S50, OYIs S sl paiame a8y ol 5 4S5 5 Oloml )3T sl idos 5 (6,25 s
oslgad 3 S nl ol sl (el a5 SO Olse 4 el Oliaite )| JlST EeaSTl 5l L5
ol 45 8 15 01l 5 Ol s ol zel 56

Srsn ) ) Ny ) ey g Sl a8 03 Ges Dl 4 g L
Slailate (gly 3 ailpe 4 S 5555 OWs 055y 1l (GUlS iy ol 4 ol I 4
5 Laddg) ol ladely 5 LS o G 95l e lg omedly B il 2
S el O ol gy (ol 4o p S0 Ol (Dl (S sar Sl OF (L
(G ) sdbomze SN bty (gladlatel b, Salslte iz Ly (o396 53 55855 015 035,
Rl (L §3Lmilpo) 3l il 55 S gasn 51l S 4y (glailate= (65 o Bl S 51 ¢
s g oS i OV e (IS Ty oy o 51 ol sl )l 3l Eale s
(G Sy 5> 4ST (VY IR (6 55) ol (gy 5 Ol ) (o 015050 51 J ST o Jlina
bl ol o alol o OT (St 55 (KD 4 5 0313 1k O g 5 0 4 |y Sy s 4530
5Ol (b 81 5,55 GBS (K5 5 (alr b B8 il o ol 3w
el (L (g 3lwaslge) 4y IS oy o

a3k ol OF ) (6ol 5l 5 s Sl 5 o) 0L 3 (ilisie Dlalllan ool (3055 £ 9090 b B3 55
S35 Sl e g sy (Plea b Sl SN 5505 &S w50 3 aly CIB 53 Ol ! Ml (55 g 457 ol

YA




FE-FO AP0 30l pow S yloss pldzed 859 c Mol oyt § cwilouw SO SL 5 ode dolibd

S 58 e adlate 3 01,65 (5,8 (6N ST ol diae (VF4F) [y guliny S |y (6550 (sl 3 1 il
Wle3,S” Vol (V1) OSCen 5 (Sebgd (Sgmpn Tl 0351 L o3 53 K s Lo guzien Olieia ) b alas]
G 3L Ol (61 Sk 55 Ol 09187 0l 53 Wl e (S 55 (e S Ol 4 95505 psky S oS
3 3y or 65,2 1) 39595 2 e L ile )8l Ol (ol el g s (sl (0F )
ot ks syl bl 4 S Sl gy 3a 45 Ao ST (1Y) b 53U 0l eSSl sl
bl 01l (ol 5 Sk 85 (3le ade (63date Dl o552 o) 4 okizne (V0 YF) gty 5 VSTl
Sal53l U 53 Ol 5 demgy il 3 [y 345 (sladlate 398 Wb Loyl oS 03,5 Yokt (Y2Y¥) uliygs S
s e S Ty e el Looes gy 9 4S5 Ol Jolas 45 ol dtme (VoY) 555055 . s

ot SR (U] s 55555 OV sl 5 gabal slal gy 53 3 se Slasl Glé 3 L
5 SYSS OFF (b s sddplonl Slalllae el (st ol (g (58 gl SV 55 easOls
5 ST sl G 53 LS5k b asle 518y ol s 3l 5 42815 o Bdas ale (T2YF (gl
odowte SVUI b m (VYO Jl oS a5 il Salslue iz St 3 033 Ailedile Ol Coalad oo
295595 013 ¢ B (slajagsy ol 0dile Jsihe 530 Dyl 53 (ol 5 e (610 Gl 03l Olsis o
VI ol S ke (s BN e 3355 45 Jlom 3 kizily o SU=LIST Sy s gome &35, Bkas |
0303 o lgr SSsasa o) law 4 laiaie By 1) (63L anle

SO adlllan (ol o5 e Ol e (S 2 5 6 e 52 03 ol i sl 52
it C) el 53U 1) 555555 OV 48T (YT sy s (VS P gl dsle) 208 ,UT
b edowte SVLI G 5 b (im VY0 Tl (ol it 5L et 8l 3, oo Sl LISST- ST
03,5 5,1, «o\ﬂ\éuﬂ”,\i;,;u»&jw;ﬁwwﬁiw\ (6 e 3L ST e atslea 5l
b ) (3555)) ladaie (K3 35y S (0T 55 45 das g a5 bl 5 o b o Je S
3,18 a 55 3lsm Sl p Jolize S35 0t iy il (G 5 ) (el S goa —BL S
Sl Pl 53 4ty 5 St 5 5eb 5 (Slocily acilat cpl 3 B bly adstlie ey 3 DM 1y i
G SN SaT aS l ) 53 VYO b (580 55 el 83,13 (Olowr= STl Lo 5l Clas ) 5lge i
&l s sl (slame ol ol a8 03 S S (OVIs Baim 5 gkl o) i 4u (S lse bl SO
S g ek 06

o3l # b 43}§>_.- S s Ol ((rlg v_‘.:JLSJ» 4,k 335 Can )8 L AS o S Lol ags
503,85 WA |y gy 3B 3 Sl slars codoute VLI 58 (g3l ST (gl oIl Olse 4 (Gl 5
Die caalsl 55 o plal opl ool a5l dorlgo (sidor (6395 (Sl _idla L 1) oDl (6 s (sl sla al,
595 4 093 S S (Sl Ll 3l ey Sl Bl ol (e g e B)) 6 Ol 5 4
313 g slaalatel 3 5 (gladbate SIS 0L 5L Ble 5 polse Jos 4 s SiSu 335 o0 595555 OYls
Ol oMol Gzt (81n 62, Slaias b 5 oy LIB 3 1y o3 cpl sl S8 4 5T 2
ey o O 4 Olslgiin 5 ames ShI L Liagh «alg 55 Sonl 03,5 S5

T4




SUE sle Lo,

U1yl (oMol (65002 STy S5 ]y SO0 9 g oy : (2 gi HElS 43 193 M50 Uiy 53 9 593535 UYIS Suls o35

