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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Identity is a fundamental, multi-faceted concept within the social scienc-
es and humanities, serving as the locus of self-definition and the foundation for group
cohesion, differentiation, and collective action. Despite its centrality, scholarly litera-
ture on identity frequently suffers from three major deficiencies: thematic fragmentation
(isolating research into single variables such as language or religion), superficial scalar
divisions (failing to connect individual, group, and national dynamics), and a lack of
integration across economic, security, and social domains. Addressing this methodolog-
ical vacuum, this study develops an integrated, systematic analytical framework. The
primary objective is to construct and validate a comprehensive “meta-framework™ for
examining identity within diverse social and political phenomena. Moving beyond mere
description, this operational model synthesizes psychological, sociological, and politi-
cal theories to provide researchers and policymakers with a diagnostic tool for identify-
ing the root causes of social crises and identity conflicts.

Methods: Adopting an exploratory—developmental design, this study uses inferential
qualitative content analysis to reconstruct meaning within primary text sources. Data
were gathered through a systematic review of scholarly literature, focusing specifically
on authored books published after 1996 by academic authorities in the field. Twelve
foundational works by prominent scholars—including Manuel Castells, Richard Jen-
kins, Amartya Sen, and Hossein Kachooyan—were selected for analysis. The analytical
process followed three stages: (1) extraction of initial theoretical constructs; (2) themat-

1. PhD candidate in Political Sociology, Faculty of Islamic Studies and Political Sciences, Imam Sadiq University,
Tehran, Iran (Corresponding author). Naderiasl@jisu.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor, Faculty of Islamic Studies and Political Science, Imam Sadiq University, Tehran, Iran.
h.houshangi@isu.ac.ir

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions of the
BY Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)



https://doi.org/10.48308/piaj.2026.243801.1870
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6313-8937
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3621-2086
mailto:Naderiasl%40isu.ac.ir?subject=
mailto:h.houshangi%40isu.ac.ir?subject=
http://piaj.sbu.ac.ir
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/1735-739X
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2645-4386

Political and
. Vol 18, No 3, 2026, PP 46-72 P-ISSN: 1735-739X
international] —————————

Approaches Jounal Homepage: piaj.sbu.ac.ir E-ISSN: 2645-4386

ic coding and categorization of identity components; and (3) conceptual synthesis and
final framework design.

Result & Discussion: The findings demonstrate that a robust identity analysis frame-
work must be process-oriented and multi-layered rather than static. The resulting frame-
work operates across four interconnected levels: the individual (self-concept), the rela-
tional (interpersonal interaction), the collective (group affiliation), and the institutional/
discursive (power structures and systemic narratives). Rejecting essentialist views of
identity as a fixed entity, the framework adopts a social-constructivist stance that con-
ceptualizes identity as an ongoing narrative process of “becoming.” Conceptual syn-
thesis yielded five core operational components: Agency (the capacity for intentional
action), Belonging (emotional and social ties), Representation (the symbolic portrayal
of self/other), Distinction (mechanisms of differentiation), and Recognition (validation
by the broader social environment). By bridging micro-level psychological needs and
macro-level sociological structures, the framework accounts for how subjective experi-
ences are mediated by power dynamics and cultural discourses.

Conclusion: The developed meta-framework integrates diverse, often competing iden-
tity theories into a coherent analytical system. It offers a practical guide for analyzing
concrete social phenomena—such as political movements or cultural shifts—by linking
micro-level lived experiences to macro-level structural forces. Furthermore, by moving
past strictly Western-centric models to incorporate indigenous socio-political consider-
ations—particularly relevant to the Iranian context—the framework provides a nuanced
tool for social analysis. It enables a shift from fragmented, single-variable studies to-
ward an integrated, systemic approach, ultimately enhancing cultural and security poli-
cymaking by offering a clear mapping of identity dynamics and their structural impacts.
Keywords: Identity, Analytical Framework, Qualitative Content Analysis, Identity Pol-
itic, Systematic Review.
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