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Expanded Abstract

Introduction: Modernity in the Iranian cultural context is a phenomenon that demands
a multifaceted and interdisciplinary approach for a profound understanding. The 1960s
and 1970s (the 1340s and 1350s in the Iranian solar calendar) represent a pivotal period
in contemporary Iranian history, during which the Pahlavi modernization project, with
unprecedented speed, reshaped traditional social, economic, and cultural structures. With-
in this transformative era, two distinct yet interconnected intellectual-cultural movements
emerged: first, Fardid’s critical discourse on Westoxification (Gharbzadegi) with its philo-
sophical orientation; and second, the nostalgic rural movement expressed through art, liter-
ature, and cinema. The central research question is: how did these two divergent yet com-
plementary discourses, through their interaction, articulate a critical reading of modernity
in Iran’s cultural sphere? The core hypothesis is that rural nostalgia and the philosophical
critique of modernity, in dialogue with one another, forged a strategy of cultural resistance
and contributed to the redefinition of social identity.

Methods: Adopting an interdisciplinary approach, this study draws on Marshall Berman’s
theoretical framework of “the experience of modernity” and Raymond Williams’ concept
of “pastoral modernity.” Combining critical discourse analysis with cultural studies, it
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conducts an intertextual reading of cultural productions from the 1960s and 1970s. The
research focuses on four main domains: literature (the works of Al-e Ahmad, Saedi, Dow-
latabadi, and Darvishian), cinema (Iranian New Wave films), music (songs by Dariush,
Mehrad, and Ebi), and poetry (works by Shamloo, Kasraei, Farrokhzad, and Behbahani).
Textual analysis and case study techniques are employed to examine these works in detail.
Results and Discussion: Findings reveal that the cultural productions of this period func-
tioned beyond their aesthetic dimensions, acting as mediators between elite critical thought
and lived social experience. These works translated Fardid’s abstract philosophical critiques
into tangible cultural expressions, thereby creating an “intertextual space of resistance.”
Unlike Williams’ model, in which the rural often represents continuity or reconciliation, in
Iran the rural became a metaphor for authenticity and resistance. The study highlights the
emergence of a “coherent semantic network” within the culture of this period, one that em-
phasized values such as loyalty, chivalry, and self-sacrifice in contrast to modernist values.
Analyses of heroic figures demonstrate that, in Iran, these characters embodied resistance
against identity dissolution rather than serving merely as intermediaries. Thus, audiences
engaging with the cultural productions of this era encountered a unified paradigm deliver-
ing a consistent message: imposed modernity had precipitated a profound identity crisis.
Conclusion: The research demonstrates that the convergence of Fardid’s philosophical dis-
course with rural nostalgia was not accidental but structurally necessary. Fardid’s thought
provided the theoretical framework, while rural nostalgia, by embodying this critique in
artistic forms, conferred social depth and resonance. This synergy can be explained on
two levels: epistemologically, the movement engaged in a “critical indigenization” of
modernity; ontologically, by reviving the sacred through rural imagery, it addressed the
disjunction between [ranian Dasein and the modern world. The movement’s enduring in-
fluence stemmed from its capacity to “translate collective sentiment” into a multilayered
cultural language accessible to the public. This shared symbolic language, in turn, laid the
foundation for political mobilization that culminated in the Islamic Revolution—an event
interpretable as a confrontation between ‘“resistance nostalgia” and “the experience of
modernity.”” The study concludes with a critical reflection for the heirs of this intellectual
legacy: can nostalgia, in itself, provide a roadmap for the future?
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