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Introduction: India’s expanding economic interests and ambition for a greater regional
role have led New Delhi to prioritize Central Asia, especially amid competition with
China and Pakistan. Because India lacks direct geographical contiguity, securing a sta-
ble foothold in Afghanistan is essential for reliable transit access to Central Asia. During
the two-decade international presence in Afghanistan, India therefore supported stability
and security while opposing the Taliban. However, the Taliban’s return has intensified
India’s strategic dilemmas, particularly because Pakistan, bordering India to the west,
maintains a patron-client relationship with the Taliban and blocks India’s overland ac-
cess to Afghanistan. To manage this hostile geopolitical environment, India must follow
a dual strategy: building a pragmatic diplomatic relationship with the Taliban and by-
passing Pakistan through alternative transit routes, especially Iran’s Chabahar Port. The
central research question asks: How can India overcome the structural and diplomatic
challenges of engaging with the Taliban to secure sustainable access to Central Asia?

Methods: This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical framework to assess
the core hypothesis. First, regional geopolitics, spatial constraints, and infrastructural
bottlenecks are empirically mapped to establish baseline conditions. Second, drawing
on official strategic doctrines, multilateral transit agreements, and foreign policy briefs,
it analyzes India’s motivations, objectives, and efforts to mitigate connectivity challeng-
es. The analysis focuses on the causal relationship between the independent variable,
Afghanistan’s geopolitical orientation, and the dependent variable, India’s strategic ac-
cess to Central Asia. Data were collected through a systematic, library-based documen-
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tary method.
Results and discussion: The findings indicate that India’s connectivity constraints re-
garding Central Asia are not simply the result of geographical isolation or Pakistan’s
revisionist posture; rather, they stem from a geopolitical rearrangement of the Afghan
pivot and the changing strategic logic of the actors operating within it. From the per-
spective of classical geopolitical theory, Afghanistan has moved beyond its traditional
role as a passive buffer state and emerged as a competitive geopolitical and geoeco-
nomic node, where alignment directly reshapes the regional distribution of power. The
main finding shows that the Taliban’s resurgence has pushed India to shift from a nor-
mative, ideologically driven foreign policy toward pragmatic geopolitical activism. In
this context, engagement with the Taliban is not optional but a structural prerequisite for
balancing Chinese and Pakistani regional hegemony. Moreover, New Delhi’s outreach is
not merely reactive containment of Islamabad, but a proactive effort to redefine India’s
role in the wider Eurasian corridor network. Accordingly, Chabahar Port and the INSTC
function as geopolitical balancing mechanisms that reduce Pakistani leverage and con-
tain China’s BRI.

Conclusions: India faces deep geopolitical and security impediments in realizing its
Central Asian strategic ambitions. Structural competition with China and Pakistan, cou-
pled with the complex task of engaging the volatile Taliban, constitute primary barriers.
However, India can mitigate these vulnerabilities by leveraging core geopolitical princi-
ples. A critical solution lies in institutionalizing transactional relations with the Taliban
through targeted economic assistance, thereby transforming Afghanistan into a secure
transit corridor. Ultimately, developing robust trade infrastructure via the Afghan-Irani-
an axis will enable India to erode Pakistan’s veto power, diversify commercial routes,
and consolidate its broader geopolitical standing throughout Eurasia.

Keywords: India’s geopolitical territory, Central Asia, India-Pakistan confrontation,
Taliban government in Afghanistan, Iran’s Chabahar port.
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