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Introduction: The 4/-Agsa Storm Operation stands as the most significant political
event of 2023-2024, marking a new chapter in developments concerning Palestine and
the broader West Asian region. Consequently, it has attracted intense global attention
from public opinion, media outlets, and political as well as military analysts. A central
point of focus for these analysts has been Iran’s position and, in particular, the speeches
delivered by Ayatollah Khamenei regarding this event. A useful theoretical framework
for analyzing these speeches is John Searle’s Speech Act Theory.

Methods: To examine Ayatollah Khamenei’s discourse following the Al-Agsa Storm
Operation, this study applied Searle’s speech act framework. All speeches delivered by
the Iranian leader within one year of the operation were collected and analyzed using
both quantitative (descriptive statistics) and qualitative (interpretive) methods. Data col-
lection was conducted through purposive sampling, and content validity was ensured by
consultation with a single focus group.

Results and Discission: The findings reveal that Ayatollah Khamenei employed all five
categories of speech acts. In order of frequency, these were: assertives (46.15%), expres-
sives (24.47%), declaratives (14.68%), directives (9.79%), and commissives (4.89%).
Statistical analysis shows that assertive acts dominate Ayatollah Khamenei’s discourse,
accounting for 46.15 percent of his total speech acts. Through these, the leader seeks
to clarify the regional situation for his audience and articulate his own assessments and
conclusions regarding unfolding events. Expressive acts rank second, comprising 24.47
percent of the total. These reflect the speaker’s psychological states—such as expressing
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admiration, condemnation, regret, happiness, or solidarity toward individuals, groups,
or events. Declaratives, at 14.68 percent, occupy the third position. These acts seek to
effect real change in the external world, functioning as both an explanation of circum-
stances and a call for audiences to adapt to new realities. Directive acts represent 9.79
percent of the total, where the leader encourages specific actions or discourages others
through imperatives, exhortations, interrogatives, or evaluative judgments. In this con-
text, Khamenei seeks to mobilize Islamic movements to resist Israeli aggression and to
provide humanitarian aid to Gaza. Commissive acts are the least frequent, at 4.89 per-
cent. These involve commitments to future actions, such as promises and pledges, and
reflect Iran’s declared commitment to continue supporting the Palestinian people.
Conclusions: The predominance of assertive speech acts suggests that Ayatollah
Khamenei believes the events in Gaza and the 4l-4gsa Storm Operation have not been
sufficiently conveyed to Iranian society or to regional audiences. Thus, he considers it
necessary to articulate their various dimensions in detail. He has consistently stressed
that today’s conflict is, above all, a battle of narratives and media. The limited avail-
ability of comprehensive first-hand accounts from Gaza has likely shaped his use of
declaratives, aimed at reframing reality for his audience. Beyond providing accurate
explanations, Khamenei seeks to mobilize emotions and sentiments across the Islamic
world in support of Palestine. His strategy includes encouraging sustained Muslim sup-
port for the Palestinian cause, condemning Israeli atrocities, promoting Islamic unity
and solidarity, shaping public opinion both regionally and globally, and pressuring inter-
national institutions. Collectively, these rhetorical strategies are designed to strengthen
Palestinian resistance and alleviate the suffering of the people of Gaza.

Keywords: Al-Agsa Storm Operation, Gaza, Palestine, Ayatollah Khamenei, Speech
Action.
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