S ezl Y
S 53 (S0 38 51y by o2kl By 1Y

o554« smar g ey A (s HLEB > (lailael b 5 (ladlaie SLal ) 4L, Jdow gl
5 ol S e oo ) e s (68 oyl ol 258 el e Ol b5 48T S ST
Jsle 5 (ol 01,50 Lacdes (Y sl SKmiybT ) o ol (V 2l gl (bl 2,5 A
(0 temwlacdss ool (s L, (F 10 el allss bl 51 oo (ghyls Lacdss acan (F s
s, .(Mearsheimer, 2001) _ib u_.‘..b.a)b\f Lacdss s ol ) A5l e S A Lacdss
355 el o (1 Sy (s D) I iy Lo o Lacss Sl diins 45 316
oly oy g o Cnlad r\_eyﬁj&.»_:uuw_”m S a8 S o IVl el ey it
Lacdys . cul (gladlate ga5m ay Odmmy Slm SN 5 gmad Syl B ()l ST oLy s (6
als Jae 4 Sl dins ;i sy ads s ) 15 alse dilyn 48T b 5 s (Gdbs 90
LR Y ) S
ok VA DWAF (l55) doals oo s (Sl Cmbod an | Syl B s SKeS gl
oL (S )bT sl ol aoli o dsle el (ol L (slacudlsy s 51 Ll COWAA gzl
Sy 5 el L) o OLEES IS L S S £ 5 50 s Lacdys 48T ol (Ml
(93 o s il by (S e IVl S S s lailen . aiS e sty B (gl ol
(s 328y (el slal g5 dlaln L/ 5 ol 3585 (g o 8T U5 LSS oo St O
(ST 0 yla3b Spun s 4 Sler (smsn o oliws 45 U 0 S els o (Gilpin, 1981: 106)
Al Cdes S aS Ly b e O =l Law5L31 . (see: Mearsheimer, 2001) <! S et Ly i
3513 JeoS Ol IS s sl 1y ecie sLa 23
53 odouite VLI Asle) (glailaie O ga3 4 Od b5 « S s G (gl b 5 olp s pl o
(93 oly 31 Fais0) CSG a0 Jouts O ool (351 el (20l s Combgo cpl 0 (F93 857 oy . ol (g% 0, Sas
(Ll b bl 5le) Olgar A ST 3bls 53 (5 K (slatlatn g5 52 554l 55 AS o 3N imy 355 0
a3 o o 5 555505 OV LB 53 b 0L,k 8y e o 6 sl ol S (6 Sl
5 4ot Lo 5L, 5l 3L slasses OV sloml (51 5528 55 ol 3O 145 9 OlamabydT -
515 i (gl 2o VoY s el (6s s 3 e 0T Ll S pis (5l S T (gl el
& ol A (eslianl Jluasl SG Lgsas OVIs ool L dsslail 355 e S 55 35 5o =3
il (g 5 O 21) (glacilain (gL3) Chomias 5 (g SLES )3 5 SUmLISST jymms 5058 0 S
S5 a5 53 et Sl o8 Sm OB S o) O 3 487 S 55 s L L ol
3yl Slgeen Ay oo lbanw g 4 S OF bl 5 (Zakaria, 1998: 19) (uS’ » S)ys |,
S, o bwg OV S e slgi i (5,5 pobe) 3LEB 53 KL el HLs, :odsmio WYL -
&S sl oSy ‘Wwé&fTJM.W| 393 S ailee SO ol GBlitias (IS T

v.




FE-FO AP0 30l pow S yloss pldzed 859 c Mol oyt § cwilouw SO SL 5 ode dolibd

IS Ll Ol D) 5o 5 (e 9 mnsy) ilB) b et 9050 (6,8 IS5 )
sy Ly 5 0303 il Lyl (o lad amio) 53 1y 355 3y Ebly Sl al OVIs
S =50
s 39 9 oy B Lade (ol AOG I Sb OV ol 55 acwgy 5 O =2 Aewgy g Oyl -
55533) ol By (LA 3585 51 (5 Sl (s 2y 2l 3 5250 iy S 5o 5L8)) 55
b 3sd OLsdsis ials an omte oS gladlate o i 53 s 43,8 LaT L (FF DWAA (31, S5
(see: Labs, 1997).08 o db 555 Sl C:éL;a 5l gl g
o= 93 (83315 ¢ satm = 53 AS e Oy (Mearsheimer, 2001) ol b 6 4 S 55 Lailen
ksl 5 Cmlad e |ds 4 (Organski, 1968) sl earlg o WS bt o aS ol
L e o g 3L g el (IWAF ¢ cadi) (b5 8 oo SopdB (gl odls Sy an ygmme (ST
el 63315 !

i (S piko ¥ -V

il iy slal Jols ¢ s cpl Jiane it Olgie 4 «”ﬁ; OVIs 63,00 & Jitwe iza @

Olinita )| S g Ol 53 20 hSFY g 85 Jgbo e S 1 (SS3B Lople 5 B o Cosbse -
S Al (655 b 585 5 byl (glosls Ay b foli S

JolS STl o e ol LT il aiBln Lol aan o ise ol L o pde s B Sl -
Sl 53 SGSTL e Jis) (65,008 OV SO L 55 dalgs (o pblis) Jue) Olica |
st piS Sy O oy s 5 dnn 5 (6 5lamsl G 5 03 JBloms (5 93 0 ke 08
i STy DK T gl S,

Colal Olymesis 4 Jlasl (sl 55Tl sl Jdpiloss Gilial Jol s Aol 0,500 Ol 5 2l -
Sl Sl Ry bl S w5l Slal 5 S5 Olgr 5 (S s S eSS Sl 4S5 Sgesa
gy 3 Ol ]

sl Jolld canaly ite Olgie an (O] =l (63—l 8&45 =y HLAB jo 198 asylse) taiwly ke @
el )

alate 53 (65,50 5 WS 313 s Ol 4 Ol (i o8l 20 ) S 5 V55 5 ()5 5B
resermdlend (Ml Jis Jom 55 STL NV ol s S

Soe Pl plad 4 by o Sl SLa LSS Sy $5 SS9 B\ 63,8 DB 5 ezl -
S5 a5 (il anl S aT ¢ 550) by (slacyts sleMbl 5 allss 5o (Oliuite,l L
38T et 53 S 0L L0k o 05l

L g slacdlaze SNy o5 o (60 53 Ol (bl teBlae 53 O (el s Sildon By -
el BRI Olan Ly O3lpe Lol

™




SUE sle Lo,

U1yl (oMol (65002 STy S5 ]y SO0 9 g oy : (2 gi HElS 43 193 M50 Uiy 53 9 593535 UYIS Suls o35

53 (bl a3 S aliedy )y (s ko) 555503 OVIs 811, Sals e ,ia @
el (sl iin) O (638l alie s 5 158 4S3lse ) =SS5 O ol s g 0ds
kf‘lé’.' LUAJLS (S =5 crf4l>-|u\.oj.:£;a C)‘i‘ u.:e/.fj_lm); C})J.g))).fl} Lguu\.a‘.ig_g‘}.:l’é' ‘Q—i‘ﬁt‘:’

ST E- Ty LRSI RTIEN eee

B o

il e
g JUES 50 158 aijlge

l LRV

sy 9 Jaiuo (S pitto Laslg 5 (6 40 Slows ) S0

=l 56 Sl 55 5L Lal S e Jas s ite Olseds (95750 OV (SS 5 059,

b S 555 o oIS s oty (il ie) (01l (63,80 @tu,\j_auj\,ﬁ»ﬁj
5 s S 3y s S ol Cale ((Jawly) [, Salslie e Olyioas (odmeze SYLI oy 5
Ldis 5 Lany sl alonl U S als e dne ol das o Lyl Slear <Sgasn o35 oSG 4 (glaibie
Solwts3lse) Ol ml (slacas 3 Ly (S 55 i) Sldodg Sd s olid (S5 slacs, 8 s,
OVIs Cay a3l 487 US e b (Y+Y0) AIR 550 <S55l ol ufu)\)_f laasdly . das o s 1) (JLsd
s o) Sty 55 5 B g Cmaale cotiomie VL (gl Lo Cslen L 5 035,280 B 3 555505
""""U"’L"‘“J") 4wy u_'v')Ua_v J-\_Aﬁb sy 6L§Jyjs3ko.€— AJJXJKJ_:}G O'l‘ el oJJjQ}fJ?A \)
b el S A J—EUJJJJY)?J = J§3~i"} Jots L g on, S e isandl 1y (YoYr ely 351554

