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Introduction: In recent decades, social media has become a central force in shaping
collective action and public discourse. Within this context, a new generation of social
movements has emerged that, unlike their classical predecessors, emphasizes cultural
issues, identity politics, and decentralized forms of organization. Alberto Melucci’s the-
ory of new social movements analyzes these developments through key concepts such
as collective identity, symbolic action, network-based structures, and autonomy. The
"Black Lives Matter" movement is a prominent example of this new wave. It originat-
ed in 2013 as a reaction to the acquittal of George Zimmerman in the fatal shooting of
Trayvon Martin and rapidly transformed from a localized protest into a global move-
ment against systemic racism and structural police violence. The role of social media in
facilitating this transformation is undeniable. This study aims to analyze how social me-
dia has shaped and influenced the key features and dynamics of the Black Lives Matter
movement using Melucci’s theoretical framework.

Methods: This is a theoretical study with a descriptive—analytical approach. Data were
collected through a document-based methodology and include academic articles, offi-
cial statements by the Black Lives Matter movement, social media posts, and secondary
analyses by scholars in the field of social movements. The data were analyzed using a
theory-driven method, meaning that pre-existing theoretical concepts served as the con-
ceptual framework for organizing and interpreting the data. The analytical framework is
based on Alberto Melucci’s theory of new social movements, which identifies indicators
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across three levels: the nature of the movement, its structure, and its goals.
Results and Discussion: The results indicate that the Black Lives Matter movement
exhibits many of the key characteristics of new social movements as outlined by Meluc-
ci. However, the study also reveals that social media introduces certain challenges that
warrant a reconsideration of Melucci’s framework. The horizontal nature of digital plat-
forms can lead to message fragmentation and a lack of coherence in collective identity.
Moreover, the accelerated pace of online discourse—while expanding the scope and
visibility of protests—can intensify activist cycles and lead to burnout. Additionally, the
movement’s dependence on private platforms such as Twitter and Facebook raises is-
sues such as censorship, algorithmic bias, and data privacy—dimensions largely absent
from Melucci’s original theory.

Conclusion: By integrating Melucci’s theoretical insights with the empirical realities
of the Black Lives Matter movement, this study shows how social media can simulta-
neously reinforce and complicate the features of new social movements. From rapidly
forming collective identities to expanding intersectional agendas, digital platforms have
amplified the global visibility of the movement. At the same time, the scale and speed
of online activism highlight the need to revisit and revise Melucci’s original concepts.
The findings suggest that future research should adapt Melucci’s framework to account
for issues such as platform governance, algorithmic amplification, and activist fatigue
in digital environments. Updating existing theoretical models in this way would enable
scholars to more effectively analyze the dynamic processes shaping 21st-century social
movements and their transformative potential.
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1. Black Lives Matter (BLM)
2. New social movement (NSMs)
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