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Extended Abstract

Introduction: In recent decades, the Middle East has witnessed the proliferation of Islamic
resistance movements mobilizing against occupation, foreign domination, and structural dis-
crimination. Despite their complex roots, the dominant security discourse of the Global North
persistently frames these movements as “Iranian proxies,” effectively erasing their historical
and local agency. Focusing on Yemen’s Ansarallah movement, this study argues that the con-
cept of “proxy war” is not a neutral analytical category but a discursive construct embedded
in the epistemic and political order of the Global North. This article critiques this prevailing
discourse and reconceptualizes Islamic resistance through the lens of “Southern Theory” as a
form of anti-hegemonic, coalition-based politics.

Methods: This study employs a qualitative, interpretive approach grounded in Foucauldian
discourse analysis. The dataset comprises selected texts from prominent Western think tanks
and mainstream media—including the Atlantic Council, Chatham House, the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies (FDD), CNN, and The Guardian—published between October 2023
and October 2025. These are analyzed alongside official Ansarallah statements, speeches, and
relevant scholarly literature. The analysis proceeds in two stages: first, identifying the linguistic
patterns and discursive articulations that construct Ansarallah as an “Iranian proxy”’; and sec-
ond, contrasting these representations with Yemen’s indigenous discourse of resistance, draw-
ing upon Southern Theory and the concept of “security orientalism.”

Results and Discussion: The findings indicate that Northern security discourse systematically
portrays Ansarallah as a subordinate instrument of Iran’s regional strategy. By employing re-
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current labels such as “Iran-backed group,” “proxy war,” and “terrorist network,” this discourse
negates local agency. This representation, rooted in security orientalism, decontextualizes Yem-
en’s historical, social, and religious specificities to legitimize external intervention. Conversely,
an analysis of indigenous discourse demonstrates that Ansarallah is deeply rooted in Yemen’s
long-standing experience of political marginalization, sectarian discrimination, and social re-
sistance. Its relationship with Iran is more accurately characterized not as a hierarchical proxy
arrangement, but as a discursive and tactical alignment within a broader framework of anti-he-
gemonic resistance. Empirical evidence further underscores Ansarallah’s political autonomy
and independent decision-making at both national and regional levels.

Conclusion: This study concludes that the “proxy war” framework in Northern security litera-
ture functions as a discursive mechanism that reproduces epistemic hierarchies and suppresses
Southern agency. The case of Ansarallah illustrates that Islamic resistance movements should
be understood not as mere extensions of external powers, but as locally grounded, conscious,
and coalition-oriented actors confronting a hegemonic global order. Theoretically, by synthe-
sizing Southern Theory with Foucauldian discourse analysis, this study provides a critical alter-
native to dominant security paradigms. Practically, it emphasizes the necessity of recognizing
indigenous agency in regional conflict analysis. Transitioning from the rhetoric of “proxy wars”
toward a framework of “autonomous resistance” is essential for the production of independent
security knowledge in the Global South.

Keywords: Ansarallah (Houthis) of Yemen, Proxy War, Security Orientalism, Islamic
Resistance, Southern Theory.
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