‘M"LSA o}_lq- Lffféju_lw‘ﬁﬁ-‘f \) Q‘J—.’.‘ LSL“JJ‘ Q}_ﬁb:i Lf:?"“

vy




FE-FO AP0 30l pow S yloss pldzed 859 c Mol oyt § cwilouw SO SL 5 ode dolibd

G gy T
Jos o e (ST oagn ol ;b 5l s Conl (ool (Ol b 5l Dl ioagn Soags sy
ol o g ey sl 3 6, s ) S o pr 323755 OVI5 (63550 aalllan Ly (53l
63y o ol 7S5 lly ol 3 diledd (65513 5 cgnliwl 5 (glaslsulsS 5y, an ioags slaesls
Presi-) (odseie SV (6 5gor Sl y i) adas 51 V0 Y0 OV o 5l a0l e samuwy Sl
sl 3 03l 059, 09,55 el 1 te (dential Determination No. 2025-09 of August 8, 2025
Laosls Jdows gy .l 035 5Spate MaIlops —mne (glaodS il 65 aly sla iyliS msimman
(5 sl st ) (ol o) s B 6Ln 2 3 sty 45 Lo oy 8l (45 50
e 33 0T (oo D55 U es Sl (sl o3l b 5 595555 0¥1s 33,) (o 25 sLaesls
3 o Y55 gy (Sl )l 35 ek (s 5 4S5 S T 01 ml) -85 0,50 5L,
s o e 1y OT (ST gladaly 5 Y40 Jlu 55 s Sladlg (g ,8 | B (YY) oo s Lo

P aie pewlis § Candlo ddi y: 593535 YIS ¥

Ly 9 4 46V -F

S35l (=29 3 ey 0B Olys g (555 S g Olial) 535555 acilain o oy actBlin (Slaaty
Lwg gl S an sl oy cgayed CmaSTlo Ll ) e 253,85 30 VAA Jl 3 s
M&Qjﬂ@dwguwj (bl s coss) Lacale yssl 55 a5 (6l jlueS”
OIS (S a5 Oyl ) (s Ol ay K3 g 5 A o Ol y3T ool a5 ‘(}-30};3
Gl s 5 LI Sl kel Canl (13 (gla o ol (Say0s Ol 3.5, sloul |y oLl
g Jlb 3,8 o Jate 5Tl an S o b 51 Olpamss 457 al Lo ke 5l sloslr 5 sy
Ol oT;!.J_.:cE}J_AKU_la@H‘M ans J2lsl 53 $le 3 s Slasle 0L 2 55 Slbloyl ool Ll
u,_,,l_i_.,;,aG,ch_ug\;\;u,w.x_gsbuj\u&ww Ao ans ool LESSL (6l o La 5D

30 OS] s olyan oLESHL ol Cle 31 e s Ll (sl

551yl pleal g ¥ ¥ o 531934 iy ¥ -
SbLs)| (aladh 1oy pyoge ol Yo¥r ol ey 53T 3315 o oy plue 3 o5 S 3l
g e SLb Ll Ccal Oliie )l (6 ) sgam . b5 sl = b agbie s Aoy e 5 o3l
O3l &S atiladlw bt 4y |y Olgomss 5 Lves 5 (3o 5 O3] (s (58 Gble o
Sl g By Jam J 28 AS oo edal S 93 0 53 5l 5 4l Jilg Oy g asle
b (=55 atBlie ol cn )5S de pme (oAl dal Lo gy Idd el g g e (S 0

1. Exclave
2. OSCE Minsk Group

vy




SUE sle Lo,

U1yl (oMol (65002 STy S5 ]y SO0 9 g oy : (2 gi HElS 43 193 M50 Uiy 53 9 593535 UYIS Suls o35

S US a s (Y130 S sloml (6l (gm0 Olsie a1y oy ol 4S5 5 Olomly3T s e S
Ly o ol Ol 9 Oliaa sl ¢ Julie 53 Oty J S SIi 5 059265 ,009 5 5 (o paiaie
ol 31 0yl Oliae ] JelS STl o s s «;\MfC'U»@B,p,\_gw\um,uju;a,

el (555 S 55 Sy (ol s (SBsh el

Mol by g ho Sly mlyiosle05g Ol V' -F

o (sl g sl 51 (Sl ol ae s ) ey e (1 e (sl sl Ll ol a0l 5
(o35 03 155 T (bodis 53 OT 51 (2068 5) 35 oo (gmotsp Jion pitn Ol sy o 93 45
28T (6,8 il LaST (o b 315 55 ol (o oS S O S e (1S
2 bier e (el 0Ld) 5 ko (1 ol oalomh g 035 ol 2 ey o0 9\-@‘4_54?5_.#&\5
Sobamsl G Lel Al dals Lo ol Dpgoo &y s o)y Ol ) Ca STl 09 3315 ) el
033 ) 25 oo SIS Ty (A ol (A ST 5l g ST S S 84 Sk (g O oy s 5 ta s
b s b G S 558 5 i lady (glosls o Ly bybs fals il glacslo,)

(Avdaliani, 2025; Sukiasyan, 2025; De La Garanderie, 2025 ) » ,f <

Sk 935 51 I Ol 4 PB yuniS 1 0 oo Julkoxs ¥ =¥
Sl el < ‘(J_<i.> el L) (el 5 03l o ((”)_ig Y1) 5639, e oL s
5l L s galaciibie w8 e o sgie S 35555 0Y13) el Ll Gme sLakely L
i Ol 4y 5 Oyl J 28 gy s S i 35 St 4S5 5 OLomil )3T (6 g 51 47 ol (S
Lol £33 arlpe 01l 5 Oliaie )l s o slie L Mool ol s oo 03lisul (aaaS50L - b Sl
o Ml Oty ooyt 5 STl HL 03,8 (i B Ly (o8 Olyie Sq gl 8
T s S5 oln o (glaibate azBlie S 1) 055, o i ol 350 00 plasl o5 g
S Olge 40) B ol oy e 5 Cla oo ) poastn a5 5 5aal e S8l S [ OF 503,57
Slee) Sl 55 Glal 5ty (6l dtai s 6 lml (g3l ol dS s s (b o ol
el (613 5 o) \,fq:,,g,»@ﬁmgg\?ywﬁuﬁy osliul U (4w 5 01 !

Sl 53 a5 (3l S T Slal 0L |y O el ey 457 ol (55 Oles Liss -l
B9 {,.Sl;- S sl 3 51 e (Lynn-Jones and Miller, 1995) . ueb o (1, olaziS
JEos piin Gas S5l A Sy 0S| Gliod (GUMST Lo O i 5 (ol omedy)
I3 433l 50 o i Joale (S Ol s 35y mal et it 93 ey 0 (35505 OVI3 035,0) (ms
i) OS5l ol L el Blal 5 5Ly T (sla i s Ols aSST (gl Lal s 8 iy
b sl cods ol 385 Cole dob il 0, ST Ldow sty ag b gyl o ) (el
b ey mapg g )15 35y OT gl ST (o)laie (S 355 5 (B el 5 0T (5,5 JSS

vy




FE-FO AP0 30l pow S yloss pldzed 859 c Mol oyt § cwilouw SO SL 5 ode dolibd

Ls‘)ﬁj—‘.p I u—i‘ LSHL:KC"—G.AAJJ Q\_:.e Lg‘)t'a-\_wﬂw eu;‘._fhjﬁwl&é_:'é.ﬁ.le_n} C—g w_g)kx_g
L (S g Ol 3 o3l 5 oy Jols) (S35 5 (glaibatom ol 1l S5 (555553 0VIs) 1ol
Al le ke o 5) (sl 5 o3lmd ¢ Jolin 3 .l HSST= ST ygmme a g laai; 5 oIl
@Q%Mﬁuou‘_;}‘)bwa)jsd}_ﬁx}hb}}'JW‘w‘Oﬁj‘}k—w@ aj)ﬁ:&
NN, g5 5 OV ol 03,8 Ml 6l ot Sgnsn bl oy 5 b 45 Jl)o
Cf‘l’ﬁ)))'i’) QY\: udz_.aj}i u_ﬂ\))dg;_w‘;éﬂ\.acjyn el (U‘J'i‘}q‘.‘.-‘”ﬁ)) ] Q‘J.iij‘.: Cmnd
5 oen IS (glodits 595555 OV s lee SIS Ll DL gon pygie 35 sl 3 03Lor
0 Y Y Jls l ems LEST= 58Uy 505 5 (ol (sl dbola 53 aiyy 48T ol ST 55

