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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Transhumanism, originating in the 1950s with Julian Huxley’s ideas, is a
philosophical movement aimed at enhancing human physical, mental, and ethical capacities
through technologies like artificial intelligence, genetic engineering, and nanotechnology.
Beyond improving quality of life and extending lifespan, transhumanism raises critical ques-
tions about identity, ethics, and politics by transforming the human condition. It challenges
core political concepts such as sovereignty, democracy, human rights, and social justice,
necessitating a reevaluation of classical and contemporary political theories. This study ex-
plores transhumanism’s impact on political theory and identifies challenges to foundational
political concepts. The central question is: How does transhumanism affect classical and
contemporary political theories, and what challenges does it pose to core political concepts?
Sub-questions examine the effects of transhuman technologies on sovereignty, democracy,
human rights, and national identity.

Methods: This research adopts an analytical-descriptive approach, focusing on content
analysis of philosophical and political texts. Data were sourced from credible academic
works, including those by Nick Bostrom, Francis Fukuyama, and Julian Huxley, alongside
classical texts by Plato, Aristotle, and Hobbes. The theoretical framework combines clas-
sical political theories (e.g., social contract theory, class-based justice) with contemporary
ones (e.g., liberalism, postmodernism) to assess transhumanism’s political implications.
Comparative analysis and scenario planning—covering models like transhuman democ-
racy, technological neo-feudalism, and bio-authoritarianism—evaluate political challeng-
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es and opportunities, offering policy recommendations. This approach enables a thorough
exploration of transhumanism’s political impact and provides a framework for managing
future transformations.

Results and Discussion: Transhumanism, by altering human nature through advanced tech-
nologies, poses significant challenges to political theories. Classical theories, such as Plato’s
and Aristotle’s, which rely on a fixed human nature, are incompatible with transhumanism’s
fluid, transformative essence. For instance, Plato’s class-based system, rooted in innate tal-
ents, is disrupted by genetic engineering that can modify those traits. Contemporary theories
like liberalism and postmodernism, emphasizing equality, autonomy, and identity diversity,
are more adaptable but struggle with regulating technological inequality and protecting pri-
vacy in the digital era. Transhumanism undermines state sovereignty by empowering non-
state actors, notably tech corporations, and introduces issues like cybersecurity threats and
privacy violations. In democracy, unequal access to transhuman technologies threatens fair
political participation and risks public opinion manipulation via artificial intelligence. For
human rights, transhumanism necessitates redefining rights due to altered human capacities,
raising concerns about technology-based discrimination and erosion of bodily and informa-
tional privacy. Transhuman technologies also challenge national and cultural identities by
fostering hybrid or post-human identities, requiring policies to balance social cohesion with
diversity. The study outlines three future scenarios: 1. Transhuman Democracy: Equitable
access to enhancement technologies and inclusive governance. 2. Technological Neo-Feu-
dalism: Elite control over technology, deepening social stratification. 3. Bio-Authoritarian-
ism: State-controlled human enhancement, potentially curbing individual freedoms. Each
scenario has distinct implications for political institutions, rights, and global governance.
Conclusions: Transhumanism represents a profound philosophical and political transfor-
mation, demanding a rethinking of political theories and new legal-ethical frameworks.
Policy recommendations include international technology governance regulations, mecha-
nisms for equitable access to enhancements, and independent oversight institutions to pre-
vent misuse. In Iran, culturally compatible legal frameworks, subsidized access to technol-
ogies to reduce inequality, and enhanced research on transhumanism’s political and cultural
impacts are vital for navigating these transformations ethically and inclusively.
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