S ke (g S VYO Jlw 3 48 ol Sigoin 5 OWS (N3l glodudy o3l b« Jolia 5o
M‘w)) d\_ob@ @T‘) BL ‘.T’_"‘Js Cj_lé g:_.w‘ ol da“)j )\_E.aé CJ)-\J )‘)b 4_t oo le_ﬂ d)&s
= 5=l S O cmnle Ll 555555 V1> (oldl o i 0 (o SOlwatlgs) 5 (03,57
Sl 53 amgy 5 Ol (ol Hlgn (Gl (npal an (sl G315 4 Uy k) ayy )l oo
ol Lzl (S tis 4l « (Krikorian, 2025) 5Ls jeu sl (sl ol lie o . A s Ll
’FY’MO_i\ngJJlJLE:s\L}_BJ‘_;”JJ_g‘Lrlu‘_;ug,}l_wﬁ}d)\-mélesd}w\?é_wclfﬁ
Al 88 3585 g S A (S e S S5 95505 OV 487 AT o DL (g ksl oSG
ol 0l ks g S 43lsn (8l el B i

(02l (Gund By JuS) 59 505 OYI1S JUS 13 Sl U155 3k @dlio g olge .0
58 Sl ST 9 Sl 55 Slig 5 BAXS e 9 Ol Sl (559002 1 -0
Frankel, 1996; Elman,) b Lo (slacdss Olsie 40 4S5 5 olowb )3l « oxlg ey e 5|
S g0 3l s ey S o Jes a8 (P 0 (1996; Jervis, 1999; and Taliaferro 2000/01
OV OLauly3T (6 sgon (Sl - it 345 s aylge edls ods Lo 4y (YoYe el
s L1 W1 ol S slasy gl o S (sl b Sl Sds S 55555
°3L’."}5“.4—5°53J-.’:Q-3"3J)Tu-‘(-“b§ \)4_;]'3 43}_5- &j‘w\wmbu-")‘)db)wbw)
a1y (el Ol Uy Byl ol s ol S 53 48) Ol ol as 355 25505 (Sials U as o
Lty Lyl adilaie s (gUdST gl s ola SO Ole an |y 34 otiﬁt?,ujsc_wu}_ﬁtf”_»
S \((G.SL:A)).Q;)) aJ}_EJust_ib-)))_is} oVls .;)bj.:fjﬁ e g e3lasl 059 ol aS 5 (6l
Loyl 4S5 5 (535-555) Oyl Olomlin3 55 Lo b 51 (65550 Sl 5 e a3 S ol
Olo3lw) (<S5 Olgad (85535l (6l m (S5 s 3 S s S ol LISTT o800 51 S o Jne

1. Middle Corridor (TITR)

o




SUE sle Lo,

U1yl (oMol (65002 STy S5 ]y SO0 9 g oy : (2 gi HElS 43 193 M50 Uiy 53 9 593535 UYIS Suls o35

S5t Ol Kinp 5 il i DL 31 (Sl sy Lol 0 457 35T s =28 (S, oyt
Ogmn3 4o O ook (6 m JSET (3305 (s el 33 )8 o LS e s (IS0 51 0385
Sl 531y sy 5 Ol sl i 35 Laine 457 ol 550 5 (531l Cpus s 4S5 Ly (slaibate

S or il 5LaB 5 655

6,65 Lo (S S gumo dslur 53 Gy (6551 jaw! : o 1 ¥ =0

i Ao LadT Hlsdy Lal el g3 Lacdss il Oddn 4 Sl e g ey oyl 530
Sy slimn ol ey 5L YO 51 ey SVslme 5 Oliaite,l el (g3l &yl B)
e3Y (S5 5 Cmmenr) (atigs Sy B) LB (b Syl Lomee SO 53 a8 il (o3 4 s
So il sl b A ot G 0 Ol S ol el L
S5e (§3525 A il 53 (SHlwilped (6l SIS (50 S I S5 sl olss!
sils s 28 SO b )y (em ) el 5 o3l b I3 3 Oliae )l 5Ly ol HSL=LIST
S pdB) 36 (e ey laie el (ST dasee 53 s Sty SO Olgety Olua |
L aS Lime ool g S o0 o3l (o) Jds ) BYS-A S DG B T P BV U JU (PR
LS o A ¢ g S ey OYI3 ey e (68T 5 (8 D) 53 S wle S Sl pes
IS Olgal cpls 53 3, VU 1 HBGT= ST ) smn (g5 5l 2o allis o s eols gaia

S e 1 3 Sl L S e s M m Bai e S ) e (SIS

SO P g Q"SBM)L’,. 9 J,s! Jb 50 Slddkie g0 3 14wy y.T-0

T 03 (e ks Oga3m gy ol ey oo 51051 1,8 ooy (mniy 53 SLASB 53 4y

Cillses adlate cpl 53 0536 5 1 ST o34 (6, 3 S ol 3si L Sl b ay 5 Sl g (S

S 5038 3985 4 s 4y 50 S al 5 03l (G ol Sy ik (525l b 05 5 35555 OW13 35y -

a1 S g Sl 1SS el ol mal 0kl Al 4y |y Ay Shoe K5 (6,8 moilis -l S e

s e 0L |y By wSalib S Ay o5 b ol syl ol an

5 Sl (il jLais 5 530 5 IS el el 5wl 358 L Ol S 1Sl 55 Aoy L)
Aol e el 5 p s SO o, g OV ol o e

I 4 (Cal o il Gl o8 Lol 355 45) s S S J 1S5S S p Y
b s n (Gl O 3 iy 95555 48) (ln ysbs S ol 3l 505 (S s
e O 5 Sme Aol gl STl g e Ml g fa 53 ST faSeae sl
OV ey ke 87 (gl 3 1 o )8 45 Combge (S 53 1y gy oy Cong o]

i 4S8 I e 3 G el ko 395 s adilite (gl (VY 315 b J1s ol (sl 5 e b 51)

1. Strategic Hedging
2. Near Abroad

vs




FE-FO AP0 30l pow S yloss pldzed 859 c Mol oyt § cwilouw SO SL 5 ode dolibd

(o) Sal 53 Ay (6 1Sys 3,0 o=t Lwlysl 53 (2315 SLbLI Aol oo b 51 (et golasl ablis
5€€1) Sl 0313 A alS Dld 1) golaedl Open Olsie o Jal 5 05,8 Sos 6l ysiS ol bl
(Nuri Najafov, 2025

Lol g9l B 3 w590 o5 433190 000 DY UI.F-0

el Gz 93 S g0 SO 55U (ldian sdemie SV Ly ol o)Ll (6 s ise 55 48 s lalen
Ok b (sla i 5 S o Ssleds la b (EPC, 2025) (sl b 55 Jdos 5o
EVL -l Jlab (6153l (6 3lwti3lgn S oliasOlis Y2 YO gl 33l 51 oy ailaie s Sl
il 51 (b a8 M 03,5 (6l S 555155 51l S Olste a5 (s 058 O edowie
el ol 4SS e enlial o 5 Ol St 55 Sl il O3 slge 5 Lnlysl 55 g 355
el SmipbT loms 3 Sy Slaly B JLody g as )3 ol ey 4z B ol
Brzez-) ((s?))_g CJ.LW o) )3 (S’ paS s lilen o g jLaE ) Q.:i;_.‘;b ol s
0355 1 (o A 5 dmngy dm) dooly oyt 3 SO s 3l (6 Sl ool 03,5 o3 (inski, 1997
S5l ol Sl 315 5 65,50 bl 53 055 Cobge s (g 5LES el Ll S
rbe SIS 53 (ool i Lal L odoute SYLI L (AF 1F0 OB 5 030y ) Coul Sl
ol s Js g (oslr Ssokim) (o gas SES,5 5o 51 55505 VIS oy e sleity
5 Ayl 150 ol Calal .l ool ;K50 Olyie an 545
o 35 LT Sl 53 (gl blod 53 Ss i 3585 Chundal Ty Sles )
S8 s 53 Ol JoolS” 035 593 5 Ly sl 5 Oty L 01l SSslaml (ny bLl akas 20100 slge Y
855 5
LS s S o ohm i oS 8 Sl g0k 23 ) SS U RS e slge Y
Lo s (Sn55571555) olos 5 3lal ek 51 6 8 o cainy mal 53 S ol (6351
ol 3,555y ol Ly el (mallss o0 1l dsle) s (SIS mtel (Sl praias
35l oo Gimen 1y Ly Hlge SOl aal Olal Jls s 53 503, S sloul (¢ 28

OVIS deblo 3 &l didlono (5,5 43190 : cpur .00

Gk 325 Sen sS85 ane s dlos 4 Sl ol Osesn K Olsisr o iz pd (o2l By e )
03,5 31551 Olgn (S3lwkizlse e 5 el blimt (63,055 555505 OV I3 s Ll el ol )=ty oS !
By C,la)&uh,iu}wduwﬂ,@f,w!,;%\fo% ) S pete 87 s s oS5 L
Sl s b (55l Ll Lo Sy sl Wsar Jlo ol b il oo o Jlge 0oy 31 s 1, OT &5 1 03,8
K] 6)\).;1 le.aﬂ..«.n Cﬁ)ﬁb’ &JL)‘ ..U:.ﬁu.a C‘?—Js) o.bf&jbb:ﬁ- 4.&.§L..A4.c r.:a;'m .U))}\ e ‘L:.""“J)‘ alises

35 Sl o885y IS T (allas Slamsil 31 sl ST 5 s 015 Oloe O35 Lo

vy




SUE sle Lo,

U1yl (oMol (65002 STy S5 ]y SO0 9 g oy : (2 gi HElS 43 193 M50 Uiy 53 9 593535 UYIS Suls o35

(005 )53 : o) (02 L (Sl By o) (GAlS 1,50 3L (Blio 9 2190 dulio ) Jguir

(2308 S3Lu 5 10>) (Suals’ @Blio 9 Blunl  ((Jwsdb; JU3)) ol @oge 525

(S5l 3o8) Oltncn )l s gny (ot iaws Lai b Cdllons £ g0 ning Lai Ol !
i £ 515 A i s g/ T 30 5l (Sl | Sl i 5 Wy S
-r—*:ffo"é L LB GOl e cgladlaial 3

Jets 0Ll (Sl s« Koor (slaspslins o | 03 oS sl sl s | Olxslyy 3T
Ole )| Ciadas ¢yl 5 ol 4 O (4S5 5 Olsmsw 4 JLasl gl
L8 gyl S s

45 o 3§ gun) 0 puoloen 45 0315 OLL ¢l pnaias Ls s Sipdy 1 (210 b Ol ,f
e o 3 S sk 1 sle slaslil b s3lutiilsn ((CraS - Lai)

Olel s o8

Sl 4 ofits o 3 1S5 Olgar) o] (3805 Slaakie O ga5a [/ b Lo ddos 4S5
gy 9Ol O3) H9d ¢ gladlaie 3985 Jall Eéff M) ojjﬁ:j‘ CEG Colas &o)ﬂlg
(ke s S

IS S35 o 53 Ogesa 5 oiln Jpds Lo | Cllun 1)lad o (sladlaie Ogesa | dmwg y
052 31 Oliwin) 5 5 51 6 S sl S 15 Slagpms | ST (sl 33 1S T 350
35 3 ed Qs gb) oYIs

3

Qb&bo@&g’_ﬁ:ﬁ‘ﬁ}wjj ‘Q‘J:J J}a.s u&.&lf ‘_;J?@UL;A fg:mﬂbjjbjfﬁ}‘jﬂ Uylg‘
olysl S35 5 533 slaol 5 ST s ol sk [ e b 5l 0V g e tled LREN

(d e BB o\ By (65 ol 53 T o 5B (ST (Saly 55 slacy) 5 b
Vb (odoza VLI s y3 Sai3lge 5 (SU=BIKT 5 gmen) b sty does (Slac )b 4 Ko oS s o L3
S 1y et ol 5 ol Lositios ¢ o lgs DLl gl it 555 s Spul (3l ST o

S 68k Olse 4 Ol (oMl (5ypgmr islan pl 53 35l o s 4y Nk gr (A S se miog Ll
on 3 o ol 38 a3 g ol OIS 5 iy e e i o i 4 1) 3 Sl s
el a2 0530 Cpl elies Sladaly (gl 4 st S 4 48T el (59,0 05 ‘O‘;ﬂ)\eg‘fc‘ﬂ‘y
5 S 55 sl 53 63,0y ladidg ol SIS & ST sy N Ol (638l WBlis iy (ol

by olassl S 955153

YA




FE-FO AP0 30l pow S yloss pldzed 859 c Mol oyt § cwilouw SO SL 5 ode dolibd

Last .#

(o D58 3 (o ) Ol 812 593595 OYI1S 58 ) S es 1 -7

(s Syl 3D 0315 ol ] 5 W@?J_pupwp&ﬁgﬁm ol ey e 5|
e [y Gl Al S Il s s O lesl g5l e ol s O, 053553 OVl .l
s g 8 bl | adbie 15 O ol (s oI B))

S Pl sl (Kb 2 kol 9 Sinly 935 Sy 1 -1 -7

S B ol ol it 31 Ol 5 Ol e akas 1Sty 5 S 5 (63 e plasl -
Trb 0l oS Ll (Lagtiatl 5 90 L 55 (ller S s S5 gLl
crl AT gy (shalanal b el J ST oo ol (6L 3 4 Ol (2313 s gy ol o
a0k o 03,5 03 JUST L 5 03,8 3pmme ) 3l 2w (5,8 w3lg0 Jie 3 0Ll 5 S (S350
o5 34) S gor=dlac 53iu S 55 Ol Sl o ) (omed S ol Slon 5 S Caas o ()L
oy JUisl e Bldaas el p ol LS e ol iolu b 5l |y (hlul-cy Slaslg
el b B e 4 (O1) 35250 oy D053 S0 ) (o

doze) Ol ;3T 5 (56 siae) 4S5 Sl ml sloslay a5 L Vs ol £ LSl al 5 536 358 g -
Ll ol ol o5 8l 5 Sitadd o Sledbl 5o gl | an (S5 8T 5 sl sl Sy
F 4o (sladbatel 3 (GLacyl; 0391 (slims an ol ol )51 o ol 01l (Sl (sl o sl
el O S5l G i 5 Ol gl o il 258

S5 (6l ol 5 (oS0 g SO adis 9 Sl slan) enS50L GLaOk o s -
L i S o5 a Wl g0 el ol sl e ol (65550 (sl L gslial 51D oS50
Calad 5 (A1 plon il 935 ot Ol e dlad O3S gble yo asllb glior 5 o 90
P39I s 4 Sty g S Ol |y ST

(K0 9995 1955) (S OLaBl (Gl g3 T =17

=5 9 L) ol s ol s s (s G e 031 Cns B PSSl EealST -
3lely L o5 go ploml (Lider 3 ,0) Ol ol ST 3 )b 5 Oy 5 Olomly3l ol e s oy
Ol s2laadl 555 5 o n 315 (sladals 5 55 o e Bolr JoalS by sl 095555 OV
les 3,8 ST Sl g s s 5158 el 1y d e pealS Sub a4 4 ST
Sl 0Ll Olgy 6 S 3lpe (s 31l Yo ¥F Il JLlsl 53 o 5 b (il ) S 5 O
iS oo ) Ol (cml5 (aein LS a5 b ol 45T o il 03,8 (gl L NS
S8 4 Ol S 581355 (Sl Olains) (65,51 i (sl (238Gl s 03,57 ol Ly oS
(EETN, 2026) . &y o J3lio a1y Ol ol (Dolge by bos

74




SUE sle Lo,

U1yl (oMol (65002 STy S5 ]y SO0 9 g oy : (2 gi HElS 43 193 M50 Uiy 53 9 593535 UYIS Suls o35

295573 (i Olyte ) 535855 OV sy K gt sl 5y ST L ke Sy -
(o Smlam )50 48T (Sl 5 STl o= dlend 5 ST (Ol (Sl e3s s L (e
SIS ayls o Sl 5y ST sl O Lo ) 593 JoolS sl iy ) Ol il 8 5 4S5
5V Cil ol e Ol Ol i ol 5 00l 2alS | =l s S )3
23 S a5 581555 CmnSis Syl S o Ui Sk 55 b by Lyl 5 bl s (65,

(Sl by (5 3lwdizlgn) 49 WL 4 wued bus: 8o paaly Slacwd V-7

5 A (3lwlse (gl s b S Ole 4 Al e dodg 5 HLid (el by ot 55
2588l 5 Sl ShTL ol (s b Ladidg ol L agarlss 53 00l S Jas o)l
..))‘.) Lg)‘w\?&;_.wl:.w

B Gl jlen g Silodns Vw8 .V -T-F

3Ol (ol bl S UISKT Hgmen 51 (3l St Ao H(0n 5) Olia =0l ypome S sl -
Lailyy 63,8y ool (81 m M e b Loy ol il 033 0,5 L KUSS 40 ol 4 [ Oliate |
ST 5 bl e Ll Ol S r alp oSl Lo 31 55158 Ol Ly
B 9 oolaBl Cal 0l S panas 4y OAS ol (e clau:» A6 o) b s o Oluia |
S nlonl (6l e p ol cpmimman LS Bloul 555 (gl HLaE 53 K1 b A S5 Ol
sl an s JLos a5 Sl 4S5 dte OluSTh 5 e 3y 45) L Ly aslorans e
31 34 (sl Olwinyl 5 O ol = b

| aiey Lol oo LS sloml 5 $Loe 5 4 iblis ealgehe Jas Jo tHSST 5 55 L L s ulales -
e glacaably 5 mdy L Ul oo Ol 0yl eonl 3 Oloml ST (6 psgomr 5 Ol Lol 55 612
lacdlate aslrdin Lo, Ken JLss (e L) 355 503 by bas 1 (o5Ltdl Il e 55
ol o Kl (gla e 53 O (g3l (il 4SS ol Oliabl s sl (FHF b sl
2y e a8 F

H1S (55l jg0 9 Suo 93951955 (S a9 .Y - -7

Ol ay Al gn el ol Ay S aSST sl s 95555 035, 1 eSS Sl 505508 -
S ol or Sy ) 33l 1ty (553 e85 (59T o5 an | Ol 48T U Jee (6 oS s
sl aals Jlss ag [y sl s 5 Il 5,855, S ay il s, o5 ) Sl PR
Eolwyn 3 JaSS )3 s 5 CiSin M8 ale i 1y Olgs Aol (Sn s S By Ay
o S et Ty el b ) eny ke il eSS 05 g4 co g mdled ol S




FP-F0 N0 50l cPomw S ylosk o dxd & 53 Mol § cwbouw SBCSLS y ole dolikd

Wl e 4SS o 6 Sl ol (slay o 51 L as (15 (63l asilsn) sVl 5, S,
ST s e 5l s, w5l K0k SS |y ol

355 el P s (Sl sk o Aol Ol tel (5L 3= )l T s S eoled -
OB 53 Ol sl (6, Lozl . AT Jld Sy by ol (6L 53 4y O § 5 Oliin)) 5 b )
5 loslar ol s 8wl w5 g baly ol 53 (ol (Ot ST g Ol 5570)
3y i 4SS s g 3ls il ] 5s 88 gs Joline  Kioly Ll e Ol b
ley (5l By 5 JLab Olimen Ol e 5557555 OV

(833190 31 (S1g03) C3lbiunin f b Laslg y Car g ¥ ~F -

S St JSb a1y 355 Ly (St Lo 1SS s a0 Oliayl 5 Ol 595505 053, 3525 L

.]e_g‘}) O‘i‘ G 4..73L>'-_9.> C))@ V..x>- 4..:-}3 J_:‘.; u\_ﬁ:) edasolis 3496 L;L;M.:L) ..\_31;;,5 Ca.g.}i?

S e 95505 0¥ ladaly ol 55 sleasl 5 Sslalos ool S Ole sl oo

S o G : 2iet) (L2219 y unord KOS ) O3l 1 § O gl Al 9 3 yLaxd LB gyl .Y Jour
(Yo X P =Y e ¥Y Ol ol g Of

= JYD Qj:.l:.ﬁ 4¥.0 JYJ Q}:L:a VO Q‘ﬂ‘@QM}‘ Q‘)JL&
- JY.’ Qj,;.k:.a bavY j)b Qj:l:ﬂ Foe dl:-m—.ﬂ)‘ 4 Q\ﬂ‘ Q‘)Jlﬁﬂ
JY))}%VB\ )YJQ}A:AVVVF JYJO‘}:‘L:&?" ‘Lg\:-j)ﬁ))l:éyv»
g JB A, (Sblug 550 L) /5.0~ AR (3 Jlo 4 o) Syl Ly
2345 slp Gl _
(Sl ym s sl 23 01l 6 NS sl - IS el
K ohb

&_lo\j_:.c‘\_gA_gl?j.s.lu'bjdﬂj_g‘_;)\ch\ibj_.nJl:JJJ)JSJJJ_AASMJ@QL:JJL»Tw\
s gladbie claylis ol 5 Jals asyy

f




SUE sle Lo,

U1yl (oMol (65002 STy S5 ]y SO0 9 g oy : (2 gi HElS 43 193 M50 Uiy 53 9 593535 UYIS Suls o35

Glm b oe lollin o e o 5 5 (1 5, K g) 5 sladl plul o Bl sy
Ol Jioagyy ol (slaal «adls s Al o (BISTL YYD Sl 31 oy 5LAE 55 Ol blis Lo i
23 et JUasl aw (S sl ine) o 3 b L (e i20) 595505 0I5 (5905 45 sl
235955 sy (U e 3 (515 J ST JLst (1) 1l 03,87 slon Ol (ol Syl 3
laalaral b 1,5k 3550 () £4S a5 JUIS 1y sl (63 dy Ol s Bl e 45T )8
oo At 55 ST (e pda S eediene Sy (F) 5 ¢ (St (sl 1o oplome 4 (550)
sl 4 (S5 Glacs s Cmulw (635150 Olar e Gslae Olsied o o 25 4Bl 4w
3 LEs s Sy gppy Sy b S Smbgn 3 L Ol S o e (e L e
LU ol 5 1y 55 Coydd Al o o9955 5 (g m Solwtiilsn b 31 L o S dsas o
ol 1 blize (55lwaslge 3 maly SO lesdite (355 4l acw 51 S o« ol et L5
S e

&l Y S 55551555 s BB lgia Ol ol a5 sl olis )5 JuS Jlinl 4l o ouss
So o 2B L O e g8 ey it 51l ) sl (8 s ST L e
Oyl OBMS| 5o b 31 1) 555 (azig Coydd) 5 AS oo adslas s (W) EI6 H4gb g oyus
S s 0B T ol el SISl S = Slata =0y e ol s e
CmlaaBl s e (bl nlS Olan 4y dlate o

Olaeiod S5abl 5 S oo S lsn Olyeay oo SV i 4y by e 4 il p9>
8l (B il L UM o 5 b s (B IS S 00 0L s
G130 0 OISl (B ol el gl (s sl ) i Riily 5 sS s e Ole
39 (S3lgiion a0 5 0 il 2By Jdow 3 ands sl Olszea 1) OF 5 O o Sslads
S o e sl

ColBy e 3l (gilwasylge a5 sl Ol = Ol =t Ol =l A @\;.4 S gdes 4Bl p o
Cmal= (65 51 5lgs Jdn  wlawl ol s O jodde o ,8 OWS (laamn U oLy s
S sl (s (g3lwasylged 5 ol JSi a S ¢ i g5zl ok SO 4 Ol )l L
NG PN W e A2 @\;.4 Cpdgdome e 03595 ‘_;L,_fl_a,}_s

Gt b L 0T (W s s o3l S 05 Y0 YF L 3 555505 0I5 (ol s
(I 3,55 55 «SeibT (gliab (ol 53 L 03,57 s Ol Hlge pade as o 1) OF (S5 T
Wil5 oo S 53 LB Ol -l S a5 Some (IS e F bl s e e
3Tty IS lS L (65 a0yl sl 33 b 51 457 Syt Ol ot 51

S ol au a5 4o (G e Cl_és))}! L 6ol e Olwis )l g y3 555 (ol s
Y e Q}fjf.s (b

rY




FE-FO AP0 30l pow S yloss pldzed 859 c Mol oyt § cwilouw SO SL 5 ode dolibd

&lo

oz 5 oo s s 33 el Bl toeubn 04s Sle (OTAN) ol a5 0l (e -
olan Sl 10 ezl el

adlate (slaysts S 5 01, ((V820) 3l g a6 0= 5 s (ShamelS (g cosly e -
/10.48308 MV 7-4F (VA (Wl o s b slacile (Lo 2l 5 Lacs byl
piaj.2026.242830.1829

A ez« el bl 55 oplaze slaa s <V TAN) &y O, S36 5 5mz (5500 -
e B O b L e 5 Sy

(g 3La aibate 3 Oliwia )l 5 Ol m) oDl (6o Loy 555 (V¥ F) JLsls eulis, -
A=V COFO¥Y HLES 5 53S0 (slowl Slallas gple 4sliliad

3low ) (ga 5 (glmlie cunyp f el @\ﬁé\} L gilome <ss) (OFAE) s o -
N-FY (V) ol 5 G iy adoms (apliiye Ol 5 e S5y

(GBS 5 655 e lwl j3 Ol s gbs clac, s o)l cwln (VY4 F) =2l b -
https://doi.org/10.22034/ VY7V «(Y) 5L 5 6535 0 bwl Olalle gode 4liliad
ca.2025.729394

o 105 L3 S50 5 Laay it el algy (Y TAY) dlae ol -

3Ll Coal 1y 535055 s ) (S 555185 5 Stk 55 sLadaly) (VY ) 1y gite -
AA-EY VOV onlabl ol gple aaliale (ol )

b SO sl )3 0L (OFT) ol g 5 I s Lol (sige (St e -
Yo=Y (KO ( elhs agnodn] (555505 Hadns S Jatoes (g sl 5l 5k slagilla 1 SCak 55
dfsr.2025.2047082.1856/10.22034

50! (sl Lo b syl 53 a5ilye 5 SLS «Sogesn ol 2t OV Lo de c6)05 -
Piaj.2020.99962/10.29252 .V *A-YY (F)N) (| 2 5wl (sLacile ) . (A,

(sSap Ay e Sl Lol slaay s a5 el (VYY) S s sS iSy -

ol 5> 10 g

References

- Avdaliani, Emil (2025), Trump’s Road TRIPP Delivers a Deal, The Center for European
Policy Analysis (CEPA). https:/cepa.org/article/trumps-road-tripp-delivers-a-peace-deal/ (ac-
cessed by 9 Dec 2025)

- Baylis, John. & Steve, Smith (2009), Globalization of Politics, International Relations in
the New Age. Tehran: Abrar-e Moaser. [In Persian]

- Brzezinski, Zebigniyev (1997), The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy and Its Geostra-
tegic Imperatives. New York: Basic Books.

fy



https://doi.org/10.48308/piaj.2026.242830.1829
https://doi.org/10.48308/piaj.2026.242830.1829
https://doi.org/10.48308/piaj.2026.242830.1829
https://doi.org/10.22034/dfsr.2025.2047082.1856
https://doi.org/10.22034/dfsr.2025.2047082.1856
https://cepa.org/article/trumps-road-tripp-delivers-a-peace-deal/

U1yl (oMol (65002 STy S5 ]y SO0 9 g oy : (2 gi HElS 43 193 M50 Uiy 53 9 593535 UYIS Suls o35

Center of Analysis of International Relations (2025), “TRIPP Zangezur Corridor: Strategic
Link for Trade, Transit, and Regional Growth”. AIR Center Report.

Dougherty, James & Pfaltzgraff, Robert (2009), Contending Theories of International Rela-
tions (Vahid Bozorgi and Alireza Tayyeb, Trans.). Tehran: Ghomes Publications. (Original
work published earlier). [In Persian]

De La Garanderie, Martin (2025), “TRIPP: A Genuine Path to Peace Between Armenia
and Azerbaijan?”, Le Monde Diplomatique. https://ras-nsa.ca/tripp-a-genuine-path-to-peace-
between-armenia-and-azerbaijan/ (accessed by 9 Dec 2025)

Elman, Colin (1996), “Horses for Courses: Why Not Neorealist Theories of Foreign Poli-
cy?”, Security Studies 6, 7-53. https://doi.org/10.1080/09636419608429297

Executive Office of the President (2025), Establishing a Trump Route for Internation-
al Peace and Prosperity Working Group (Presidential Determination No. 2025-09).
White House.  https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/15/2025-15683/establish-
ing-a-trump-route-for-international-peace-and-prosperity-working-group (accessed by 9 Dec
2025)

Eastern European and Transatlantic Network (EETN) (2026), Iran’s Strategic Recalibration
in the South Caucasus after the 2025 Washington Agreement and the 2026 Israeli American
Intervention. Carleton University.

European Policy Centre (EPC) (2025), American power play in the South Caucasus. EPC
Geopolitical Briefing.

Frankel, Benjamin (1996), “Restating the Realist Case: An Introduction”. Security Studies
5, XIV—XX.

Gilpin, Robert (1981), War and Change in World Politics. New York: Cambridge University
Press.

Giuashvili, Teona (2025), The Changing Face of the South Caucasus, LSE IDEAS, pp.
1-22; available at: https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/Assets/Documents/updates/2025-SU-SCauca-
sus-WEB-03.pdf(accessed by 9 Dec 2025)

Ghavam, Abdolali (2005), International Relations: Theories and Approaches. Tehran:
SAMT. [In Persian]

Hosseinzadeh, Vahid, Golmohammadi, Vali, and Nasiri Lotum, Behzad (2026), Iran and
the Caucasus Regional Corridors: Opportunities and Challenges. Political and International
Approaches, 18(1), 94-116. [In Persian]

Jervis, Robert (1999), “Realism, Neoliberalism, and Cooperation: Understanding the De-
bate”. International Security 24, 42—63.

Jorgensen, Knud Erik (2023), A New Introduction to International Relations Theories (Va-
hid Bozorgi, Trans.). Tehran: Juyandeh. (Original work published earlier). [In Persian]
Krikorian, Onnik James (2025), Strategic Snapshot: Implications of Peace Between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan / U.S. Role in Armenia—Azerbaijan Transit Corridor Sparks Controver-
sy. The Jamestown Foundation; available at: https:/jamestown.substack.com/p/us-role-in-ar-
menia-azerbaijan-transit (accessed by 9 Dec 2025)

Koolaee, Elaheh. and Rashidi, Ahmad (2024), “The Zangezur Corridor and Threats to the
Interests of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the South Caucasus”. Caucasus Analytical Di-
gest, 136, 3-6.

Labs, Eric J (1997), “Beyond Victory: Offensive Realism and the Expansion of War Aims”.
Security Studies 6, 1-49. https://doi.org/10.1080/09636419708429321

FF



https://ras-nsa.ca/tripp-a-genuine-path-to-peace-between-armenia-and-azerbaijan/
https://ras-nsa.ca/tripp-a-genuine-path-to-peace-between-armenia-and-azerbaijan/
https://doi.org/10.1080/09636419608429297
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/15/2025-15683/establishing-a-trump-route-for-international-peace-and-prosperity-working-group
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/15/2025-15683/establishing-a-trump-route-for-international-peace-and-prosperity-working-group
https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/Assets/Documents/updates/2025-SU-SCaucasus-WEB-03.pdf
https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/Assets/Documents/updates/2025-SU-SCaucasus-WEB-03.pdf
https://jamestown.substack.com/p/us-role-in-armenia-azerbaijan-transit
https://jamestown.substack.com/p/us-role-in-armenia-azerbaijan-transit
https://doi.org/10.1080/09636419708429321

FE-FO AP0 30l pow S yloss pldzed 859 c Mol oyt § cwilouw SO SL 5 ode dolibd

- Lemke, Douglas (2004), “Great Powers in the Post-Cold War World: A Power Transition
Perspective”. In Thazha Varkey Paul, James J. Wirtz, and Michel Fortmann (eds.) Balance
of Power: Theory and Practice in the 21st Century. Stanford: Stanford University Press,
52-75.

- Lynn-Jones, Sean M., Miller, Steven E., & Brown, Michael E (1995), The Perils of Anar-
chy: Contemporary Realism and International Security. Cambridge: MIT Press.

- Mearsheimer, John (2001), The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. New York: W.W. Norton.

- Mousavi Shidi, Mahdi, Vahdaninia, Valiollah. and Hosseini, Naser (2025), “Iran on the Brink
of'a Geopolitical Crossroads: Challenges Arising from the Probable Scenario of the Zangezur
Corridor”. Defensive Future Studies, 9(35), 1-25. doi: 10.22034/dfsr.2025.2047082.1856
[In Persian]

- Moshfeq, Zahra (2022), “The Geopolitical and Geo-Economic Consequences of the Zange-
zur Corridor’s Implementation on Iran’s Economic Security”. Scientific Monthly “Eco-
nomic Security,” 10(10), 41-48. [In Persian]

- Najafov, Zafar Nuri. (2025), “New Geopolitical Features of the South Caucasus Region”.
Social Development and Security, 15(6), 70-79. https://doi.org/10.33445/sds.2025.15.6.7

- Novikova, Gayane (2021), “Significant Shifts in the Geopolitics of the South Caucasus”.
European Security and Defence. 9, 47-49.

- Noori, Alieza (2020), “The challenge to Hegemonic Order, Stability and Balance in the
Middle East; Opportunities for Iran and Russia”. Political and International Approaches,
11(4), 77-108. [In Persian]

- Organski, Abramo Fimo Kenneth (1968), World Politics, New York: Knopf.

- Pashinyan, Nicol (2023), “Speech at the “Crossroads of Peace” forum”. Government of Ar-
menia. Available at: https://www.primeminister.am/en/press-release/item/2023/10/18/Nikol-Pash-
inyan-Tbilsi-Silk-Road-Forum/ (accessed by 9 Dec 2025)

- Rezapour, Danial (2025), “The pattern of relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Armenia in the South Caucasus region”. Central Asia and The Caucasus Journal, 31(130),
169-171. [In Persian]

- Sukiasyan, Narek (2025), “A TRIPP Toward Peace Through Armenia’s Highlands?”, EVN
Report. https://www.gmfus.org/news/tripp-toward-peace-through-armenias-highlands (accessed
by 9 Dec 2025)

- Snyder, Glenn H (2002), “Mearsheimer’s World — Offensive Realism and the Struggle for
Security”. International Security 27, 149-73.

- Salimi, Hossein (2005), “Virtual state or offensive realism, International Military”, foreign
policy. Public Law Researsh, 7(17), 19-43. [In Persian]

- Taliaferro, Jeffrey W (2000/01), “Security Seeking under Anarchy: Defensive Realism Re-
visited”. International Security, 25, 128-61.

- Taheri, Ebrahim (2025), Foreign Policy Strategies of Emerging Powers: A Case Study of
Iran in Central Asia-Caucasus and Southwest Asia. Central Asia and The Caucasus Jour-
nal, 2, 117-146. [In Persian]

- VonEssen, Hugo (2023), “Azerbaijan’s Uncertain Geopolitical Rise in a South Caucasus
Maelstrom”, SCEEUS Report No. 17, 1-24.

- Zakaria, Fareed (1998), From Wealth to Power: The Unusual Origins of America’s World
Role. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Fo



https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.primeminister.am/en/press-release/item/2023/10/18/Nikol-Pashinyan-Tbilsi-Silk-Road-Forum/&authuser=6
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.primeminister.am/en/press-release/item/2023/10/18/Nikol-Pashinyan-Tbilsi-Silk-Road-Forum/&authuser=6
https://www.gmfus.org/news/tripp-toward-peace-through-armenias-highlands

